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Sixce the removal of the Crown Lands De-
partment for Ontario to Toronto, the Government,
by a verbal order, suspended/the sale’ of minera:
lands. We trust it may prove that this measure
is either incidental to the movement of the De-
partment, or preparatory to some new and im-
proved regulations regarding the sale of mineral
lands. It is unfortunate that there should have
been a necessity for even a temporary suspension
of sales, at a time when a considerable amount of
money. is seeking investment in our mineral lands.
The season is rapidly wearing away, and in a few
weeks it will be gone.

There may be good reasons for the contrast
but the activity on the American side of Lake
Superior, and the backwardness on the Canadian
side, strike every visitor very forcibly. The com-
ment, we may be sure, is not at al) to the advan-
tage of Canada. The Americans have more real-
ized capital, available for mining enterprises, than
we have ; and they have acquired the necessary
experience. But they took their time to do it ;
and all things considered, our backwardness is
not without some excuse, though none‘that can
fully justify it. Twenty years ago, thére was a
great stir jabout the north shore copper region.
Several companies were ‘formed, and immense
tracts of land taken up ; stock was floated, money

real work was done. Only one or two companies
weiit to work in earnest ; the remainder played dog
in-the-manger for sixteen or seventeen years;
when, in cases where the payment of the land had
revoked. It was thought a better system was
then insugurated ; but beyond the alienation of a
certain portion of the lands, at a dollar an acre,
very little has been done under it. ‘

share who fancy themselves rich, but who know
they are poor. They possess sure sources of
wealth, but lack the means of development.
Whether this arises from their putting too high
an estimate on their property, or whether they
are unable to convinew capitalists of the richness
and value of the deposits, certain it is that the =
thing hangs fire. It may- become necessary for
the Government of Ontario to take some step
that will put the value of the mineral region on
the north of Superior beyond all doubt. This
could unquestionably be dome. We do not at
present go into a detail of the means. The con-
| fidence of English capitalists was sadly shaken by

‘the speculations of 1847 ; and as most things -

Canadian are mor¢ or less in disfavor in England,
the éxisting doubts must be dissipated, if we
are to obtain capital from England to develop
those mines. As things stand at present, the
Americans, who know them better, are more
likely to perform this service. It is obviously
desirable that every facility for the dévelopment of
this region should be afforded by the Government.
Experience shows that this is not to be done by
dronish and speculative monopolies, which did
nothing themselves and prevented everybody else
from doing anything. Nor is the exaction of a
royalty, on the prodmct, likely to assist. It
geems too often to be forgotten that mnations
strive to compete as well as individuals. - No roy-
alty is payable on the American side, and the
imposition of one on ours is a discrimination
against ourselyes. If we burthen ourselves with
weights, how can we hope to win the racé! The
royalty will have to go by the board, and the
sooner the better. . What have we made out of
it! Nothing, or mext to mnothing ; while it is

t00 general state of inactivity that broods over the
north shore.

If all we hear bé true, there are subordinates in
the Crown Lands Offices whom it would not be
prudent to trust too far with any discretion in
manipulating the sale of those lands. We shall
repeat no scandals, though they are commonly
enough repeated on the street. All we say is,
that the sale of these lands should be pat upon
that simple footing, which would preclude the
possibility of subordinates turning their official
position to improper account. Somebody must
be trusted, and we presume there are honest
people in the world. But the making an impro-
per use of information obtained officially should
be guarded against ; and if discovered visited with
due punishment.

We trust there will be no unnecessary delay in
issning new and improved rules for the sale of
mineral lands. The great object should be to

made and lost in stock-jobbing, but very little

encourage the working of the mines. The mere

There are owners of mineral lands on the south”

evidently chargeable in some degre¢ with the =



