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RURAL TOPICS.

lKrROVINO PASTURE LANDS.
At the meeting of the Dairymen’s 

Convention at Cleveland, Ohio, the 
subject of improving o.d, worn-out 
pasture lands was discussed ; and the 
genoral_jjpnelusion was, that they 
must U. /plowed, and seeded to a 
variety of grasses, oi the dairy busi­
ness in that State would be ruined for 
the want of good pastures. A member 
said that most of them were fast de­
clining in productiveness so that 
without a radical change on the part 
of the dairy farmers they would soon 
fail of support and the foundation of 
this whole business would he giving 
way. llo said the assessors’ returns 
of the dairy counties showed a decline 
in the productive capacity of pasture 
lands amounting to one-third or more, 
the past ten years ; and on account of 
this decline dairy farming was be­
coming unprofitable. The lands were 
originally quite fertile, but not deep, 
and the vegetable matter at the sur. 
face had been all exhausted ; and no 
plowing or means of restoration being 
used, the «lay soil had become very 
compact from treading while wet, and 
the grasses killed out by constant 
feeding off or over-stocking—then 
worthless weeds came in, and the old 
pastures would have to be broken up 
and enriched ! some way, and when 
seeded down, a mixture of grasses 
should be used, in accordance with the 
English plan, though he would not 
recommend using as many varieties, 
The following he believed would be 
found adapted to most of the c(ay 

• lands, and would form a good mixture 
of dairy pasture : Timothy, tied top, 
Blue grass. Orchard grass. Meadow 
Rescue and English Rye grass. White 
clover might be added with advantage, 
where it is known to flourish. This 
condition of old pastures is common 
to the whole country east of Illinois, 
and all require about the same 
treatment.

FEEDING HORSES.

Awriter 6h Ihisiuhject says : “For 
Ti period of over 3J years, more or 
less, horses have been under my con­
trol. I personally superintended the 
feeding. During this time no horses 
have died, and I have had little sick­
ness. A straw-cutter, with rawhide 
roller, has been in continual use till 
the present time. In the cutting of 
the food for two teams, enough is 
saved in one year to pay for its pur. 
chase. While the horses are eating 
their dinner, cnough| cun be cut for 
the next meal ;• then watered, to 
moisten it and destroy the dust, and 
with it four quarts of meal is ample 
for each horse. The meal is ono-tliird 
cortf; one-third oats, and the other 
shorts. A variety is made by giving 
a few sm.tU potatoes or carrots weekly. 
The benefit resulting from this man­
ner of feeding are that we have r.o 
aiok horses, they always being in 
good health and -order; there is no 
danger of founder from hired me/,

, feeding when too warm ; they can eat 
it sooner, and are ready to go out ; 
neither ia anything wasted (by throw­
ing from the manger, 4c.,) and it does 
t^hem more good, I believe, as no 
whole grain is passed nod lost. Being 
out of meal for a few days, » number 
of feeds were given them of small oars 
of" corn, with plenty of cut hay, moist- 
eéied. Two had to be taken to the 
e/ity immediately for treatment of 
colac, and by prompt action at once, 
they recovered. This is the last of 
whole grain feed. Of course the same 
good( quality of hay and grain is given 
wbeiji cut as when they cut it for 

. thtwelves."
UTILIZING STRAW.

The flillvwing method of utilizing 
straw is used : “ I have made it a
practice to sot my grain as early as it 
would do to eut, and to put it up in 
shock in the field in good order, to 
allow it to properly cure (for if cut 
earjj or a little green, it should have 
time tenure,) and then, as soon as it 
willfe-ifi haul it in and stack it or 
roofv, if possible, without rain. Then, 
whjen threshed, I put the straw.in the 
m<*w, as I do the best hay. Straw 
th'us cut and cared for is bright and 
cltcan.
/For tho past six years 1 liavo fed,

from S'

feed than hay treated in the same way, 
which I presume all will agree would 
be very poor feed for any animal, and 
of little value in the compost heap.

A PORTABLE FENCE.

Every farmer at sometime needs a 
portable fence, for enclosing hay 
stack, or to divide a field temporarily, 
and the following is a good one : “I 
take three hewed or sawed sticks, four 
or five feet in length, placing one at 
each end of the boards that lam about 
to use, and one in the centre ; fasten 
them down securely for a platform. I 
then take four 14 feet boards, 0 inches 
wide (I prefer that length to 12 or 16 
feet,) and lay them on this platform, 
leaving spaces between the boards of 
1, 6 and 8 inches. I use three cross 
pieces, 4 feet long and 5 or 6 inches 
wide, securely nailed with annealed 
or wrought nails, and clinched, plan­
ing one at each end and one in the 
centre. The bottom board will he 6 
inches from the ground, and tho 
second nr panel will rest on the three 
cross pieces. When putting up this 
fonce, I let it lap the width of the 
cross pieces, and drive two stakes, 
one on each side of the panels, and 
fasten with with-s, or wire, and I then 
have as good a fence as I want for 
turning stock. Where a fence is 
needed only for a abort time, one 
stake is all that is necessary. Two 
men can draw and build fifty rods of 
this fence in a day, and not work 
very hard at that. Tbie fence can be 
made in a different form where a man 
has plenty of short pieces of boards, 
say 3 1-2 or 4 feet long, by nailing 
them to two 2 by 4 inch scantlings 14 
feet long, leaving spaces between the 
pickets or boards 3 inches wide. In 
localities where fencing is scarce, and 
the farmer has not the means to fence 
nis entire form, this kind of fencing 
is very handy, as fields that are occn 
pied with grain can be stripped of 
their fences, and good enclosures 
made for the pastures, and whenever 
other fields are wanted for grazing, 
this fence ean be easily chaagcd. In 
some States the grain fields would 
need to be fenced, but here where 
stock is not allowed to run at large in 
tho highway, it is unnecessary to fence 
any fields except the pastures."

VALEBICTORY.

The “ Rural Topics " will now he 
discontinued, owing to my having 
other business that will occupy my 
entire time. It is now nearly two 
years since l commenced their pnbli 
cation, being subscribed for by over 
100 papers, in different parts of the 
country, from the start. The pub­
lishers of those papers will, undoubt­
edly, regret to have them discontinued, 
ns many have written to mo that the 
farmers every where speak very highly 
of them. Having been a constant 
writer on rural affairs for about forty 
years, and now having engagements 
to write for some of the best agricul­
tural papers of the country at more 
remunerative prices than these “Rural 
Topics " afford, I am admonished rot 
to over-tax myaelf with too much 
montai labor at my time of life.

T. B. Miner,
Ex-Editor of the Rural American 

Linden, N. J.

CRANBERRIES.

F
I tb

September to March, from six to 
«tight horses on straw and corn, and, 
Without one exception, they have done 

ell, and have not had any move grain 
than when fed on good hay, and no 
straw.||t, am bo' well pleased with the 
result that I would rather have good 
early cut, well eared for wheat or oat 
straw and corn for my horses than 
the best of hay with either corn or 
oats. But if the

That a farmer should be able to 
clear $1,806 a year off one acre of his 
farmer (which is at the rate of 1100, 
000 a year from the ordinary hundred 
acre farm !). would seem a statement 
too marvellous to be true. Truth is 
stranger than fiction. In some cases 
small plots of feed this, and mor 
than this, has been realized by U> 
cultivation of that despised plant the 

! cranberry (Vacoinium mncrocarpon),
. whitdi jn many places in Canada is 
|00^ed upne IW belonging to every­
body in •** nobody in par­
ticular, being to<$ U> be
specially appropriated.

The avora, e ciop of cranherrie* 
three successive years from three 
quartan of an acre of land belonging 
to P. Ryan, Atlantic Co., N. J., was 
no less than 300 bushels. This is at 
the rate of four hundred bushels an 
aero. Cranberries fetched daring 
these three years an average of fi t a 
bushel. This gives us 81,600 as tho 
gross return front one acre of cran­
berries for one year. Deducting 8500 
for the expenses of weeding, picking, 
marketing, etc., this leaves us SI.100 
as the clear net profit front ono acre in 
one year, which exceeds the thousand 
dollcrs of profit from one acre of land 
in one year which we mentioned 
above as so incredible.

This profit is not unparalleled. Ad-
, . dison FI hit’s land, in North Reading, rant is allowed to1 — T~\ , , r, ., , , r , . Aduass., produced as much. In Burlin;;-stand until dead tiro before catting,]. ,, At T ,, , , v ton County/N. J., ono (1) acre nctiedand then allowed to remain, (as it L,, „„„ . ," , ... , ... 1 fi 1,800 in ono year. One square i odoften does) in the held for weeks in . ., ..... , ! m the same place produced at a ratethe rain and sun until bleached, and , . , ., _ ’ cn, , , , . , which would net Î2.C00 an acre,

when threshed, stacked m the most KUowhcro tw0 (;>) acres of land retted 
careless manner-so «at that it retains , 0 -„ These arc well
*U 0 th” lbtaL f*"S °Vtfor authenticate! facts. They do not 
months—it will not make any bettor d alon6i

Lot us, however, take the ordinary 
average every-day returns of profit 
from the growth of this wonderful 
fruit. In Burlington County, New 
Jersey, the market value of tho fruit 
sold from 2,000 acres (more or less) 
sot with cranberry vines was fillÇ.OOO 
or $58 per aero. In Monmonth County 
the gross receipts from'nbout 250 acres 
was nearly 825,000, whieh is $100 
per acre. In Ocean county there 
wore about 200 set with cranberries, 
and the gross market vaine of the 
Irnit was 8200,000 (more or loss) i. e.
8100 an acre as before.'

These profits, established, by ac­
curate statistical returns, are in spite 
of repeated failures, which earoe from 
past ignorance of facts ntiw known. 
Take one instance :—Thousands of 
dollars have been spent to eradicate 

millet grass,” a plant which flowers 
under ground, which is now known 
to do cranberrw no harm. Others 
have spent large tarns, without return, 
in experimenting. Wo in Canada can 
reap the fiuits of their labors gratis. 
We can draw the interest on . the 
capital they Intve thus invested.

Nor is the climate against trs. Cran­
berries are now grown in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, and actually reported 
on, as such, regularly in their State; 
Horticultural Reports. Their climate 
is as cold as ours, and perhaps less 
favorable to the oran berry, being 
drier.

Does it not then seem to be a strange 
national blindnes , or gross national 
ignorance, which has prevented the 
cultivation of this berry, wbic.l^ is 
even indigenous to Canada and grows 
wild ali around us?

In our back townships, especially, 
whore there is much poor and swampy 
land, cranberries often grow wijd, 
and are looked upon as the property, 
of any ono who will take the trouble 
to flick them. The owner of such a 
cranberry patch is often desperately 
poor, while be has a mine of wealth 
in what he looks upon as the least 
valuable part of his farm. As much 
as 810.000 has been paid for five acres 
of cranberry vines, and $20,660 re­
fused for five ncres which only cost 
8500 to sot out !

Many a farmer in the Province of 
Quebec, takes oats and hay to the 
nearest village, and can get nothing 
but “ store pay” for it, while his wiser 
compatriots at St. Brigade get 83 aj 
bushel, cash, at tho railroad station, 
for the cranberries which grow wild/ 
on his land as well as theirs.

It is true that tho way in which 
cranberries are grown in Now Jersey 
requires an immense amount of capij 
tal. There, arrangements are madp 
by elaborate dykes, dams and ditche^ 
to flood the land to a depth of twq 
foot or more. Muck land is selected 
as the spot for cranberry culture, am) 
pure white sand is carted at immense 
expense all over it, to a depth of two) 
or(m very rich muck) even to five 
inches. In this way some large for­
tunes have been invested, and, through 
ignorance of some apparently trifling 
detail, have bepn lost through failure 
in crop. Tho average net profit, 
nevertheless, is shown by statistics tf> 
be no loss than thii teen and a quarter 
per cent, on the total capital tints 
(part wisely, part foolishly) invested 
in flooding and sanding.

Bat what if flooding be nnneeded, 
and heavy sanding hurtful ? Some 
judges say so. Flooding is mainly to 
destroy the fire-worm, which seems to 
burn tbp vifles, or vine-worm (Tortrix 
vaccinlivorane.) Now enquires afld 
personal search at St. Brigido and 
elsewhere elicited no trace or i.ews of 
this worm ns extant in Canada, though 
tho “ scald” aud the “ fruit-woria' 
litisf, hero. From this we draw two 
Inferences -, V'vsHf, Canadians may 
slip out from tbe ruinous CApct.se fj( 
flooding. Secondly, they should not 
import vines from the States, for fear 
of introducing with them the fire­
work», vfkifb fll°Ile necessitates this 
PSpens#,

teeth of all proof, bo half inclined to 
discredit the wonderful profits of 
cranberry culture mentioned and 
enumerated by ourselves.

As we incidentally remarked, the 
cranberries grown at St. Brigidc 
fetched 83 a bushel at the railroad 
station, arid the French habitant who 
grew them once got for ono year’s 
crop no loss than 82,753. We have 
growing wild in Canada most if not 
all of the different varieties mentioned 
as good for different purposes in the 
troatispe.on the cranberry published 
in the Uaito-1 States. The “Bell,” 
tbe “ Bugle," and the “ Cherry” cran­
berry can all he found in onr marshes. 
Why go elsewhere for them ?

The most important thing for those 
who would benefit themselves and 
ilieir country by attempting, on ever 
so small a scale, tho culture of the 
oranhorrÿ, is to go to some of the 
“ patches” near them in the fall and 
select the best vines. In tho fall they 
can see the fruit on them. For mar­
keting purposes select a fruit of a fine 
deep rod;color. Next to a Full color, 
a full size in the fruit commands the 
beat eule. Next to size we should 
consider tho keeping qualities of the 
kind we.seloct to plant, Tbe larger- 
sized cranberry is often hollow and 
does not keep so well as the smaller 
varieties. But we can get as good 
|variotics as wo want here, in Canada, 
without goiug to tho Stales.

But, though these plants must be 
selected and transplanted iu the fall,
,wben.it is not too wet to get on to the 
inaarabes, and when we can see the 
ifruit on them, they should not be 
planted out till the following spring 
or they may ho upheaved by the frost 
of winter and all our labor be for 
nought.. Tho plant# chosen must he 
kept during the winter in trenches 
where they will be as wot us possible.

The ways of planting them out arc 
various and interesting. The old 
fashion was to transplant the sod. 
This moved weeds with plants and 
brought out our enemies along with 
onr friends. The cranberry plant has 
each a wonderful vitality that, if cut 
to pieces in a strawcuttor and harrow 
ed into well-prepared land, the little 
hits will take root and become separate 
plants like those Iufusoria, which 
when cut in two, form two separate 
and distinct, and yet complote, 
animals.

There are two ways of planting 
which can be recommended, and both 
should he pursued early in tbe spring 
when the ground is very wet. Each 
KVill require ten barrels of cuttings 
for one acre. One is to make furrows 
with a plough one or ono and a half 
feet apart, to luy the plants length 
wisp (for a curious mason) with their 
ends reaching up towards the north 
east, in the furrows, and cover with 
the hoe. The other good way of 
planting is to mark out the ground in 
lines, lay the plants along these lines, 
and press them in with a forked stick 
and the foot.

The preparation suggested for tin 
ground in which wo plant cranberries 
is es follpws: Take wot muck land 
and drain it enough to plough, anil 
burrow it well so as to kill out all 
weeds. Then cover it two inches deep 
with sand, if you have any handy, to 
keep the fruit clean and to keep the 
weeds from starting again. Or else, 
to use an expression coined in' the 
West, “ scalp ” your land, i. e., take 
off the turf and sod and cart it away 
for mannro The land in which tho 
pranberry flourishes is ftliiiyial blqck, 
and wot mack is tbpsfiil on >rniph tho 
best patches known in Panada arp 
grown, “ Dilnvi#r tond, play, |oam, 
land with drift i. e., scattered stones 
or boulders, its formation, land 
whose tendency is to stick tog*!!’*!' 
4P(J not fall apart after a handful of it 
has been squeezed in th* hand ; none 
of these are suited for cranberries.1

But what we maintain is that the 
land where cranberries actually grow 
wild, will produce them much more 

II « the only obstacle to th# c#i- plentifully and profitably with hoeing,
” weeding.’planfinÿ, and, iu short with 

as much cultivation as possible. And

a gross income of $375 last year, $330 
tho year before, and 83,250, or there­
abouts. four years ago ; or, a gross 
ucome of 8130 per acre for an average 

of three years. There arc indeed 
cranberry patches scattered over all 
the Province. Wherever there is 
black swampy muck land there they 
may he expected to flourish, and how 
many miles have we not of this in our 
country !

There is ono beguilement to. guard 
against iu planting them. How 
natural is it to select lush, hale, green 
and luxuriant vines to plant from ! 
Beware of thorn. They are barren, 
Thoj" are fair to the eye but produce 
not tho cranberry good for food. It|is 
the greenish-brown, wiry, stunted 
vine, with thin anil fine spears and 
runners, that wo want. Different 
varieties of this might bo tried the 
first year or two, and the best of these 
finally selected to propagate from in 
extemo.

When we in Canada have grown 
enough of this delicious berry (choicest 
and most deeply blushing bride for 
the Thanksgiving turkey.) for our 
own ecstatic use, we shall have an 
ample market in England far our 
purpose, for an American Company, 
whoso efforts cannot bo too highly 
praised, has taken stops to spread 
the knowledge of tho excellent pro­
perties of tho fruit, and of the different 
ways of preparing it for table. Before 
long we hope wo shall at any rate 
cease to ho sending to our cousins 
across tbe line, oats (which it takes 
so much trouble to cultivate) for forty 
cents a bushel, while wo are paying 
them S3 and 84 a bushel for this littl0 
fruit wliicu covers the ground so thick 
at times with its large berries that 
they can bo raked off the vines I 
livery motive of profit and patriotism 
would suggest to every land-owner 
among us who has wet black muck on 
his farm to see if ho cannot incarna­
dine some portion of his inheritance 
with
<:Thls red rain which makes the harv st grow."

The information embodied above is 
derived from Visits made to the farm­
ers in New Jersey cranberry country 
and to St. Brigidepnd other places in 
Canada and to the following books :— 
“ The Cranberry, its Cultivation, by 
Mark S, Bassett, 1870,”—Cranberry 
Culture,” by B. Eastwood, published 
by Orange, Judd 4 Co., 1855.—“ Cran­
berry Culture,” by Joseph J. White, 
Orange, Judd & Co., 1876.—The last 
mentioned book is tho best on the 
subject. Wo would also express our­
selves indebted to the report of the 
Now Jersey State Agricultural Society 
for 1871, and of the New Jersey State 
Board of Agriculture for tho same 
year. We would also refer intending 
cranberry cultivators to “ Rural 
Affairs” for 1875, issued at tho office 
of the Country Gentleman, as well as 
to the Reports of the Horticultural 
Societies of Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
which last may ho seen in tho library 
of the Montreal Horticultural Society, 
—F. C. Eihbcrscm, in Report of Mon­
treal Horticultural Society.

tivatiou of tho ^anborry universally 
amongst us seems romJve^ a resu^ 
which repays t1ie trouble and oxp"?ase 
of those vfoils to New Jersey and 
Canadian plantations by which ft was 
obtained.

In New Ji vsey, except for the 
ravages of the-tiro-morm, unflooded 
lands produce às well as*hoseflooded. 
This very wdrril, the, can heeffectualiy 
destroyed, by burning the patch 
where it exists. True, the chance of 
fruit for two years, (if not three,) is 
thus lost. But then the vines bear 
better than ever afterwards, and the 
loss of a few years crop can be bettor 
afforded whore the capital invested is 
so trifling as it needs to bo where 
there is no expense of embanking and 
flooding. In any case the cranberry 
planter has to wait, two or three years 
for the marvellous returns for his toil 
mentioned above. I t seems a law of 
Providence that great returns do not

this cultivation meets with an unex­
pected and great reward. It is only- 
wanted for a few years till the plants 
totally occupy tho land. Then they 
are a faifly p#nj),nnent investment. 
And the cranberry, dpawlpg ajl its 
nourishment from air and water, 
"wants no top-dressing. It is injured 
by that manure wl»p!> is so much 
needed for everything else. .

What we need iu Canada is not only 
for a foer capi talists to try the growth 
of the cranberry uu » large scale, ash 
profitable investment, but for every 
farmer to see if the fruit will not jgrow 
on some wet spot on his own farm. 
This will cost him little or nought. 
It will be an interesting experiment, 
and may result in a truly golden 
harvest.

The fruit is grown, as has been 
said, with most astonishing prqKat

package. JOl 
Proprietor.

$1.60 and 1*21 cents postage, enclosed to 
Northrop and Lyman, Toronto, Out., General

. - . , ., , , , . , T, _ . , .... Agents for the Dominion, will insure a bottle,
not for this wc should, almost in the t berry, near tho River David, yielded containing over 50 rills, by return mail.
come without long waiting. Were it St. Brigide. Thirty acres of cran-

Tliat Wile of Mine.

CHAPTER HI.
(Continued.)

1 Take my bady, sir, only a minute ! 
I’ll he back soon.’

A staid professor, with blue spec­
tacles, wandering aimlessly about 
with a baby in his arms ! Who put it 
there ho could not tell, only that a 
wild-looking woman rushed into the 
little depot, and quite thrust itupor 
him, then disappeared.

What should ho do with it?
It was lying very quietly now—a 

fair little bundle of white wraps, and 
a still, innocent face.

Tho professor looked cast and look­
ed west—nothing hut woods, woods, 
as far as could bo seen, and between 
tho weeds tho glimmer of two iron 
rails. Away off in tho distance a 
young woman was walking, in a red 
calico dress and n green sun bonnet. 
She came, nearer ane nearer. The 
professor trembled to see her coming; 
and lie could hardly have told why, 
except that he was alone with the 
baby.

The yonng woman looked in, rustic 
fashion, then spoke out—

‘ La ! how pretty it is !'
The young man blushed to his fore­

head, and pulled his wide-brimmed 
hat closer over bis eyes. Tho young 
man, I said; well, he was but thirty- 
five, and hardly looked thirty. A tall, 
rather spare edition of the genus homo ; 
a man with a scientific cast of nose, 
and great tender, beautiful, dreamy 
eyes, that it seemed a shame to dis­
guise with blue eye-glasses.

Bat then, the professor was near­
sighted, very near-sighted. It was 
positive terror to him to go without 
glasses. He was always running into 
people. Therefore ho kept seven 
pairs in different places, to meet the 
demands which a sometimes forgetfnl 
habit imposed upon him—one in each 
of his waistcoat pockets, one pair 
always hanging in sight in his room, 
and three others locked carefully 
away. These would all change places 
in due course of time, hut it rarelj- 
happened that he lost track of them 
all at once.

And now, what should he do with 
tho baby ? The young woman in tho 
rod gown was fast disappearing ; she 
was gone. Almost any common man 
would have laid it down, and let it 
take its chancs of being found ; but 
onr professor was not a common man. 
Ho vaguely kept hoping that the 
wild, anxious, rather handsome yonng 
person who had so unceremoniously 
invested him with this strange charge 
would make her appearance again. 
Ho wandered to and frq. flow still it 
was, save the monotonous breathing 
of tbe forest harmbny, and the shrill 
chirping of.many insects I He walked 
this side and that, -wondering, if he 
should be recognized as the lecturer 
of the previous evening, what people 
would say of his dubious position as a 
pro-ten I, family man.

The baby still slept. Qn its little 
fape was impressed an angelic sweet­
ness that touched hjs heart, hat 
nevertheless he longed to he rid of 
the baby. His brain was in a mist; 
it always was in a mist about ordinary 
things. Ho knew possibly, that mut­
ton was sheep ; but whether it was 
cut up to boil, or boi'ed whole and 
thon dissected. I thi^ j10 W0U!d have 
been unable to tell, flat talk to him 
of thi, sterns of stars, ecliptical signs, 
or tho Greek constellations, and he 
was perfectly at borne, and would 
charm and dazzle by the hour with 
Ills brilliant theories and delightful 
speculations.

But the baby Î Timo was passing 
on leaden wings, and still nobody
eu me.

Except the hand-car full of roughs, 
which stopped hardly |opg enough to 
let out old Beikina, the man who had 
charge of tho lamps. Ho nodded to 
the professor.

‘ A fine boy that, glneral,’ he said.
‘ I wonder if it is a hoy,’ thought 

the professor.
1 ji su ally travel with your family, 

ginoval ?’ was the next remark, with 
This invaluable iiedicino is unfailing in 18 twinkle of till- cun ning old eyes hid 

the curs of all tliosd pninful ami dsngnrous away behind the wrinkles, 
disorders to which the Female constitution , Yes, always-I beg your pardon- 
is subject. It invigorates tlic «Ivbilititleil amll f J , 1
delicate ; and by regulating and strengthening .n0i 1 luivcn t any family, blundered 
the sTstem, fortiiios the youthful constitution | tho pTofc39ort who iGpQSuly galled a 
for the U.tviüti o$ life, a;ul prheu takou in! ^ , ,
middle or old ago, proved à real blessing, 'iml i ^ i1 ûppuvatua with which ho 
on the approach of Child-birth, ‘these rills] sometimes illustrated his lecture?, his 
should bd used for two or three weeks previous ! 
to confinement; the bemdits tulle derived are j ■
înçatçuia'^e ; they fort if v the constitution, I ‘Oh. and ihç Qb| ^ave him
lessen tbe .«uttering îimiitg labour, pmyeitt ] searching, sideloug look from under 
..-«Luezy yf the organs, and enable the . . » ‘#i;_^ i*' ~mother to perfora, ÎT <"•«•* with ««fort ! b'« T ,
to herself and the child. j 6 This is not MV child. 1 Walked

111 all cases of Nervous and Spinal A flee- ' down from Morristown this morning ; 
tious, Pains in tho hack and Limba, Fatigue T , . . . ; • . i ,,.on slight exertion, Palpitation of the Heurt, j ï havp bpell botanizing; .ir,t| CO.Ijefdjng 
Hysterics, and Whiles, these Pills will effect i stones foil specimens, till within an
a cure when all other means have failed; ami. ! 1|0ur 01-s0. While [ Wits alone here, 
although a powt'iful r.nnedy, do nut contain I . . , . , . .. .
Iron, calomel, antimony, or anything hurtful jwoman ran in, threw tng çhjM 
to the ponstitutbn. ! jn my arms, What am 1 to do with

Full directions in tho pamphlet around each 
J*i ’"' mi>- MOSES, Xi:\v York, Sole

St. Nicholas for March combines 
almost every stirring interest of child­
hood and youth, and is full of activity, 
variety and cheerfulness.

First in prominoncois tho opening 
of a npw serial for hoys, entitieq 
*• Drifted into Fort,” hy Fjdwin Ifod- 
cr, an English writer- This first 

part i1' illustrated by,Sol JSytinge, and 
presents a scene in English school 
life that has seldom boon equalled in 
power and interest.

Of Miss Alcott's serial, “ Under the 
Lilacs,” there arc two long chapters 
which draw the reader’s interest yet 
more closely to tho pleasant people of 
the story. Mary liai lock Foote’s oy- 
cellcntillustratjQ:^ Qfthjs installment 
have thp reality of portraits from’Ufe.

Thon, there are six bright short 
stories with' pictures, and just half a 
doijen intpriîütipg qcqotinm, ap­
propria tp illustrations qf places, of 
people, and of people’s doings, on 
land and sea in dirferent parts of the 
world

The element of travel and advcnlmo 
is well represented in: “Secrets of 
tho Atlantic Cable,” “A Monument 
with a titury," and Westminster 
Abbey.”

The Departments a. c full of attrac­
tion and suggestion ; and the illustra­
tions throughout are striking and 
appropriate.

TEU5 G^FAT FEMALE KEMEDÏ.
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git here but on el. a day. Ain't yr"-t 
.ho man that lectured up to Mori-i:- 
own last night ? You ieoFn r.s are :■ 
popular sort of people, y^u are,’ an/ 
he chuckled again.

Tho poor professor Toll his courage 
jozingoutin largo d rops at the thought 
of being recognize 1. .He tried to dis- 
ongngo] one hand i:f order to get at 
his handkerchief; hut the baby 
squirmed, and, in an agony of fear 
le.-T’it should* jyvakc, he put it back 
tgain, while the perspiration rolled 
>fl’ of itself.

‘ Warm day,’ said Pel-kins, seraivh 
ing his chin îe flee lively with hi> 
little finger. ‘ Yus, I ;knowed you 
'cause of them blue spectacles. Plue 
spectacles gives a man a uncommon 
and superior air.’

Inwardly, I at mildly, Professor 
Yon Ba b cursed his unfur lunate 
-tpeclaclcs.

‘ Did you see a woman running 
wildly about?’ he asked slowly and. 
solemnly.

‘Well, not hero,’ replied Perkins 
reflectively; ‘ but I’ve seed a lot oi 
’em lunning about wild up t’other 
station, gen’ally ;’ and the old man 
looked down ruminating!}*, and pursed 
up his stubby chin. * There’s Mis>
Stiggin, she makes a pint of forgi It ing 
her umhrol till the last minuit; and 
Miss Stott, that’s deacon Stott’s wife, 
she allers loses one of lier children, 
and runs about yellin’ like the town 
crier. Then there's them that stop> 
to inquire ’bout n'.i other folk/ rvki 
tions, an l what they’ve got in thru 
mark À bask i is, right on the brink of 
eternity, with death n whLt'iu’ Ail 
aboard ! I’ve luck ’em from under lb > 
car-wheels morc’n onee. and never 
got so much as thankee for’t.*

‘ Is there a poor-hoü.-e, or a found­
ling-asylum, or any place where. I 
could leave this child?’ asked tho 
professor anxiaosly. Ti me was il \ i : g : 
he was duo the next morning at nine 
at his class.

1 Lad, sir ! you enu’t mean it. Why, 
you don’t say it ain't yourn !’

Tho professor groaned in spirit.
‘ Don’t I tell you somebody put i1 

upon me?—a woman who looked 
near crazy as any ono out of Bedlam 
well could,’ ho queried s:ivagci>. 
though his voice was suppressed 
almost to a whisper.

•Law, that’s tho way they alleys 
do, them sort ;’ and the win k that ac­
companied this irritating response 
nearly drove every rational thought 
out of the professor’s brain. Whether 
to hurl the unconscious baby ut ti e 
hca<l of that grm auid o*;iy man, and 
fly, or apply his boot 1o the greasy 
habiliments, he'hardly knew.

‘ Wei I, 1 wish you a pivasanl joui» 
ney, sir, you and tho little occ.
Train’s duo iu fifteen minutes—gits 
Tarry ville in two bouts and a hail— 
if no accident happens. Xo accident 
ain’t happened since its been a road ; 
but lud. sir, there mu*t alleys bo a fu t ! 
time. Thai’s a fine-looking boy, sir. j 
Good bye.’

1
ter mined to have his jsko. The pro­
fessor also determined Loop hi>
temper-and tho huhy. What elsv
was ho to do lor the time being ? Plan 
after plan came into his head like I ^vesofitly there were two tears trick- 
lightning, and wore rejected peremp j v v.iutlv down the channels of her
tÇïily. Not a son I was in >ight. lie j v-’nvcus-
poured anxiously up. and down the j ‘ ^vect ht tie thing !’she murmured 
dark road. It was an uttcvlv out-of • i,; 1 ,xv’ ln,j:cn Vuicc- ‘11 milkcs
the-way place. There would he 110 j think of my own baby. It’s your very 
train after today till to-morn».- at

o 'j 'u iicarl of earth to drop a seed!

Bio lit lie German rivers shool- 
n=>tf hero and there—blue as tho 
luiKljhio of heaven—and the littio 
icraiq bridges, their rough points 

so.icne by distance into tho seeming 
rraco "lu t, though they were simple 
i-iisiie ioi>10]j&—how tho past came 
i ashing hi.|; upon him !

lie was i ti10 last car; and taking 
a ios specjjog ho drew his hat, 
::l. Mint sheiyjng broad brim, stilt 

lartner over h%rows. Thus shield- 
ng himsell as t,,], as possible, ho 

prcsciuk fell info;reverie,and earth 
and al. human b<V,gjng8 pe11 away 
I'rotn him like a gaxcill>
' U was a full houX riJo to Ta|.,.y.
rilie. In fifteen mhAshy the deck
,;.e haly stirred. Its Wector start. 
e I, and suddenly cai)i\hack to tho 
icniitiês of life. The hal wag tu. 
ally Staring at him, wil^vido ope„ 
olao eyes. It was arofine»,tlefacc> 
tlheit ti c lace and muslin thiframe(| 
it in were coarse and commoL ^0Xe 
turc, and its clothes were not c<L;niy 
those of a babe of quality. Ho 
around, and drew his breath \)ro 
freely, for they were all strung^ 
Then he placed the baby in a nu* 
comfortable position, and leaned bae 
-•omplacentlj".

Ai that monjent a little gurgling 
ionnd, such as nothing but a baby can 
•'«ake, issued from the tiny rod lips.

‘ Bicris her little heart !’ ejaculated 
mi Id-eyed woman behind him—but 

she saw the baby. Women from 
:i hr. os tuny point of" vision can see a 
uxby.

* Dear me I it must be a girl,’ said 
ike p. otessor to himself.

‘ How old is she ?’ queried the 
’.voman, bending over.

‘ Well, a year or two, I guess,’ ro* 
plied the poor man helplessly.

‘ You Ain't say !’ and up went a pair 
of finely arched eyebrows. ‘ How rcry 
>m;dl of its age ! Can it possibly be a 
year

‘ I- i might have missed a fexv 
months.* responded tho professor, 
wondc '.vi:; what he had said. ‘ I don’t 

as I — ’hink 1 really ean tell—what age 
exactly—babies are—when they-—• 
w hen----- ’

4 When they are nursing, I supposa 
you mean,’ said the woman com­
placently.

‘ ^ I — i tin css that’s it, exactly/ 
Here was a poser. Poor professor 

R-iab devoted nearly five minutes t«> 
the solution of this question mentally.

* i h. ve every reason to believe she 
is,’ he made reply, in Lis slow mar.nur,

‘ Every reason to believe,’ cogitated 
toe V'«man, who had begun to feel a 
D 'Ctdior inu’vcst in this mild-looking, 
large-eyed man. ‘ Probably it’s not 
bis baby : but if not, why is it with 
him r tiueh a littio thing ought not to 
travel without a mother, or nurse, or 
.'Oinebudy.’

The baby began an examination of 
its hands, then doubled them up and 
launched out in a,1 sort of free fight 

It was plain that tho nmn was de- nothing in particular.
For the moment tho woman on the 

back sent had subsided ; but the little 
ono was too powerful a magnet.

She leaned forward and watched it.

the san\o tiino What was he to d-.- ? 
Dinnevloss. footsore and perplexed— 
he had never in his life been in siv h , 
a dilemma. Perkins had got:c ; every-1 
body had gone lie inigh. have been ! 
the only man in li*e world, for all !.v „ 
saw of humanity.

Something would not let h«m desert j 
the helplvfiS cie.Uure; but what was ! 
ho to do _ ultimiiteiy ? Coinnsvd ' 
though*s of an asylum in his own! 
city occhrred to him Perhaps Pin - ! 
vidcnco would ifltevpo.se. Hero c.anio • 
the train ; ami, wiiii a vague tvv.si •, 
something, h-> ;x-vly knew wh.i 
up entered the ear.

‘ A alien; 
u vim-on 

! baby via 
eagerm-s 
tagged 

'Vite : 
lull t he
had fu-:; -tien her morning’s repast of 
(::::• uinbfvs ami onions.'

i b" 1 a by by : ills time had one hand

u; i!;

(:.ÎK-:;ed the Professor, 
ihuignation, and tho 

•y near falling in tho 
i whieh its protector 

v/m.low with one hand, 
•re was close enough ; 

•ar woman at his back

s long Aiken, brown beard, and
other

batIt.Y :

it ?’

— and vi
PI TA TIE U- IX : t ) him

Tho hit by still si cot. Gently ti <; SO • 11 vv.

professor in id it duy: i upon his knee, wiping
thinking of th; ti;.m when he had That >
car yd for just such ml piers créât ur- . bad: ;
motherless, and, In t for him, ah.o- sight,
get her friendless.

In his miuù’ô eye iu3 saw a painted loaned
balcony, overhung by green vines ; little o
by his side a soli lui y rocking-chair. up :,.or
and a unique liitic bed rondo up on :.:i grata r
old yello.v settee, tw > faded footstools live: or
and a campstool, composing thoctu- ploavft:
doov furnishing oi the place. ’.he lv;

He could seu him. elf .sitting. 'Jure m-yiiiV.
j with the i atieut-b{iL v • fiv v iuoking »: ] c.v- . s-a
j into hi4. De voulu .-vu the dim d.t- mimir;
| linos of the mi nt :;;i «s, blue and gvi** ‘ 1? .
j and amber, hi i- 1 i or black v.!:h jlirW ,
: clotvl shad ows ; t’ !• Co* d nio,‘;.iv .v » -lie
| lying at th.eir : l ; an 1 i.vi.rv?, aThe old man chuckled.

the woman, why maybe she’ll bo at «.all and slender, shouting
witu tUCS;
from their!

his watch-chain—a 
: wiiiuh nothing in life but a 
mi l • ibly achieve. Whiio
• ‘-rvcii^fy trying to save hia 
wlik-li was an old hcirloovi, 
y hlvirU r., it suddenly occurred 
that the woman in the next 
^ vvyii'g. Yes, she Was surely 
her g''1 with a handkerchief.

• which 1.-, situated in the 
fi the head, and answers for 
and which in him was vciy
fold him so. Presently she 

forward, and chirruped to ti e 
h , v. \rt was evidently making 
niinu ; •> a change in tho pro- 
e. Goodness had Uecoma 
.c t.> ’, « r ; mall faculties. Tfte 
;t smüo tv.id clucking chocked 
io ns ou’.vn ( uvvq of the Crims(« ti 
uku she stared with rounder 

■ - iij ’.rticuiatc gurgling at her

cts nie l.) thinking of a dc.-r 
iri : ha' T lost not long ago, sir 
mly .yvo [ ever had,’ svid the 
i. aft-Jr a slight indulgence ini 
!u Latin with tho absorbed 
■‘kk very hard’ sir, to lose

>

the koers when they come. I don’t brown fissures, where one could find i them —oh, (Vs very hard! One’s home

I

1


