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ion has taken the place of exertion. The teacher 
,...;is<-s to be a kindly big sister to the child. She is 
>,,\v more dignified and unapproachable. The magic 
linynt of sympathy has been bottled up in sealed

storatre batteries, to be released a little at a time, on 
r;!n. occasions. But there is now no electric thrill in 

touch of the teacher's hand. The insulation be- 
vulii > more complete as the child advances through the
g rades.

livre we have the secret of oinr~ill success. The 
.i;ild comes to realize that it is under the iron heel of 

a system, an intangible tyrannical monster that con- 
; Vois even the teacher. All joyous spontaniety is 
checked. Tasks unnatural and distasteful are imposed 
upon the child, who is asked to apply himself to them 
is the hope of some mythical far away good, or in the 
fear of immediate punishment and pain. Not a trace 
remains of the ecstasy which thrills the normal child 
vt hun engaged in volitional tasks. He is bribed or
browbeaten into dumb quiescence while certain time- 
honored facts are driven home and affixed possibly to his 
m mory. Facts imparted at any other time than when 
die child is ready for them are an injury to the child. 
Book facts, abstract facts, are not for children. Nat­
ural facts, enlightened and glorified by the child s 
imagination, are the only facts worth while.

In other words our children should be kept inclose 
physical touch with nature throughout their whole pub- 
J> school career. The schoolroom such as we know it 

hould cease to exist. Outdoors should be our school­
room, and all outdoors our text book. Think of the 
splendid physical development which an outdoor 
school would give to our boys and girls. The old- 
fashioned schoolrooms might then be re-modelled and 
reserved for the weak, a kind of educational hospital ; 
bin i veil these, should be emptied and cl'osed on every 
ilay the sun shines. Have you ever considered what a 
hardship it is to keep .our children caged in dingy, 
poorly ventilated schoolrooms, when the flowers, the 
birds, and the sunshine are calling? Is that which is 
gained within the prison walls of the school even a 
partial compensation for that which is lost by the child, 
tu light and laughter, pure air, wholesome, exercise, and 
above all freedom? Freedom—a word which is al­
most verboten, and is fast becoming obsolete. Herein 
t; new education would achieve its highest function, 
to restore to humanity the inborn sense of natural 
tr odom. which for generations has been suppressed as 
•' -'«■(.(] of wil growth. What has become of the boast - 
1 '1 Anglo Saxon freedom, which once rose sheer and 
’1 air square to the universe? It has shrivelled, crumbl­
'd and decayed, until over its fiducial edge a raven- 
i 1 mob of priests, politicians, profiteers and the prole­
tariat comes trampling and despoiling. M hat, has re­
duced red-blooded Saxons and Felts to this supine at- 
1 ''luh- ? Their education, fathered by priest craft, fos- 

1 r-lathered by statecraft, wet-nursed by plain graft.

Spoon-fed, cozened, coddled and coaxed, our education­
al system has grown into a Frankenstein feeding upon 
the vitals of humanity. L am not preaching socialism, 
or bolshevism, but Naturalism, or plain unadorned 
nature, without any ism. In my eyes, nature is a 
higher authority than any law written or unwritten. 
So long as man's laws conform to nature, they are bene­
ficent? forceful and abiding, but when they are based 
on artificiality, superstition, or convention, they are 
blighting, enervating and*transitory.

The evolution of the human race is not yet com­
plete. Education must necessarily be an important 
factor in the development of mankind. The ideal man 
is there in tin' shapeless marble. The hand of the 
great sculptor is at work. Education is the chisel
which he wields. Some day the god will stand reveal­
ed,—not a grinning Faun but a serene-browed Apollo.

ITo be concluded.]

Note Concerning Dean Coleman

Dean ( ’o]email (whose article on “The University 
Tradition" appears on page 13) is a graduate of the 
University of Toronto and of Columbia University, New 
York City. From the latter institution-lie received the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and from Teachers’ 
College, associated with tin* university, he was granted 
1 he doctor's diploma in education.

IIis teaching experience covers work in elementary 
and secondary schools and in universities in both Can­
ada and the United States.

After obtaining his degree from Columbia he was 
for a short time head of the department of Education 
in the University of Colorado, and State High School 
visitor. Upon the organization of the Faculty of Ed­
ucation in the University of Toronto in 1907 he was 
asked to return to his Alma Mater as a professor in 
that Faculty. After six years of service in Toronto 
he was offered the Deanship of the Faculty of Edu­
cation in Queen's University, Kingston. He was as­
sociated with Queen’s for some seven years,and came 
to the University of British Columbia as Dean of the 
Facility of Arts and Science and Professor of Phil­
osophy in September of last year.

Aside from his university work he has taken a 
special interest in religious education. Some years 
ago he was asked by the American Presbyterian 
Church to prepare a text book for use in the teach­
ers’ training course in that very influential and pro­
gressive body and for many years syndicated articles 
from his pen have appeared in the sunday-school peri­
odicals of various evangelical organizations in both 
Canada and the United States.

Professor Coleman is of Canadian birth and an­
cestry, and his interest in the wider problems of 
Canadian social life is shown by the fact that he is 
a member of tin* executive committee of the National 
Council of Education. He is also a member of the 
Kiwanis Club of Vancouver, and an active member 
of the educational committee of that Club.


