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“Peasant Found Guiilty of Mur-
dering His Children.

e e

KILLED FIVE OF HIS FAMILY

i d

Surviving Child Pleaded for the Life
of Her Father Though She Barely
Kscaped Losing Her Lite—Real-
ism Too Horrible for the Stage—

An Extraordinary Judge.
Chartres, Dec. 80.—After a week’s
trial, whicn has attracted the at-
tention of the whole of France,
Brierre, tife farmer of this vicinlty,
who, April 21st, murdered fcur of his
aughters, aged respectively 14,

‘~<Ml, b, and 4, and his son, 7 yeare of

age, stabbmg and beaung them to
gdedym withe chey were in bed, was
found guilty to-day, and was cobn-
demnea 10 be decapuated by the
guillotine. Brlere persisted in  de-
claring himsell innocent, and defend-
ed himsell with the habitual cunning
of the French peasant. But the cir-
comstantial evidence was overwhelm-

ing.

A pathetic incident of the trial
occurred when Briere's surviving lit-
tle daughter, who, the police declare,
only escaped the fate of the other
children by not responding to Briere’'s
invitation to go to see him, went on
the witness stand sobbingly, and
protested thiat her father was in-
nccent, and begged the court to.re-
atore him to her.

An Extraordinary Judge.
_This is the first time a man has
been tried m France ior murdering
his five litite chiidren, beglaning
with the eiwuest, by successiveiry cut-
ting their wnroats while sleepiug, in
oruer, as the judge hiunsell proclaims,
to murry s midiress, 4 woman ol
repuited wealih, who did not want
to wed a man with a family. Brierre,
the accused, is a haru-neaded, re-

uL peasant, the owner vl a small
v @ near e piciurosque Village of
Co

icez. He cmplatically deciares
his innocence, stauny that he is the
victim of ine hatrea of his towns-
fouk, whu, at the instigation of an-
othel peasant, vne Luoin, the father
of the woman he wanted L0 marry —
the man wnom he accuses of being
the real murderer of bis live chiluren

stained blade of a plough wiih which

- } —concealed wm his stable the blood-

the crime was committed, and placed
oter blood-stained objects oa the
ipremises, thereby providiug o chain
of circumstantial evidence.

Tue Juuge refusea wo allow the jur-
ors to examime the premises where
the erime was commicted, and con-
duets tue  trial as i we were a pro-
secpling attorney, working tooth
and nait Lo bring home to tue accused
one ol tfie most inhuman crimes
heard of sincé Meuea of Colcnis
slu‘ugn'tcrod,;éur caildren she bore to
Jason.

{fuis extraordinpury Judge, whose
method would under almost any other
Judicial procedure than that of Franee
furnish grounds for a new trial,
broke forth in angry expletives, say-
ing : “This is how this murderer en-
teced the room; this is the way he
cut his children’s throats. If you
don’t believe it, why, I do; and that
is enough for you to convict him.”
And again: *“Oh, oh! Your pretended
robbers only wounded you, and did
not kill you. Well, had I'been in their
placepd would not have missed kiliing
you. you-ifiay feel sure of that.”
Strange to say, the conduct of the
Judge chused grent delight among
the townsfolk of the accused, and
when counsel for the defence objected
to the ruling of the bench, and ob-
gerved that his client had a right to
express his Indignation and that he
wept each time that his dead children
were spoken of, the audience in the
court house began to yell with fury
at the prisoner, shouting, “Kill him,
kill him.” And a venerable. mild-man-
mnered gentleman with white mous-
tache called out, “Enough, enough.
Let him be guillotined right away.”
Judge Belat smiled, rang his bell, and
finally restored order, and the trial
was continued in the stuffy httle
colirt house within a {stone’s throw
of Chartres Cathedral.!

A Ghastly Scene.

A brief virit yesterday to Char-
tres. which is only two hours by
_rail from. Paris, showe:l one of the
mos: graesome and tragic features
of French ceriminal procedure.
Brierre, the prisoner accused of mur-
dering his five ch'ldren, was led
from the court-room and stripped;
fn an anteroom they reclothed him
with all the garments which he
wore when found lying helpless in
his farmyard the day after the
crime. The wretched man was
brought, with tears in his eyes,
before the bench in blouse, shirt,
and trousers, all besmeared with
dried and crystallized blood, while
Dr. Dudefoy and other chemical ex-
perts, raised his arms, bared his
sleeves, and disclosed his blool-
stained undershirt. Atlast the judyye
himself walked down from the bench,
got on his knees before the prisomer

and began fingering him all over |
and pointing out to the jury what |
stains were, in the opinon of ex- |

perts, those caused by the blood of
his dead children, and thosz which
were suppose<d to have been made
by his own blood in defending h m-
self from his alleged assassin.

The scene was so apnalling that
an eminent Par n dramate
oritic remarked: ‘{iood - heavens
this is too frizhtful! If such
gcene were put on the stase of the
theatre no Parisian awlience would
stand it.”

Chamber of Horrors,

The make matters still more lugu-
brious, a large table stool in the
court-room, upon which were 7lis-
played, as in a ¢hamber of horrors
of some dime musoum, the blade of
a plough, with which the judge de-
elares the prisoner cut his  chill-
ran’s throats, nul the huze mllet
with waich he is ¢hnrgedl with nav-
ag beiten oul their brains. Both

were - splattered with bll)od un'fl‘

stained pleces of wrapping paper
and other stage properties of this
extraordinary crime. -/

The expert evidence, as usual, was
negative, but still created doubt in
favor. of the aceused, which in af
. Americafi- court the prisoner’s coun-
sel would have been able to turn
to his client’s advantage. Not so,
however, at the Chartres Assizes.

—

FARMERS" HOUSE BURNED.

Four Persons Lost Their Lives
in the Flames.

AN OVERHEATED KITCHEN STOVE

Dubois, Pa., Dec. 30.—Word reached
| here to-day of a terrible holocaust:
that occurred about three miles from
Summerville, Jefferson county, yes-
terday morning. The home of John
Ashbaugh, a farmer, was destroyed
by fire and four persons were burned
0 death. One other is burned in
such a manner that recovery is very
doubtful, and four others are seri-
ouely burned and ‘njured.

The dead are:

Wuliam Asbvaugh, 22 years of age,
& brouer ol ithe owner of the Ash-
vaugn home.

Mubel Ashbaugh, a
dauguter.

Hurry Ashbaugh, a 1Q-year-old son.

James Ashbaugh, a Y-year-ovld sou.
thav recovery is doubtful.

Mrs. Ashbaugh, severely burned;
leg broken, ang injured iunternaily by
jumping Irom a second-story window.

Joun Ashbaugh, ithe husvand and
father, severcly burned and sulfering
ircm exposure.

Two young chiliren painiuliy burn-

12-year-old

ed.

The affair happened at an early
hour in the morning, and the fire
was undoubtedly caused by an over-
heated stove.

Mr. Ashbaugh got up in the moran-
ing, repienisiied the fuel in the kitch-
en stove aud then went back to bed.

terwards by smoke

room he occup.ed, and he,

lower part oi the house ¢

ran through the house ¢

ed everyone, aund then m

outside witn his two sma

dren. Ye hurried back and

for his wife, brother [

dren, who were still

He succeeded in reaching a room that
hhlad been occupied by the children,
but only one, the 8-year-old boy,
Herman, was there.

He, could hear the screams of the
four others in a room across the
hall, where it is supposed they were
lured in their bewilderment, sup-
posing it to be a way out of the
house. Mr. Ashbaugh could not en-
ter the room. The flames were so
fierce he was compelled to fight his
way from the house. Meantime Mrs.
Ashbaugh had jumped from an upper
story window, ani was lying on the
ground, with a broken leg, andsuf-
fering from internal injuries and
burns.

Mr. Ashbaugh dragged his wife
and the three children further away
from the burning house, the walls
of which were now falling in. He
carried bundles of hay, straw and
feed eacks from the barn, with whizh
he wrapped them up. Then tying his
own feet, which were badly burned
and cut, in sacks, and with nothing
on but his right clothes, -and they
having been partly lurned off him,
he ran over a mile through the snow
and zero weather to the homes of
neighbors and gave the alarm.

GIAL STUDENT  BURNED,

Put Alcohol on Her Body and
Set Fire to it.

Philadelphia, Dec. 30.—Miss Lilllan
Vickers, a student at Bryn Mawr Col-
legge, met deatih in a horrible form
yesterday. She covered her nude
body with alcohol ane was burned
to death before the eyes ol & number
of her companions. Whoether the g.ri
was mentally unsound and set fire to
herseli or wheuice the aleohol was
ignited accidentaliy, 15 not knowin.

The girl's rovmmace suil that Miss
Vickers arose about o oclock and
wene into the bath-room, which was
near their apartmont. Half an hour
later she riun ouc mto che corridor
all aflame, sereammyg for help and
crying irom palia. Soveral swudents
threw blaukets over her, bat  the
fianmes concinued to burn, and she fell.
Meaical assistance was summoned,
but her body wis charred ali over
and it was impossible to save her.
Siae died in aive hours without re-
gaining conscious~ness. -

Iu is said at the coilege that Miss
Vickers has recendy hoad an idea that
she was suffering from liprosy. Her
friends tried to dispel the idea from
her mind, but #h* persisted that she
was a vietim of the discase, and tried

e

hair. Also on the table were blood- |

many remeaics for it. A few days
ago she said she had been told that

would eifect a cure. It is not known
whether she had appl o0 the spirits
before to<lay, bui after the necident
a bo.tl> partiy f1ed with ilz hol was

i found in thi¢e bath-roo }

There was no i “n the bath-
| room. an1 how th:al.o caught fire
i Is a mystery. IL w «qd by one of

A HE I B
! the students that Miss Vickers may !

Chave sget fire to the aleohol deliler-
itely with th» intention of ending
L lif> or of bur: T ont
ease, This th ory th
i'irs do notl b l'eve. The woman

b was about n netsen 5 o'd, and

| had hoen at Bryn Mawr nearly three
vears. Hor home wa= in Los Angoles,
Cal. She was g begh? eivl, withi jolly
disposition. anl on excollont stulent,

Mrs:. Duffy. a respeetoed resident of
Pitt birg Township nhar Kingston,
who lived alr was found dead in
b~1 by a neiglbor. She was aged
685 years. Doath was dae to natar-
4l eauses.

to wash the entirée bxiy in alcohol |

\RGED WITH
WITCHGRAFT.

Chicago Woman Said - God
Would Send Defence,

AND A LAWYER APPEARED.

Neighbors Say She is a Witch—She

. Breaks Down and Tells of Her

Struggles for Her Family—Hyp-
notism in the Case.

Chicago, Dec. 30.—Because she had
prayed for assistance in her trouble
Mrs. Helen Roth, 1911 Cortez street,
says Attorney Miles J. Devine was
sent by the Lord to the Court of
Justice James Dooley to defend her
against the charges of witchcraft
brought by her neighbors.

The scene, a dramatic one, occur-
red in the Court of Justice James Doo-
ley yesterday afternoon. On the

enches sat almost a dozen wit-
nesses who had sworn that the de-
fendant had attempted to hypnotize
them. Weird tales of witcicraflt,
hypootism and other mysterious
things were told His Honor by the
witnesses.

“I am a defenseless woman,” the
victim pleaded when the case against
her was called. “I have no witnesses
to speak for me.”

“Have you not even a lawyer to
appear for you?” asked His Honor
in a kindly tone of voice.

Put Faith in tue Lord,

“I have nobody but the good Lord
to help me,” answered the defend-
ant. He is with me at all 'times. He
will send somebody here to help me.
I have prayed to Him to tbe near me
and to assist me and I know He wiil
not fail.”

She had hardly finished her state-

ent when Attorney Devine walked

o the courtroom, being interested
another case.
Ah, my prayer has been answer-

” declared Mrs. Roth. * The Lord
as sent my protegtor already.”

the woman approached At-
torney Devine and declared that it
was the Lord's wish that he appear
as her counsel without any pay or
compensation.

Attorney Devine gazed in surprise
at the pale, careworn-appearing wo-
man before him. Suddenly he was
seen to throw off his overcoat and
2 moment later the ex-city attorney
announced that he was there-to de-
fend Mrs. Roth.

Say She 1s a Witch.

Then began a further effort to
convince Justics Dooley ‘that Mrs.
Roih wai: possessed of extraordinary
hyprotic powers, and that her weird
practices had thrown her neighbors
into a state of intense fear and
excitement.

Mrs. Roth iook the stand in her
own behalf. She told of her strug-
gles to bring up her family of chil-
dren. '

*I have sicod un the cold street
corners for hours,” she said, ‘selling
flowers so that I could bring up my
children and provide for them a
liome. I am at the present time
paying off monthly dues on my home,
and as the result of my present trou-
ble I have been ordered to leave my
home.”

At this point the woman broke down
and wept several minutes despite the
efforts of a representative of the
Woman’s Protective Association. to
comfort her.

“I am not a crazy woman Neither
am 1 insan» nor a witch, as these
women would have the court believe,”
said the defendant. “I was born in
Germany, and my father wasa
colonel in the Germany army. i was
nurse in several hospitals in Holland
for years, and a successful one. I am
familiar with hypnotism and know

how to use it. It is the mysteries of ;

this science which puzzie my neigh-
bors and makoe them believe I am a
witeh. In their ignorance they mis-
construed my efforts to benefit them
and have brought disgrace upon my-
selfl and family.”

Attorney Device made an. earnest
plex that defendant, ecomplainants
and witnesses all shike hands. Mrs.
K. Donovan, the complainant, how-
ever. refused, saying she feared the
woman, and the case was finally con-
tinued ten days with the understand-
ing that Mrs. Roth eonfine her hyp-
notic eiforts to her own family.

ELECTAIC TRAIN ON FI3E.

Strange Disaster to an Elec-
" tric Train in a Tunnel,

SEVERAL INJURED—NONE KILLED

Liverpooi, Liea. H1,—A terrible dis-
aster occurred this evening
overhead elegtric railw A
three curs L app
southern terminus av Pingls Station.
It 18 understool that it had unloaded
a majority ol its passgengers at the
Hercul tieam dock. which is the pre-
ceding sttion. It is now stated that
the moior of th» rear e wr failed in its
fusing m - chanism. firing the wcod-
work of Thae ear. The strong air cur-
rent Chrough the tunnel, whizh is a
fifth of & m.1: tonz, caused (he entire
train Lo cateh on fire, thuas i
the thousinis ol pilvi-un ero
eleepers, anld fillng the tunnel
dens smoko. Simueltineously
gt were exti: P h«l, snl Dingle
Station was  guick ) filled with
em ke, )

The offici s, ¢ Lnpavwe nr the
cuse, flog, t! 1n ‘k abkanlton-
ing hils ¢ . ho arnel of
AR s
and
out by
som~ of the p.
runnins,

| Lord Dalkeith; son of the Duke of

The fire brigade is flooding the tun-
nel from both ends. @

The Times’ Liverpool correspond-
ent says it Is believed that all the
passengers escaped through the sta-
tion, except two, who were taken to
a hospital. They were severely, but
not dangerously, burned. About five
others were slightly burned. . The
motorman, who was severely burned,
was also taken to a hospital. The
train was complately destroyed.

BRITANS AL STRENGTH

Opinion of Clover, ' Naval
Attache at Loadon.

WAS NEVER MCRE EFFICIENT.

Washingtos, Dec. 30.—In an inter-
view this eveniag Commander Rich-
ardson Clover, naval attache at the
American embassy in London, who
is here on leave of absence, declared
that the naval forces of Greal Brit-
ain are in a far more effective and
efficient condition than the Contin-
ental Powers believe, and that never
in her naval development has Brit-
ain bsen stronger on the seas.  Re-
cent torpedo boat accidents have
made little impression in British
naval circles, he declares, and their
programme calls for the continued
advance of the highest class of boats
of the swiftest possible speed. Com-
mander Clover added: °

“The naval force that Great Brit-
ain is capable of exerting is equal to-
day to that of any three Continental
Powers and was never in a more
efficient condition. The British ser-
vice has been severely criticised, but
much of this criticism as to its effi-
ciency is due to a policy of the
Naval League and the press to de-
preciate in the mind of the- public
Britain’s strength, in order that
large appropriations may be secured
for expanding the navy and to con-
tinue the policy of maintaining it
equal ®o that of the combined
strength of any two world Powers.
The policy in Britain seems to be to
impress the pupblic with the weak-
ness rather than the strength of the
British service, with a view to se-
curing additional ships through mis-
apprehension in the public mind that
the force is not keeping pace with
its importance to the nation.

“Here our policy seems to be to
overestimate rather than underesti-
mate our naval strength, which is
not right. The people here seem im-
pressed with the strength of the
navy, especially since the Spanish-
American War, when actunally bet-
ter results might be obtained before
Congress were the impression con-
veyed that we are not so strong.
“*Abroad the United States is reckon-
ed as the seventh naval power, be-
ing outranked by all the Continental
navies, including TItaly. But this
view i not accepted in the United
States, and figures of ships bnilding
and tonnage indicate that the United
States is now either fifth or tied with
Germany for fourth place, outranked
bv Great Britain, France and Russia.
Germany, however, has a more ex-
tensive programme of increase than
the United States and will probably
lead us in a few years at her pre-
sent rate of building unless liberal
appropriations are made here for
naval development. Ship for ship the
new vessels of our navy equal in
every respect those of the foreign
services, but we have comparative-
ly few. Abroad the United States,
while, of course, reckoned as n naval
power, cannot be said to be counted
in any combinations that nations
might make against others. The
Spanish war. did much to enhance
our standing before European na-
val powers, but we are still regard-
ed as entitled to no higher rank than
seventh place, which would place us
nearly slongside «f Japan.

“Britain to-day is stronger than
any two of the most powerful contin-
ental Powers, and stronger than
these with another power includeds
She has 80,000 men afloat, and, al-
though her naval reserve is not so
| strong and perhaps well drilled as
that of France, the real strength of
her personnel is in the trained, dis-
ciplined men afloat, whn are being
constantly Increased. Her channel
fleet is a magnificent aggregajtion

CHRISTHS I~
“THE HOLY LAND.

How the Day Was. Spent in
Bethlehem.

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.

Scene of, a Wonderful Gathering to
Honor the Day—Order of the Pro=
cession and Services—Many Altars
Occupiéd.

New York, Dec. 3L—The World
prints a cablegram from Bethlehem,
showing the manner in which Christ-
mas eve and Christmas day were
this year celebrated in the Holy Land.

According to tne despatch from
Bethlehem the sky wag clear and
the air clLilly on the day before Christ-
mas. At an early hour crowds com-
menced to stream in from Jerusalem
and all the neighboring towns. Many
travelled from Europe, some
even from America. The Euro-
pean cwstumes minglcd with the
uright orieatal dresses made the
sceme varied and vivid with colors,
while in the throng were seen mauy
Bethlehem women.

At the Churen of Natlvity at Beth-
letiem, the Latins, Greeks and Ar-
meuans each have a place ou wor-
suip, but the ceremonies which at-
tracted the thousands were those at
the Catnolic Chureh. Throughout the
morning crowds flocked to the mag-
nilicent Church of the Nativity ia-

effect the llberlatl:u (l!t the
Assuing a certificate of em

and in such: cased the for
shall not have any clalm tof
sation. ’ A il

. “Offences agalast the pro
the edict.shall be published
fine not exceeding 500 Fupbes |
imprisonment for a period ne
céeding three months, except. in
cases where a heavier penalt)
curréd by virtue of other law.”

MAS. DRUGE LOSES

The . Duke of Portland
Now Rest Easy.

—————

REJECTED BY PROBATE CC

London, Dec. 80.—Another cla
a British peerage and dukedol
ccllapsed. The case of Mrs. Floi
Anna Maria Druce, affecting rela
ly the tEle and estates of the
Duke of Portland, has just been
tied in the Probate Court.

After a trial lasting several ¢
before Justice Barnes and a sp
jury, the finding was ofiicially 1
that Thomas Charles Druce died
28, 1864. Inferentiully, the ve.
carries with it the declaration
Druce was cot and could not L
been the fifth Duke of Foriland.

Loses Lol Kigiis.

Though the estate of Druce w:
also at stake, it is considered of
tle importance when iaken inj ¢
nection wich th: conl.s. for Lu.-{ t.tles
by the Jury's auuang Jhe wili lmade
by Druce iu 1860, and a couict ‘writ-
ten in 1864, are acclared vaild Thus
the plaintlr loses the right to claim
for her son both the coveted tiyle of
nobiiity and the Druce property’.

Not a lew greaut fumulies in /Eng-
land breathe easier over the rlesult,
for the conngctions of the Duke of

closing the cave, believed by scholars Portland are so many anu so iuf,uen-

to be the actual birtiplace of Christ.
It was brilliantly illuminated.

tial that the trial had ram.iicd.iions
throughout the kinguom. Tuoagh a

During the foremoon a multitude of | threut has been made that thi: case

people crowded the

great square | wilf yet go to the House of i.ords

fronting the Church of the Nativity, | for finul decis.on, no one believes the

coverlug the housetops on every side.

result wili be otherwise than in the

The procession then appeared, the| Probate Court.

patriarch escorted by Turkish sol-
diers. preceded by the Kawassesv or

Throughout the trial Mrs. Druce
acted in aa extremely eccentric

official guard of the Patriarch and | manner, ahd she has left the lnpres-

convent, advancing to the church.
F F)l'owinz the sacerdotal procession
came that of the French Consul and
bis staff, in uniform, with an escort
of mounted guards, he taking pre-
cedence as representing France, the
recognized guardian of Catholic in-
terests In the Holy Land. Following
his entry into the church came the
beautifur service of vespers and the
benediction. Throughout the evening
the church was well filled with
crowds of worshippers.

At 11 o’clock matine were sung,
and a few minutes before midnight
ull was hushed. Then on the stroke
of the hour the *“Gloria’ arose—ail
in profound adoration to usher in
Christmas morning. Immediately af-
terward the Patriarch ascended the
high altar and began to celebrate
high mass. Thenceforward through-
out Christmas day every altar in the
sacred cdifice was ozcupi>d by prie.ts
suying masses. Many devotees who
took their places at 10 o’clock on
Christmas eve kept their vigils till
11 o’clock on Christmas day, anxious
not to misg one moment of the cere-
monies on the site of the birthplace
of Christ.

GEAMAN SLAVERY IN AFRICA

Paving the Way for its Total
Abolition.

'SLAVES MAY BUY FREEDOM.
Berlin, Dec. 81.—The text of an Im-

perul ewlce ucaling wiul tne gues-
tkon oi domestiic slavery in German
kast Africa Las been published.

lu order Lo pave the way lor the

of fighting force, coustantly kept at
ser and ready for any assignment.
The ships are always in excellent!
condition, and reports of weaknesses |
and rottenness are without the)
slightest semblance of truth. These |
| reports are cirenlated by the Naval |
Le:gue, an organization . for the i
upbuilding «f the British navy, with |
. branches thrcughout the Britizh Is-
lands. In fact, the admiralty will of-
ten refuse to officinlly deny state-
ments of reported defects in the Bri-
tish navy, and rather encourages a
fecling of deprecintiaon of its strengtll!
than magnifying it.

ELDER SONS AT CORONATION.

fathers Must be Dukes to Kntitle
‘Them to Carry King’s Train.

London, Dec. 30.—There Is a cer-
tain amount of curiosity to know
who will be the elder sons to carry
the King's train at the coronation.

‘Lhey should be elder sons of
dukes, and will most probably be
Lor:d Eustgn, elder son of the Duke
of Grafton; Lord Tavistock, son of
the Duke of Bedford; Lord Perey,
son of tie Duke of Northumbcrlad®i;

Duceleneh; and Lord Hamilton, son
of the Duke of Abcrcorn.

These are all of this rank at pre-
sent in Engzland, Lorl Douro and
Lord Tullibardine beias in South
Africa with their rez moents.

Lord Granhy, son of the Duke of
Rutland, is not eligible, as he w'ts
in the House of Lords as Lord Had-
don.

it the present coaes are not home

- June it is podssible that som :of
he elder sons of marauises wiil be
:hosen in their places.

“The Berlin correspoidcnt of the
London Standard learas  that Ger-
m:ny iy apoiat to despateh an ultima- |
tim to Veneziela. Unless Venezue
com>s to a lefinite and sati
tory, arranceiwent with ber G
ercilitors wit v very short Ayl
tie corresponlent says, the German
Government will he preparcd to re-
sort to fore bie weasures.

.

| nt.)t‘ separatoed

Suanidon O uomesiic slavery ia Ger-
maan kast Africa, Lo is aecreed that
e fodowiag reguiations shali be 1n-
cludea m e code:

“uiveitiaer by saie of a man's sell,
no.s by sale cifected py relaiions, nor
Gs paynicat jor debt or fuifliweal ol
oicr welyZadoas, nor as punisument
100 adulecry shail o relationseip  of
slavery be nenceiorward estabisied.

‘wyery domestic slave is empow-
ered to termnate his state of slavery
by payment ol a sum ol money lor
his redempticn. The amount ol this
sum shall be deeided by the com-
peient administrative authorities.

“Lvery slave wuo has paid the
ran:oui appoinied shall receive a cer-
tilicaic 01 emancipation from the au-

‘very comestic slave must be per-
mitted to . .k for himsell during
two days ia ithe week, vr Lo use for
his own purposes the correspouding
proceeds of nis labor. In so far as
existing custom is in this respect

more favorable to the slave, it shall

coitinue in force. In this matter, as
well as in all other differences be-
tween master and domestic slave, the
decision shall lie witn the competent
authorities.

“The master of a domestic slave
is under obligatioa to maintain nim
and provide for him ‘in old age and
in sickness. This obligation is not
cancelled by emancipation granted
during the period of old age or sick-
ness, .

“The transfer of the rights oi own-
crstip ean be accomplished only with
the consent of the slave, and belore
the competent ‘fuathorities, upon
whose assent it shall be depeadent.
Before according sveh consen th
aullor: chall, besides ding
othor points which may = ity
NOTHEANT, arciu’ly test Y legnlit\
of the ownor -hip, and shall take hee:d
that mombers of the same fam'ly be

H another
without thor

“The rizhis of ownersh’'p shall b
foricited in tie event of the ownor’y
ommitt' ne anv grave Lreseh of hik
duty towar l; his slave. The compo-
tent anthorit'es chall ofi 2 aily on
quirs into en=es of vintation of duty
whith  eome to  their inowlodeo,
and are in such cases entitled té

sion that her midd is unbalanced
but, then, her irieids and support-
ers say that her domestic trousles
and_ her legal counicsts and dis¥p-
pointments have been suilicient wo
render erratic the average human
anderstamdiing.

The claims set forth by Mrs. Druce
are the most sensational that were
ever given publicity ian England. She
is the widow of the illegitimate son of
Thomas Charies Druce, wio kept a
large bazaar in Baker stree
don. This store
with underground passage
Druce frequented. At times
not be seen for weeks, a
would snddenly emerge
counting-room and resumd bysiness
as if he had been abseny for only
an honr.

Prying Kyes Shut Out.

About the same period the fifth
Duke of Portland lived in baroniai
spiendor at Welbeck Abbey, aadat
limes occupied his town house ia
London. ‘'t'he latter place was sur-
rounued by high wais that effec-
tively shut out piying eyes into
his movementis. Lut thiugs were
different at Welbeck. 7There the
eccentric nobleman had constructed
subterranean passages, maze-like ia
character, and it was his custom to
disappear and reappear in a mys-
terious way. i

In fact it is the claim of Mrs. Druce
that the Duke left Welbeck Abbey to
become plain Mr. Druce in the Baker
street establishment, and that when
His Grace grew weary of trade he
retraced his steps to bhis country
home, warhed off the stains and
stigma of commerce, and—presto,
change! became again the high and
mighty Duke of Portland.

Thne Duke died Dec. 6, 1879, and was
succeeded in title and estates by a
distant relative, but as Druce, the
merchant, had expired rome years
earlier—or, according to the deetsion
just readered by Justice Barnes, Dec.
28, 1§61—Mrs. Druce asseris that the
shopman simply abandoned the mer-
cantile house forever and remalned
Duke the rest of his days.

His Grace was buried in Kensal
Greem, and Mrs. Druce alleges that
there is nothing but lead pipe in his
coffin. She once got a permit to have
the sarcophagus opeuned, but another
lega! barrier was rals=d, anl it is now
improbatl> that th» cu'slle worl 1 will
ever know what that tomb contaline.

While the Probate Court decicion
hay failed to raise the veil that cov-
ers 1 mysterious double life, and
while ~=ores of prople in England be-
lirve that the Baker street merchant
and the ecceentric nobleman of Wel-
Yeck were one amd the same person,
it 1s certain that Mrs. Druce’s sailor
ron will now never be declared the
rightful heir to the great Dukedom
of Portland.

DIED ON BURNING STEAMER.

Several Lives Lost in Flre Started by
Furnace Spark.

Memphis, Tenn., Dee. 81.—The stera
wlheel steamer San, plying vetween
this port and Fuiton, Tenn, buryed
i to the water's edge at 5 o'clock to-
day, at her mooriags at the wharl
on the ¢ity froat,
The boat arrived from IFulton about
midniglee last night with fiitcen pas-
! sengers, all ol whom were asleep on
(board wihwen the fire broke out.
Of these three are knowa w be lost,
D. H. Rainc¢y and wite, of Oli River,
Tenn., and Mrs. G. M. Ting, of Rich-
ardson, Laniing, Ari. T rel red
remains - have boen recosere:dl {rom
tire wrock. The three-month'-cld
hild of Mr.so Tims i3 o st 8 1
Believed that all the othor peis
boar. cecaped. Tue fire or i
pile of sced coiton
ok, anl probably w
puark from thy jveni-x 4 4 Ko TN
S8 00 0 ant was about
P oinserad. The cargo was totally
lestroyed,

== L e \
The action by the Town of Gunerich

against the Elevator Compuny was

settled at Woodstock Asslzes. .
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