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Sesslon of House.

Exposures of Governnié’nt Wrohg |

Doing--Seasational Administra-
tion Scandals--A Rieview of
1921 Proceedings. _ ‘

‘(Continued)
YHE OPENING DEBATE.

The debate on the Address in Reply
occupied over four weeks and was the
lengthiest on record. For four long
weeks the Government sat silent under
—volleys of criticism from the Opposi-
tion Benchies. Not a member dared re-
ply. Not one had any reply to make. It
must have been particularly galling to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Marine and Fisheries to have to remain
silent when charges of the mest seri-
ous nature were hurled across at them.
But they could not speak. They real-
ized that every accusation was made
on a firm basis. They realized too well
that the Opposition knew what they
were 'talking about. And so, like so
many wax figures, they said nothing
nor did they show, except in occasion-
al instances, the emotion that must
have been stirring within them. Every
member of the Opposition spoke during
the debate, and all made excellent ad-
dresses. Those, however, that were the
most noteworthy were rhade by Sir
Michael Cashin and Sir John Crosbie.
Splendid, practical speeches .were de-
livered by Messrs. Bennett, ‘Higgins,
Fox, Sullivan, Walsh, McDonnell and
Lewis but those made by the two Op-
position leaders, for their effect on the
Government members, from the serious
charges which they made and substan-
tiated against the Executive, are par-
ticularly worthy of mention. Sir Mich-
ael Cashin’s speech extended over a
period of three days, during which the
most extraordinary scenes ever wit-
nessed in the House, took place. But
more of this anon.

SIR MICHAEL’S SPEECH.

Sir Michael began his speech on
April 12th, For three hours that day
he subjected the Government to a mer-
ciless - castigation, which was backed
up by volumes of indisputable facts.
Accusations of the severest nature
were made. None were denied! Sir
Michael opened his speech by moving

an amendment to the effect that where-:
as the Fish Regulations had proved al

complete failure and that it was the
unanimous desire of the Exporters
that they should be removed, the Cod-
“gh FExportation Act should be im-
mi~diatcly repealed.

In the first part of his address, Sir

Mi~~~1 (welt upon the Woodford Af-'

fidavi -quiry and said that Mr. Wood-
ford i . been completely vindicated.
He refe ‘1 to the Harbor Main bye-
election - 1ere, he said, Hon. Dr.

Compbell .- 1 wagted money right and',

left, and h violated the Prohibiton
Law in all = - moods and tenses. He
declared that |~ » Government were on-
1y .political hypocrites. He then spoke
of the Fish Regulations. The Opposi-
tion had been willing to give them a
trial, but they had found they were
injurious and there was no redress.
Sir Michael severely criticized the
Government’s handling of financial af-

fairs. They had~squandered the large

surplus left by the previous Govern-
ment. The allocation of half a million
dollars for the purchase of Labrador
fish had been done on the authority of
only three members of - the Executive.
So biting was Sir Michael’s crticism
that Mr. Gosse, member for Hr. Grace,
rose whilst being attacked, and left
the Chamber. The leader of the Op-

position asked the! Government to state
their programme 'but could obtain no
answer. The country was in the big-
gest mess it had {ver been in. This
ended the first davs debate. On the
second day the extraordinary incident
previously referred to took place. This
will be treated in 8 separate para-
graph. On this day of his address, Sir
Michael referred tcé railway matters.
The Government, lte, declared, had
taken over the cont:®l of the Railway
after the House had* closed, with dis-
astrous results. The (overmment made
an arrangemént witlh the Reid Co.
whereby the latter would be respon-
sible only for liabilities up to $100,000.
As a result they hac] had to expend
$2,500,000. On the third day of his
speech Sir Michael destlt with the Lab-
rador Boundary questfon, the revenue
and other matters, in % manner which
caused the Government members to
squirm. He concluded a brilliant and
logical address by urgiig the repeal of
the obnoxious Codfish EXxportation Act.

SIR JOHN CROSBIE 'S SPEECH.

The speech made by §ir John Cros-
bie was indeed a splendifl effort. It too
spread over three days, \within which
{ period the Government a'hd particular-
{ily Mr. Coaker, were fotrced to sit
\ through the severest crititism that any
! Government-had up to t{hat time re-

{ ceived. In forceful term# Sir John

| dealt with the Fish Regu'lations which
: he had opposed from the {#rst. Sir John
' knew his subject thoroughly, and
! every word he uttered ca rried convic-
‘_tlon to his hearers. He fir bt supported

the amendment and dealt jn a general
way with the effect of the Regulations.
In spite of the Prime Mirtister’s pro-
mise, he had done little in, the way of
political reform. He expcwsed several
extravagant acts of 'the (joverrment,
especially on the matter «if salt, and
coastal boats. The railwajr policy of
the Government also came iin for some
severe handiing at Sir JoLwm's hands.

* = * & s *

After the debate had beeni conclud-
ed, the amendment was puf and de-
feated on division by a striictly party
vote. X
AN EXTRAORDINARY S CENE.

The scene which occurred: in the
House of Assembly on April 1:3th of the
| present year was of such an extraor-
dinary nature that it is diffict \It to be-
| lieve such an occurrence coiild have
| taken place. No House has eiier been

the site of such untoward hapi jenings!
" The fact of the Speaker’s authirity be-
ing disregarded, and a mob breaking
thromgh the Bar of the House would
almost have to be seen to be b tlieved.
The disturbance arose whilst Sir
Michael Cashin was speaking on the
Address in Reply. The immediates cause
is doubtful, but it seems thstt the
Speaker ordered a man to be put out
and Sir Michael objected. The S:peaker
after an argument with the Opp«dsition
‘ Leader, ordered him. to leav.e the
House, 2 demand which -Sir M ichael
naturally declined to accede to. Ctheers
were given for Sir Michael and other
Opposition members whilst boost and
hisses were called for the Goverrment
and given with a will by the en:raged
crowd. Unable to keep order, the
Speaker was compelled to declar: the
House adjourned and to vacated his
seat. Immediately the spectators rush-

“Only a wonderful medicine could
have relieved me as Tanlac has done
and I'm glad to tell my experience,
as it may be of help to others,” said
L Miss Ethel Thompson, well known
Salvation Army worker, living at 16
Hanover St., St. John, N.B.

1 was in a truly deplorable condi-
tion when I began taking this medi-
cine, as I had suffered eight years
with stomach trouble and it was im-
possible for me to eat any solid food
at all. I suffered from nausea S0 bad
that I couldn’t retain any solid food
and even a cup of tea would turn me
deathly sick. My nerves became up-
set, too, I got very little rest either
day or night and sometimes the least
excitement would make me tremble
like a leaf.

.“T was just at my wit's end to know
what to do and my mother advised
me to take Tamlac. It certainly was
good advice, for I'm just like a dif-
ferent person now. My stomach is in
such excellent condition I never suffer
from gas, pains or nausea. I'm not
pervous like I used to be and at
night I sleep like a child. I'm gain-
ing in weight and strength every day
and really I'm so happy over my
wonderful improvement it's hard for
me to express myself.”

Tanlac is sold by leading druggists

everywhere.

ed out on to the floor of the House and
swarmed over the member’s seats, one
man even having the audacity to climb
into the Speaker’s chair. The scene

little knots of members of both parties
discuseed the situation. Everywhere
swarmed the people who had invaded
the floor of the House. Tobacco smoke
was everywhere. Ashes and ink mingl-
ed on the rich carpets and there in the
Speaker’s chair, stilt sat the man who
had taken it, calmly smoking a cigar-
ette. It was a sight which no legisla-
tive Chamber had ever previously wit-
pessed. It was not until Sir Michael
Cashin addressed them, did the crowd
listen to reason. At the Opposition
Leader’s request, they moved off in an
orderly fashion after calling for more
cheers and by 6.30 p.m., beyond the
stains on the carpet, no signs of the
disturbance could be seen.

“THE PRESIDENT COAKER.”

One of the greatest scandals expos-
ed in the House during the past ses-
sion was that of the first cargo of the
schooner “President Coakeér.” 'Mainly
through Sir John Crosbie was the
whole story told and it was a story
which showed that even the most res<

not above suspicion. The responsible
Minister in this case was Hon. wW. F.
Coaker. Here was a man who worked
in so many diverse interests that he
could not even keep his political re-
putation intact. Epctetus might have
been writing of Mr. Coaker when he
said “If you have assumed any charac-
ter above your strength, you have both
made an ill figure in that, and quitted
one which you might have supported.”
In this case, the “President Coaker”
had a large fish cargo owned by the
Union Trading Company. By a swap-
ping of cheques this cargo was bought
for over $80,000 by the Government
through Mr. Joseph Sellars who was
one of the three men appointed to pur-
chase fish under the $500,000 alloca-
tion. Furthermore the\fish had been

paid for at a higher rate than that
paid for other fish purchased out of the

| allocation. Sir John tabled a cheque

issued by Mr. Sellars in favour of the

| Union Trading Company for "$82,675,
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beggared description. Here and there |

ponsible Minister of the Crown Was)
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Boots for Men.

We have just received another shipment of “K?
Brogues for Ladies and Gentlemen.
When buying Brogues ask for “ K*, the celebrated
English Shoe.
We are also showing some very fine lines of “K?”
Double wear in each pair.

F. SMALLWOOD

The Home of Good Shoes:.
« )¢ ”’ Agency for Newfoundiand.

218 and 220 Water St.
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the amount of another he had re-
ceived from a man in the employ of
the Fisheries Department. A motion
of Sir Michael Cashin’s calling upon
Mr. Coaker to resign until an enquiry
conld be held was debated at length
and it was during this debate that Sir
John Crosbie made his startling revel-
ations. The motion was, as expected,
rejected by a strictly party vote,

A DANGEROUS PRECEDENT.

One of the unusual features of the
late session of the legislature was the
habit of presenting petitions at the
Bar of the House. The writer has pre-
viously been taken to task in the pub-
lic press for stating that to allow this
was to establish a dangerous preced-
ent. He reiterates this statement. From
the time a deputation of unemployed
were permitted to present a petition at
the Bar of the House, and to address
and threaten the members, the dignity
of the House was lessened. Three times
the House was visited by deputations
of unemployed, and other deputations,
including prohibitionists, anti-prohibi-
tionists and naval reservists also ad-
vanced to the Bar of the House on sev-
eral occasions. The last named actunal-
ly stayed for seven hours haranguing
the House. Whilst they may have been
there in a good cause, and whilst their
objects were attained by themeansithey
adopted, neverthelesd thia policy of per-
mitting private deputations of any sort
to present their petitions in this way is
a bad one and should be discouraged.
Whilst in none of the cases alluded to
did any disorder occur, none the less
it would not have taken a great deal to
cause turmoil whilst these deputations
were present. One of the reasons given
by the Government for not reopening
the House next November was because
they feared that fishermen with their
“yaffies” of fish would be constantly
putting in appearance at the House de-
manding that it be bought. By giving
this reason they merely proved the
danger of their own policy in permit-
ting this method of presenting peti-
;1::;. 'But, they brought it on their own

s!

GENERAL LEGISLATION.

Amongs the Bills passed during the
pass session, there were few of any
great importance, and these few will
be dealt with ‘in special

Of the minor legislation there is not
very much to be said. The debate on
the Bill to Repeal the Codfish Exporta-
tion Act was lengthy but did not bring
~“not been

method adopted was that of expending
money on road building. In the esti-
mates, therefore. a special grant of
$500,000 was made for this road work,
which was distributed amongst those
districts whith were in the worst con-
dition. This was of course, merely an-
other form of able bodied relief. In
the meanwhile, the time for the advent
of the fishery was fast approaching

and it was impossible for those men |

who were in a penniless condition, to
earn sufficient to purchase plies.
The merchants would ngi supply on
the usual credit basis, and an arrange-~
ment had to be made whereby the Gov-
ernment put up one half of the re-
guired amount, a special allocation be-
ing made for this purpose. A Fishery
Supplies Bill was passed to protect the
Government from loss in this connec-
tion.
(To be continued.)

King’s Building Fancy.

Louis XIV. badly bitten by the
building fever, about 1669 houses
bought a piece of ground upon which
stood a poor little hamlet, containing
a church dedicated to “Divae Maria
de Trenno.” The king had the village
razed, and in the last week of 1670
he began to build his latest whim and
the little castle rose as if by magc
from the ground together with the
blossoms of the spring. And a quaint
gay little building it must have been,
this curious little china house where
Madam de Montespan presided over
the sumptuous suppers offered by the
Juxury-loving king to the briliant
members of his brilliant court; sup-
pers at which Quinault recited his
verses and Lulli charmed his hearers
with his music. The porcelain Tri-
anon was built after a Chinese model;
its walls were cream color and ifs

white delft ties surrounded with
wreaths and set in gilded leaden rims,
gave significance to the name and
color to the scheme of the king’s ns>w
toy. White marble busts stbod on
briliiantly colored china brackéts and
' all along the balusirade were placed
blue and white vases. The inside
decoration of the house was in the
same style and though the porcelain
used in such profusion looked like

nearer home and was all manofactur-
ed at St. Cloud.

Female Jekyll and Hyde.

SOUTHERN WOMAN LIVES DUAL
LIFE.

West Palm Beach, Fla., Aug. 11.—
Coming quickly after her confession
yesterday of the $32,000 West Palm
BeacH post office robbery, the an-
nouncement to-day by Chief of Po-
lice Vestal in Orlando that Lena
Clarks, postmistress here, had con-
fessed the murder of F. A. Miltmore,
who was found shot to death in her
hotel réom on Monday, has stunned
this community, where the .self-con-
fessed murderess and robber has held
the position of a most highly esteem-
ed young woman.

Publication of the robbery confes-
sion left her many friends clinging
to their faith in the woman and with
the one thought of finding the “man
in the case” who had prompted her
to such a deed. The murder confes-
sion has forced a reluctant admission
of an astonishing tale of double life;
'athe leader in church activities and
, the daughter of a retired clergyman,
on the one hand, and, on the other, a
woman who has suddenly been re-

chimneys brick-red, white Mn&&nd-’ wvealed as a figure in “night life” v

spent money lavishly and who b
many dubious relations.

For seventeen years in the Put
Office, with the leading business ma
signing the petition that made be
postmistress, her honesty and integ
rity were never questioned. Postil
inspectors, however, says they hm

bery and offered her Ileniency, b
 she countered them with the state

Chinese or Dutch, it came from mnch] ment that she had a “master mind"

She is kmown as an expert in el

| tricks and fortune telling by the carlf

with which for many years she anik
ed her friends.

She was the local poet and il
the inspectors that she wrote M
poetry in the dark on a typewriter if
the touch system.

She wae caught more and more it
the meshes of the evidence that v
being woven around her, and she fir
ally fled to Orlando, where the ook
fession of murder was made. Worl
that she had been held by the &
thorities there on a charge of muri#
brought from here scores of ide
grams offering sympathy, reiterbti
faith in her innocence and offeri®
fiancial assistance in her legal fight
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