AST MOMENT

Tast July, lies buried
“this morning at twenty’
ﬁxht o’clock, Alexander
cut from the end of
ye in the prison yard,,
box, ready to return to

&mj the murderer both
“deaths, only there is a
One was murdered the
and this is the twen-
when the Mosaic law is
except as a relic of an-

of Davenport by King
particularly atrocious
“blooded affairs which startle
ies omce ‘in a decade.
man in this instance was
defenseless and completely at
‘of his slayer, whose sole ex-
‘his crime was that, to use his
| at the time, he' had
them long enongh. '’
pe* he set up at his trial
flimsy statement that Daven-
‘had, in his handling of the scow
‘they were, endangered his
showing was made which in

been exposed to any,worse
than that of a few inconsequen-
‘due to getting on sandbars
on with pretty nearly every
~coming down the river.
‘While ‘hung up on one of these bars
fiear the mouth of White river, Daven-
made a short ekcursion with one
e other liands in a Peterboro, and
8 return  before he got out of the
King leveled a 44-calibre Win-
chester rifle, and with the remark that
Mpoﬂ) had bumfuzzled them
; h, pulled the trigger and
crashing through the body
is sending him before the
f eternal justice without more than
minute’s warning. q'
dng’s trial in the territorial court,
Judge Craig and a jury was one
most. sensationally dramatic
; ever occurred - in a court
~and Alexander King, as in the
] of the story which closed
: the scene in the prison yard this
~ morning, was the principal actor.
When the judge spoke those fateful
words which fixed the prisoner’s doom
: iy upon himi, King leaned for-
‘ﬁvmthe prisoner’s box and said :
, I'd rather you send me out
| have me shot 1n the motning. Im-
‘is not to my liking.’
was on the jist of July, and
,,Pﬁ has been incarcerated
awaiting this; the day of

the time of his imprison-
¥ has remained impassive,
no sign by word or in his ap-
e, of any effect the anticipation
aching end was having
d notwithstanding the re.
or t alleged interview with
m, in which it was stated’ that he

" ‘down, King has remained

‘or even of regret for his

ng at about 7:30 o’clock
- had received passes from
“ began to present themselves
or police sentry received
it the entrance to the drill

{cution, the sheriff, the condemned

.| morning sunshine, was a small black

hangman's noose tied in the end yawn-

Lof the doors the iron lever by meahs of
~which the executioner was to spring the

 { Alexander King mounted the stairs to
| the scaffb
ded

pa. 3t

The|

4‘ﬁ'ﬁ’§ _ to prove thathe had at|

‘[ certificate to convey the information

-~ »

d stairs
_platform above with its
gRe eidences of the ap-.
gremony, shout 20
nd press represen-
tatives awaited the coming of the exe-

murderer, and guards,

A flag staff had been raised on one
end of the scaffold, and rove to the
halliards of this, hanging limp and
still in painful contrast to the bright

flag. Whether it hung there at the
foot of the staff intentionally or
whether its not being hoisted was an
oversight or not, it seemed most appro-
priate that it stay where it was.™

The top of the scaffold was open with
the exception of -the huge beéam which
extended across above the trap, and
from the center of which hung the
rope, a st ut piece of manilla, with the

ing for the head of its victim. Beneath
this was the trap, a pair of doors open-
ing in the center and spinging down
and out when opened, and by the side

trap open,
‘At two minufes before eight o’clock

B1d. His tread was as firm and
ided as if He Had been walking
down the street a free man. :

He wore moccasins and blue jeans,
and a blue shirt, much, the worse for

was uncovered save by the covering
provided by nature in the long and
heavy gray hair which has attracted
attention to him on other occasions.
His arms were securely strapped behind
him above the elbows, so that he car-
ried his hands by his sides, slightly
extended. His long gray beard, un-
kempt and discolored by tobacco, added
somewhat to the pallor of his face,
which was due to confinement more
than to fear of what was awaiting him.
Stepping towards the center of the
platform he turned his head to ome
side and looking meditatively and
somewhat curiously at the rope and
‘beam, said, as if speaking of some very
trivial matter, ‘‘I guess that rope will
‘do me the rest of my life.”

‘*Step this way, please; right here,’’
said ‘the executioner, indicating the
center of the trap.

Without an instant's hesitation the
doomed man stepped firmly upon the
spot indicated. The executioner spread
the noose and placed it.around his
neck, drawing the loop up and fitting
the knot -jugt in front of the left ear.
“Pix that right, now; I don’t want
to bé strangled,’’ said King, as the
rope was being adjusted.

The noose fitted, the executioner
placed the black cap on King's head.
and began drawing it over his eyes;
when Sheriff Eilbeck said: ‘‘Wait a
moment. King, is there anything you
want to say?”’

“fNo, sir; I have nothing to say,”’
was the reply. “‘They’re all for sensa-
tion now a days; they don’t want the
truth, and I have nothing to say."’

Then the Rev. Mr. Grant stepped
forward, and King’'s voice rose ina
sort of suppressed, nervous cry, a cry
such as he was heard to utter that day
in the courtroom, and his last words
were poured forth with his face up-

turned - towards that heaven against
which he had transgressed.
“Lord Jesus Christ, receive my

soul!.’’ he cried, and the minister’s
“Lord God, hear this soul’s prayer,”
was cut short by the crash oighe lever
as the executioner shot it back, and the
trap opened in the cegter. The body
shot dewn through the trap door like a
rocket to the end of the rope, leaving
the marks of his moccasined feet in the
snow: beneath at the first stretch of the
rope. There was a slight rebound of
the body, a quivering and swaying of
the fope, and the spectators, with awéd
faces looked at the hole in the floor,
where but a second before had stood a
man filled with that same awfully mys-
terious something ahimated
them, and where now swung the taut
rope,at the end of which hung a corpse.

From the time the rope tightened
under the weight of his body King
must have, been, if not dead, at least
7_\&9{!y‘7}\§cox_x§cious. as there was not
the slightest move of the body notice-
able, 5
| Looking down at the body from above
as it swung at the end of the rope,
one saw the eyes slowly open and al-
most instantly glaze over in death, the
(muscles of the jaws relax and. the
tongue-loll, and it needed no medical

which

that Alexander King was no
among the living.

 Twenty minutes later the body was
cut down and placed in a plain wooden
box painted black on the outside, wher
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Society and the death of Herbert
Daven have been avenged ; the ont-
raged law has beemsappeased,and blind-
folded justice has been satisfied. As for
Alexander King he has gone before the
bar of that court at whith sooner or
later all must appear and plead. He
has anticipated the inevitdble by a few
short years or possibly houts, and who
shall say that he has not, after-all, got
the best of the bargain

CUTTING DOWN THE NAMES.

Abbreviation a Tendency of the
Times In the Rallway World,
One of the tendencies of the times in
the railroad world is to shorten the
names of the railroad companies. The
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern
was only a few years ago commonly
spoken of by its full name; now it is
tarely called anything but the Lake}
Shore. ¥The New, York Central and
Hudson River railroa#f was the title
preferred by the company for that rail-
way line less than a decade ago, and
some of the officers and agents of the
road endeavored to get their friends
across ‘the state fo drop the custom
that had grown up along parts of the
line calling it the Central-Hudson.
Now, as the advertisements and liter-
ature of the company 'show; it is the
officialg’ desire to have the road known
#na spoken of merely as the New York
Central, and there is a tendency even
to extend the title in a general way to
cover the varfous subordinate lines op-

7

More recently still the cumbrous If
mellifftous  Delaware, Lackawanna
and Western has been put forth ener-
getically in the company’s advertise-
ments as the Lackawanna only. Pop-
ular habit, alded by the custom of the
company in the matter of the marking
of its time tables and some of its equip-
ment, led to the practical dropping of
everything but the word Erie from the
title of that company several years
ago.

The policy of the Pennsylvania in
sticking to that one word in all its af-
fairs as far as possible has been as
consistent as the result has been con-
venient no less to the company than to
the general public. The Delaware and
Hudson Canal company’s railroad was
always impossible as a common title,
and even 'the company had to come
down to the initials D. and H. in mark-
ing some of its rolling stock long be-
fore it got or sought permission to alter
its name so that the canal part e¢ould
be left out.

Some of the long names of railroad
companies in the west are bound to
glve way te shorter ones sooner or
later in the same way. The New York,
New Haven and Hartford company
has sought with mere or less consisten-
ey to:star the New Haven in its title
as the popular name for the road, but
without any very large measure of suc-
cess, partly, no doubt, becauseé the New
Eunglanders found a handy name for
it for themselves, dubbing it the Con-
solidated. But this is of service only
locally of course. :

One of the reasons why the compa-
nies themselves have come to desire
shorter names is that those attract
the traveler, it.is said.—New York Sun.

Oeel.; Tides Under Land.

A sensatlon was caused at Newport
News, Va., by the announcement that
there is a continual ebb and flow of the
ocean’s tide beneath the extreme end
of the Virginia peninsula. Contractor
Guild of Baltimore, who is .putting
down -a  new sewerage system for
Hampton, hag made the startling dis-
eovery, so he says, that the-gtem end of
the peninsula is nothing more than a
huge float, which may at any time
break away from the larger body of
the land. The story is based upon a
scientific hypothesis.  Ie says the wa-
ter which he has encountered in laying
the sewer in Hawmpton rises and falls
with the tide in Hampton creek, which
empties into Hampton Roads below the
¢ity. . At one place, while the tide was
out, he was able to go down four feet
in the street before striking water,
while at the same place when the tide
was In he could only go down two feet
before the water commenced to flow
with alarming rapidity, — Baltimore
American.

‘Fyesh From London,
Dithers- -1 say, Blithers, I've just had
a play actepted by the Piccadilly the-
ater.
Blithers—Oh!
comedy?
Dithers—N-no; a one act farce.
Blithers (laughing)—Ob, only a-farce?

What is it—a five act

Ha, hal

Dithers (sensitive chap, Dithers)—
Well, there's nothing to laugh at in
that.

Blithers (¢ynical chap, Blithers)—No;
being a farce of yoars, there wouldn’t
be.—Pick h}e Up.

Corbett Disappears.
According to a dispatch from New
York, James J. Corbett, " ex-champion
pugilist has mysteriously left the East-
ern metropolis. Mrs. Corbett, who
was seen on the subject by a World re-
porter, i stated to haye said ‘that her
bushand left America to-escape—the

[ which the former agreed to allow Mec-
oy, to win, white fie(Corbett) wagered

[eonsequences which he believed would|

into between Cothett and McCoy, by

woney on the result. At the contest
Corbett refused to carry out his agtee-
ment, - Mis, Corbett said he has left a
etter saying that he had sailed for
_;urope.

g Pearls, i

A Philadelphia dealer in jéwels says
pearls are in good health this summer.
“Pearls are particularly liable to dis-
ease,” he sald. *Commercially, the
bealth of a pearl refers to its luster,
and when it becomes dull you may
know that it is sick. Salt water is. the
only tonic that is known to be effica-
clous in such cases, and after being Im-
mersed io brine for several days tlie
gems will be found to be restored to
their usual health. - The “Summer
months are usually: hard on pearis, but
this year, for some reason, there Is
very little illness among them.”

A Photographie Checking Clock,
An apparatus that has at least the
merit of novelty is on exhibition in
London. It is designed as a checking
clock to record theé arrival of employ-
ees at thelr places of work.  The novel-
ty consists in a sensitized photograph-
#c ribbon attached to clockwork. Each
employee, as he or she arrives, presges
the button of the machine; and imme-
diately his or her-phetograph, together
with a photograpbof, the clock, show-
ing the moment of ar.ival, is impressed
on the movable ribbon. It is said that
the phgtographs can be made at. the
rate of 40 a minute. 3

Oarried the Trap,

A young man who was hunting re-
cently in the Alleghanies, near Red
Oak Knob,  Va. shot a large bald
eagle. The bird measured 7 feet 2
inches '‘across the wings, When the
hunter went to examine the prize, he
was astonished to find one of the
eagle’s claws held firmly in'a powerful
gteel trap, to which was attached a steel
chain five feet loig. Trap and chain
had marks of vicious blows from the
eagle’s beak, showing how he had vain
ly ondeavored to free himself from
them. They had not interfered with
his flight, hgwever.

STAGE GLINTS.
Robert Mantell is in Europe.
Quiller-Couch, or *Q,” the novellst,
has written a farce.

Mrs. Thomas Jefferson, who has been
very ill with typhoid fever, is recover-
ing.

Hilda Clark has been engaged for
prima donna of the Bostonians next
season.

A version of “Prince Otto,” prepared
by T. B. Thalberg, was recently acted
in Glasgow.

Sir Henry Irving and Ellen Terry
are giving a most successful revival of
“Olivia” at the London Lyceum.

A granite column 20 feet high has
been erected over the grave of the late
Bartley-Campbell, in St. Mary’s ceme-
tery, Pittsburg.

Mme. Ada Adini, who is achieving
fame as one of the most ideal Brun-
hildes of the European stage, is- an
American by birth.

Florence St. John is soon to reappear
in London after several years of re-
tirement. She wijll sing the part of
the plaintiff in “Trial by Jury.”

Beerbohm Tre¢, who has frequently
appeared as Jago in scenes from
“Othello,” but never in the title role,
is to take that part in a London charity
matinee.

Frederick W. Sllcox, 70 years of age,
made his first appearance as an actor
at Denver the other week-in Nat C.
Goodwin's company, playing a little
part in “When We Were Twenty-one.”

Through the efforts of Coquelin the
government of France has given per-
aaission for the establishment of a lot-
tery for the benefit of the Society of
Dramatic Artists. About $300,000 will
be raised and will-be devoted to pen-
sioning retired actors,

GENIUS AND FOOD.
.Wagner was a highly practical feed-
er and ate very fast, placing his food
in his mouth and gulping it down _ while
he talked.
Zola would not take honors as a
gourmet. He employs a good cook, but
eats sparingly himself and is careful
as to wines. His dinners are daintily
served.
Napoleon III had a “porcine” side to
his nature:—He was rather a glutton,
and the pictorial promiscuity of his sa-
lon quite horrified English visitors who
enjoyed his hospitality.
Charles Reade could not be induced
to. tiaste mackerel. He shirked beef

dishes. He was fond of mutton and
baked apples. He hated to.get into
evening dress for dinner.

Rossini never ate any breakfast, and
frivolous eritics say this is why he
never wrote serious music, At a ban:
quet given by Napoleon 111 Rossini ate
twice of the Italian spdghetti and de-
molished his portions with gusto.
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