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The Deeper Life
On Church Councih

By Rev. S. G. Bland, I).l).
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meat ef Mr. Olsdeteee I bat Uw men 
ef Uw middle ages were Isletlertoellr 
greater ewe lk*« Uw oies ef today - 
is dwrr hrsia posyr share ee.

Hot, I tkiak, Uwre Is so .toebt whet 
ghgf of tk# religieu" end 
ad rear#. Modem errlesiaettesl •••en. 
Idle-, are far mere deeply asd letelb 
gently Christian Iks* nay is Uw post 
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and reader and roertewy aa-l brother 
liaeee they far first. Something ef 
warmth, orwastoeally erew ef eager, 
there may he, and possibly something 
ef lotrigne and what we may rail 
politics, but nothing rompe red with the 
hittrrsr** sad the whrmiag wa Asd 
Is great roe arils Is the pa>t. unira» 
l-oeeibly la Ike very mrlieet dgfrs of 
Christianity.

I question whether there i* anywhere 
is the world te be foeed, a body ef 
aimilar wire asd repreoealative rbar 
ertrr whir h delmtee with esrh an open 
mind and nerh a general and diaiater 
e*te<t desire te lad the right eolutioa 
an one of oar m criera rhurrk roesrilw. 
Macaulay oars said that he ha<l never 
haown a aiagle vote r hanged la 
the Hritlab llou*r of Common* by any 
debate. I fancy it i* a rare event in 
osr own legislatures. I- have ween our 
errleeiaetiml parliament* swung from 
aide la *idr by *hrer forer of reasoning

Hut while I think, mm périrons lie 
tween the present rkurrh rounril* and 
thonr of the past are almost wholly to 
the advantage of the former, there in 
one point where at leant one of those 
earlier ronneila seem* to poneene a super 
iortty.

The fifteenth chapter of Art* give* an 
armant of what in sometime* railed the 
fir»t rhiireh rounril. The primitive 
fburrh waa in danger of being divided 
over the question of the introduction 
of lientile rosverte. Paul and Barnabo* 
through their missionary labor* had eon- 
verte.1 to Christianity large numbers 
of the hmthea. The question wan, 
whether these non Jewish eonverta 
should be required to submit to Ilf? 
«orne reremonial tpgulations an the rest 
of the Christian* who were prmetieallv 
all Jew*. There wa* a strong feeling 
among the older Chrinttane that these 
new Christian* should be required to 
heroine Jew* as well a* Christians Paul 
was determinedly opposed to this as an 
infringement of the libertv whirh he, 
almost alone at firm, saw to be an e, 
•entin) prineiple in the new faith. He 
saw too. ao doubt how the new faith 
would In- handi<-ap|,e I m the great
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would dream of making. This fist 
rounril rlaims to be the mouthpmre d 
the Holy HptriL "It seemed geai b 
the Holy flhoet and to an" they mr 
(Arts XV. $*) No Anglieaa toned, w 
preabyteriaa Aosembly, we Metksdm 
Cewfereeee, no Congregational Ceased, 
would dream ef makiag seek a rlaat ■ 
this for say of their rrselotma*. Ant 
yet, wbea ealmly roseidefed, the torn 
does aet seem preeemptnoee er to 
reasonable. If there in a Dtviae I
who guides' the thought ef we she

i. H ^iitoito^A»•- rk* HiTTielp it w,.,ild seem » if « 
ought to be poneible some tiwm M 
lead to know whrtl.r- II • gunlnae* to 
I wen rereived. The gnidane* ef to 
Spirit would seem of meek lew prw 
tiesl value if men ran never km* 
whether they ere following it er wt 
That fimt fhridiaa gathering rtidnfi 
•ought it aad quite as rleany hebrmd 
they had IL
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Sind when a company of diristiaa am 
have si merely sough t-the guidaaee é 
•he Holy ftpirit and ia that spirit 4 
depeadenre have used their stasd 
s'sro to reaeh a right roeelwsiee. set 
iave been able to arrive at a uhaaiwma 
eoaeltisioa. are they not entitled Is a 
same that that ronrlusioa reprwtotr 
the mind of Mie Spirit f I do net a* 
how sueh an inferenre ran be 1—
Humble dependenre in the guidaare 4 
the ftpirit of Clo<|, due eonsideratias 4

ronquest whirh he saw awaited Chris
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a* rompletelv a* if it were a salji 
bat one.

tiamty if divested of all the Jewish

Culiantie* whirh the first diseiples 
I naturally and inevitable earned 
into it

The great question, one of the moot 
momentous the Christian Churrh has
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The

the question, unanimity of dera 
seem to me the three eonditieae akvk 
guarantee the rightness of the decaisa 

Our modern fviureh Couarils d* to 
«peak witk ronfidenre; they would to 
venture t.. I Inm f.,r their deriwto 
divine authority, lierause, however they 
eonform to the first two ronditieea they 
disregard the third. Churrh reearib 
follow the Parliamentary rule* 4 
order, and if the presiding officer a 4 
a striet and legal turn of mind, ttof 
follow three rule* very rigidly- Tto 
apostle Paul, exrept by a permitted ir 
regularity, rould not s|ieak after to 
Vote ha-l l.er* raHbd for, nor more M 
amendment after an nmendmeat to to 
amendment had already been moved, 
and a majority of one settles a p"

of all bat one. Familiarity with to 
rule* of debate, ingenuity and (do
new in taking advantage of them seme 
times roftnt for more than wisdom W 
high character. Decisioeg rear had by
various majorities after soak diwetot* 
may express the mind of tk> Spirit, kto
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