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FROM THE PAPERS.

At the meeting of the Baptist Union 
in Southampton, resolutions in favour 
of disestablishment, and in approval of 
the course adopted by the government 
in Ireland wore adopted.

Native Christian women in Calcutta 
are awake to the benefits of Christian 
publications and have made a venture 
themselves by issuing a small monthly 
magazine, bearing the name Khristiya 
Mohati or Christian Woman.

Dr. Kiernan, of Chicago, who was 
one of Guiteau’s expert witnesses, last 
week expressed the opinion that upon 
sn average one person in every five is 
insane. This is giving a pretty wide 
sweep te the insanity theory, unless we 
invent an entirely new meaning for the 
word.

A student who was refused admission 
to Purdue University unless he would 
sign the pledge required of all the stu­
dents before entering, not to identify 
himself with a Greek fraternity, brought 
suit in a court against the faculty, and 
the case has just been decided, sustain­
ing the faculty in the regulation.

Of the crowds of office-seekers drawn 
to Washington by the meeting of Con-, 
gross the Boston Advertiser says very 
truthfully: “ Out of ten applicants who 
go to Washington, depending upon the 
success of their mission, nine will be 
disappointed, eight will be demoralized, 
and the majority will be ruined.”

According to Robert Collyer, “ it was 
asked of Col. Ingersoll after the aséissB 
nation of President Garfield, 1 What 
can you say to comfort us now I' ‘Not 
one word.’ That was a true confession. 
And what can Infidelity say to comfort 
ny one in any trouble, in the hour of 

bereavement or of death? A o‘ one Word. 
—N. Y. A dvocate.

By the way, I heard the other day 
that a leaders’ meeting complained that 
their minister was ever neglecting them 
to serve another denomination. The 
minister replied that he had a large 
soul, and belonged to the universal 
Church. A brother shrewdly suggested 
that the universal Church should pay 
him his salary.—Table Talk, Methodist.

We can understand a brother having 
had three or four invitations, and select­
ing une ; but according to the reports in 
the papers, some brethren are credited 
with accepting two. And “our own 
correspondents” assure us that the an­
nouncement is correct. Such things en­
liven the proceedings of the Stationing 
Committee. —Irish Evaiiqelist.

In both France and England the 
study of Greek and Latin inscriptions 
has been taken up as a part of classical 
education. The French are in advance, 
for they are taking measures for work­
ing into the regular school course visits 
of inspection to the inscriptions preserv­
ed in the museums of Paris and other 
cities.

The Free Church Commission of As­
sembly has had a long discussion on dis­
establishment. A motion for immediate­
ly pressing the question was carried by 
a very large majority. The demand for 
the present is limited to Scotland. Grie­
vances arising from the Established 
Church, amounting in some instances to 
persecution, were specially referred to.

An American residing in Europe, has 
an article in the current Contemporary 
Review on city life in the United States. 
In describing the theatres, he says: “A 
friend of mine, who lately made tho 
tour of them all, was inclined to think 
that those patronized by the roughs in 
the Bowery were less immoral than 
those patronized by the residents of 
Fifth Avenue. ”

A missionary writes from Ceylon : 
“ It is a noticeable fact that where 
Christian women are married to hea­
then husbands, generally the influence 
in the household is Christian ; whereas, 
when a Christian man takes a heathen 
woman, he usually loses his Christian 
character, and the influences of the 
household are on the side of heathen­
ism.”

A handsome memorial to Thomas 
Clarkson, the philanthropist, was unveil­
ed the other day at Wis beach, England, 
°n the spot where Clarkson once dis­
mounted to rest, and while meditating 
npon the scene about him, resolved to 
dedicate himself to the liberation of the

slave. The memorial is in the form of 
a st tue, beautifully carvsd in white 
An caster stone.

The tide is turning in India in favor of 
allowing widows to re-marry, and it is 
becoming unsafe for the old fogies to 
advocate their opposition. The Indian 
Spectator says that a Beotian Brahman, 
who was defending life long widowhood 
in the cars, was withstood by his own 
caste, scoffed, taunted, abused, hissed 
at, and finally driven out of the car in 
disgrace.

The hole/tendent says of the last act 
in the Thomas trial : “ His friends say 
that it was not a manly and brave act 
of the judicial committee to take advan­
tage of his position to throw out his 
appeal. We hardly see this. Indeed, 
we are not sure that they could with any 
self-respect entertain the appeal of a 
man in contumacy. Certainly it will 
not he in good taste for him to find fault.”

The Herald ami Presbyter says : 
Marian Harland is well known as a 
writer on kitchen economy. Her real 
name is Mrs. Terhune. Khe teaches a 
class of forty young men in the Sun- j 
day-school of the Congregational church j 
in Springfield, Mass.. of which her bus- i 
band is pastor. Her teaching is said to 
be as interesting as he* novels and her 
cookery book.

Mr. John Bright, in a speech deliver­
ed at Rochdale on the occasion of re­
ceiving congratulatory addresses upon 
attaining his seventieth birthday, refer­
red to disestablishment, and expressed 
his belief that “ the State would be no 
less Christian, and the Church much 
more so by the change,” and that the 
movement is making progress and 
“ marching on to a certain and not very 
remote success.”—Irish Evam/elisl.

thrusts a sharp point into him when he 
says, “ We cannot help feeling that if 
a Christian minister had said half as 
much in praise of Jesus as Mr. Cliaiaey 
does of his leader, he would be consi­
dered by him as a auperstitious fanatic."

“ All for Christ. ” These were the 
words accompanying an act which de­
serves a permanent record. A gentle­
man last month stepped into the office 
of the Secretary of Domestic Missions, 
and left a check for 813,200. He then 
left a check for the same amount in the 
office of the Secretary of Foreign Mis­
sions. Both checks were signed with 
his own name, bub as attorney for an­
other party. He said he was not at 
Liberty to mention the name of the 
donor. All he was permitted to jay 
was, that it was “ All for Christ. ”— 
New York Church. Weekly.

He TO MAKE GOOD CLASS-LEADERS.

Rev. Dr. Howard Crosby of New 
York, will next Sunday evening lecture 
on the 22nd chapter of the Book of 
the Revelation, completing a seventeen 
years’ course of expository sermons on 
the Bible, in which he has led hia con­
gregation through the entire Scripture, 
from Genesis through the last chapter 
of tho Apocalypse. These sermons have 
been delivered on Sunday evenings.— 
Episcopal Recorder.

A temperance exchange says : “ In­
dianapolis has one hundred Sunday 
schools and three hundred saloons As j 
a result in ten years she has had six 
thousand conversions to Christ and 

j fifty thousand arrests before the mayor’s j 
| court for drunkenness. She has had I 
four hundred graduates in public schools | 
and seven hundred and fifty graduates I 
out of the grog shops into the jienitenti- I 
ary.”

A commission has been appointed in 
Russia, and is now sitting at St. Peters­
burg, under the presidency of Prince 
Sehtscherhatotf, to consider what 
measures should be taken against the 
spread of drunkenness in that country. 
The St James Gazette says that “ some 
idea of the extent of the evil may be 
obtained from the fact, that in the year 
1880 the receipts from the tax on spirits 
amounted to 125,000,000 rubles, or 
more than a third of the whole revenue.

An incident related by the Rev. Wm. 
Herbert Smyth, of Port Austen, Michi­
gan, a home missionary whose circuit 
embraces a part of the burnt district, 
forcibly illustrates the destitution which 
still exists there. Writing of the case 
of a woman to whom he gave $5,he adds: 
“In a moment she fell on her knees, 
held up the bill in her hand, saying, 
«O God, this is too good of you ; ’ then 
begged me to take half the amount and 
give it to a poor neighbor a mile away, 
but fortunately I had $5 for her too. ”

The Now York Observer says : “Poly- 
carp was converted at nine years of age, 
Matthew Henry at eleven, President 
Edwards at seven, Dr. Watts at nine, 
Bishop Hall at eleven, and Robert Hall 
at twelve. The Church is arousing itself 
to do more for the children than it has 
done in the past. The preaching of 
five minute sermons to the children 
each Sunday, before the sermon to 
adults, is the latest and most success­
ful answer to the question, How shall 
wo get the children toattend the preach­
ing services ?”

It has not been long since I heard an 
old sea captain say in one of our love- 
feasts ; “ I have heard many persons 
sneak of the sermon under which they 
were awakened or of the minuter who 
was thi means of their conversion. I 
cannot do this. The words of my 
mother first wrought conviction in my 
heart ; and often when I was at sea 1 
would think of them. The waters could 
not drown them, and the winds could not 
blow them a tray.” Blessed are they 
who have godly mothers ’.—Cor. of Rich- 
moiul Advocate

There is an “Infidel Pulpit” in a New 
England city and an infidel preacher 
occupies it. His “ Lectures, as he 
calls them, are published, and so the 
critics get a chance at them. One of 
them, in the Christian Register, tells 
Mr. Chainey that he is an imitator of

THE INCA RNA TION.

The transcendent event which at this 
season we commemorate with joyful 
acknowledgments and ascriptions of 
wonder and praise, was one that can 
have nothing like the possibility of a 
parallel ; it waathe turning-point in the 
history of the world, the fulfilment of 
all that was eld, the starting-point of 
all that is new. God had been with 
men, the meat mighty and the most 
merciful in the form of a servant, as the 
carpenter's sob in Nazareth, as. a little 
child. Man had looked upon the face 
of God, and it was the face of One who 
called him his friend and hi* brother ; 
One who had shown His sympathy for 
man and had come to the earth to re­
deem him. Was it possible that such a 
thing could be, and that all things else 
should not be changed by it ? After 
the Incarnation all things became dif­
ferent, absolutely, irreversibly altered ; 
from that moment man had new hopes, 
new possibilities, and new prospect* 
There is no common measure between 
the ancient and the Christian ages, and 
vainly do men seek to invent one. And 
so it comes to pass that all through the 
Christian centuries this Christmas fes­
tival had never been ablcHo be crushed. 
Times had changed, nations had risen 
and fallen, men had lived and died, but 
the festival lived on. In city, in coun­
try, on shore, on sea, in the lonely Al­
pine hospice, and all through the towns 
and cities of Christendom, is Christmas 
day remembered with wonder and with 
joy as the day of the rising of the Eter­
nal Sun of Righteousness over the dark­
ness and despair of the world. We 
commemorate on this day the strangest 
of surprises, and the most inconceivable 
of condescensions in the experiences 
and prospects of mankind. These are 
some of the lessons of this day of mar­
vel and of grandeur, some of the deep 
and overpowering appeals which it makes 
to our thoughts and affections. The 
fact that Jesus Christ had been born 
into the world placed every man who 
heard of it in a new relationship to 
God. There are some great facts out­
side of us which determine our lives, 
and we cannot help it. A man might 
say. “ I shall not debate with you the 
question of the Divinity or the Incar­
nation of Christ. I will have nothing 
to do with it. ’ But he cannot help it. 
He cannot be indifferent to the fact that 
Christ had been bora into the world, 
and what we have to see to is what are 
our relations to Him who had assumed 
the Headship and Government of our 
race. Sel.

The Rev. James Hervey died on 
Chriiitmas day, Dec. 25, 1758. When 
dying he _thanked the physicians for 
their visits, and with great solemnity 
and sweetness in his countenance ex­
claimed, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according 
to thy most holy and comfortable 
word, for mine eyes have seen thy pre­
cious salvation. Here, doctor, is my 
cordial ! what are all the cordiale given 
to support the dying, in comparison of 
that which arises from the promises of 
salvation by Christ ! This, this, now 
supports me.” About 3 o'clock he said, 
“ The great conflict is over—now all i* 
done after which he scarcely spoke 
any other word intelligibly, except twice 
or thrice, “ Precious salvation !" »n(* 
then leaning his head against the side 
of his chair, he shut his eyes and sang 
his Christmas carol before the throne.

The character and usefulness of a 
class-leader depends to a considerable 
extent upon his members. If he influ­
ences (them, they also influence him, and 
it is to this influence that reference is 
made when we speak of one way to make 
good leaders. Let the members of a 
class make up tbeir minds to the fact 
that they can influence their leader for 
good, and do much toward making him 
a more useful and a happier man. If 
they will ask themselves, “ How can I 
help my leader to be more happy and 
useful ?” the answer will be forthcom­
ing. Be sure that the leader is a man 
of like paaaions with the members, and 
his having passed through many trials, 
temptations, and difficulties are among 
the chief inflnencea which may have 
helped to place him at the head of the 
class. He needs prayer, sympathy, ex­
citement and hope. He is the center of 
a living organization in his class, and it 
is continually sending through bis soul 
a stream of influence fur good or evil. 
If he is surrounded by liveliness and 
warmth it will help to make him lively 
and zealous. ; and if his members are ac­
tive and diligent in promoting the wel­
fare of the class it will increase the 
leader’s diligence and success. The 
members must take a deep and constant 
interest in the class if they mean their 
leader to gat on. But how many mem­
bers these are who do not sufficiently 
look beyond themselves, and though 
they get all they can out of the class 
they contribute little or nothing to its 
welfare.

The first anxiety of a member should 
be to have something to say which will 
do the class good to hear. If all the 
testimimics relate to desires for the fu­
ture, and none speak of the present en- 
joyiwlht of blessings ; if they are always 
laden with the expression of unfaithful­
ness, and never sound a note of triumph, 
the class cannot get on. The stimulus 
is not applied to the leader ; he is stul­
tified and disheartened. Would that 
each member made it his special prayer 
and aim to have something to say every 
week about the triumphs of grace a8 
witnessed in his own rapid and happy 
progress in the way to heaven. This 
would show the leader that he is not 
laboring in vain, and it would material­
ly help him in his own zealous pursuit 
after personal holiness. ,

A leader is greatly assisted 'by the 
regular attendance of his members. If 
the leader were absent as frequently as 
some of his members his class would 
very soon be destroyed. Some of them 
are quick to mark the leader’s absence 
who are very unmindful of their own 
negligence. Yet the member has no 
more right to be willfully absent from 
his class than the leader. What a dif­
ference it would make to the class­
meeting if every member would only 
ponder this suggestion and act upon it 1 
Many a leader would be astonished to 
find so many of his members so regular­
ly present, and his heart would be cheer­
ed by the personal presence and loving 
sympathy of fellow-travellers to Zion. 
But it is weary work to go week after 
week, and have to face so many empty 
seats. An old Methodist once said, “ I 
have been a member many years, but I 
never cost my leader fourpence in shoe- 
leather in looking after me.” Instead 
of crying out that the leader does not 
visit them, they should visit him ouce a 
week in the class-room.

Many leaders are so circumstanced 
that they are obliged to depend r.o some 
extent upon thaïs members for an in­
crease in their class. Why should they 
depend in vain ? Is it not the duty of 
the members to bring suitable persons 
to the class as far as it lies in their pow­
er ? But where are the members who 
can say that they are fully doing their 
duty in this respect ? There is, probab­
ly, not a single class in Methodism, at 
home or abroad, which might not be in­
creased if each member made it his in­
dividual business to speak frequently to 
his acquaintances, urging them to flee 
from the wrath to come. The absent 
members of the class can be looked after 
by the other members, not to supersede 
the leader, but to strengthen his hands 
by assisting him in the discharge of his

duty. How many absentees might be 
stirred up if only their neighbor mem­
bers would give a few kind and en­
couraging words.

It sometimes happens that members 
get into a painful state of mind because 
their leader has not been to see them. 
Does he know that they would like to 
see him ! It has happened that some 
member of a class has had an invalid at 
home, and, though the member has not 
asked his leader to visit the invalid, he 
has actually reproached him for not do­
ing so. Is this right ? It is unreason­
able for members to expect to be visited 
when neitlier the leader nor the minis­
ter knows that they are ilL

Above all, tho members of a class 
may assist the leader by praying for 
him constantly and fervently. All 
Christians, whatever their experience or 
office may be, need the help of prayer ; 
the aid of intercession, as well as the 
strength to be derived from their own

men, and the advancement of the king­
dom of Christ, was extinguished vithin 
the bounds of the Established Church, 
while these earnest men went out to 
rouse the attention of the outlying 
world to the matter of religion as some­
thing different from orders and forme 
and ceremonies. But God lias his own 
plans and carries them out in lus own 
way. When his chisen ministers think 
best to tie up the gospel and trammel 
his work, lie shows them that he is not 
dependent on bishops or priests or eccle­
siastical organization* Hu can send 
out his own heralds to proclaim salva­
tion, and gather in his elect people from 
every part of tho world. Om of the 
most interesting and important subject* 
before the Conference in London is that 
of Foreign Missions. The Methodist 
Church has become distinguished for 
the part it has taken in giving the Gos­
pel to the nations. The pioneer work 
which they carried on so extensively in

prayer* All are dependent upon the ! lhi* country ,l»8 lod to »‘mlIar work in
. f a L —. — a*.1 .3     l   i

results of prayer for the support of their 
religions life. A class-leader is no ex­
ception. How much leaders have been 
helped and encouraged by the prayer* 
of their members will never be known 
in thi* world. Improved feelings, holy 
thoughts, wise counsels may all be con­
ferred on a leader in answer to the per­
severing prayers of his else* Would 
there were more of this class interces­
sion in all our societies ! Those who 
desire to have better class-leaders are 
requested to try the method here re­
commended. Six weeks will be long 
enough for the test, and wc are satisfied 
that by the end of that time tho leader 
will be in better heart, and the class in 
a more flourishing condition.—London 
Watchman.

other parts of the world, and we have 
no doubt that much important informa­
tion and valuable suggestions will be 
elicited for the furtherance of the cause. 
We hope for a fresh revival of the mis­
sionary spirit from this London gather­
ing, a revival in which the churches of 
every denomination shall have a share."*

“ JUST -HOW IT WAS DONE."
The room for difference of opinion 

respecting the mode of baptism practis­
ed by John the Baptist is well illustrat­
ed by an incident in the life of John 
W. Knight, a Georgia Methodist prea­
cher :

“ On a certain Sunday morning he service, and, with emotion quite uncon-

BE CAREFUL.
How serious tfie act of any man who 

dares to stand up in the presence of 
hundreds of young men and women, 
and declare the Bible to be uninspired, 
Christ to be simply a man, and the 
salvation of the Gospel a superstition of 
the age* Who can tell what the in­
fluence will be upon the lives of these 
persons exposed to the terrible trials 
they will meet, within and without, as 
they move Um-ah their earthly rela­
tion! r Wbt*$ETw.t tLm kreadt* of the < 
influence as each one of these becomes 
a propagandist of the same unbelief !

One memorable Sunday evening, 
years ago, in the M. E. Church in 
Dorchester, then a town by itself, a- 
man mature in age stood up in the social

had a large and mixed congregation—a 
great many of the Baptist brethren were 
out. When he reached the part of the 
sermon that related to immersion, as 
the exclusive made of baptism enjoined 
by Jesus Christ, he addressed the con­
gregation as follows : ‘ I am going to
tell you to-day more about my baptism 
than the Bible tells you about John the 
Baptist, and when I am through I want 
any brother in the house to tell me how 
I was baptized. I was baptized in a 
creek (naming it) in Georgia by a Meth­
odist preacher, still living and preaching 
in our Conference. He and I walked 
arm-in arm down to the river, walked 
into the river, and when he baptized 
me we walked together up out of the 
water to the shore. Now tell me, any 
of you, hole I was baptized ?” After 
pausing awhile, a brother spoke to the 
question on this wise : ‘I suppose, bro­
ther Knight, as you went to the trouble 
of going to the river, you were immers­
ed of course V 1 But, brother, we do 
not want you to suppose about it—we

trollable, related the story of his life. 
He was formerly a resident of tho town, 
had a family, kept a public house, was a 
pronounced infidel, constantly reiterat­
ing in the presence of his children his 
denunciations of Christianity and all its 
disciples. Only women and weak men, 
he affirmed, accepted its teachings. 
His children had grown up/confirmed 
in their disbelief in tho creeds of the 
churches and haters of the religion of 
the Bible.

A short time before his visit to his 
former residence (for the fami'y had re­
moved into the State of New York), he 
had been marvelously converted, and 
had become, in every sense a “ new 
creature.” He declared, with the tears 
streaming down his face, that he had 
sought to redeem in his family the awful 
influence of hia teachinga and example, 
but in vain. Even hie superhuman 
change did not move them. They 
attributed it to hia entrance upon hia 
dotage, or to mental weakness. He 
had returned to his old haunts to undo, 

want you to tell us how it was done,’ ' as far as possible, the evil of other day*;
' said the preacher. Another brother ob- j but groaned out his grief, as he declar- 
served : ‘ Brother Knight, perhaps you ed that he could not do it. His own 
knelt down in the water and had it often-uttered declarations were now 

j poured on you.’ ‘ No perhaps, my bro- | hurled back upon him. 
ther, if you please,’ said the preacher, I A man in ay not be deeply affected by
‘ we ask you how it was done.’ He left 
the subject with them just here, and 
went on with his sermon. ”

any possible evil that may result to hi my­
self by the acceptance of new ni< ral 
views, but when one knows of the sua-

1 ceptibility of youthful minds and the 
power of a dogmatic expression of 

' opinion in their presence, he may well 
The veteran Dr. Prime, of The New j hesitate, and take a sober second

“IN HIS OWN WAY:

York Observer, (Presbyterian,) speaks 
thus of Methodism in a leader on the 
Conference :— “ The growth of the 
Methodist Church from the family of 
the Wesleys, in 1739, to a body having 
31,731 regular ministers, 85,400 local 
preachers, and nearly 6,000,000 of com­
municants, is one of the most remark­
able chapter* in the history of the 

i Christian Church. Greatly did the 
leaders in the Church of England 
afterward regret that the Wesleys 

had been driven out ; that this revival 
of spiritual religion, and of zeal for the 
purity of the Church, the salvation of

thought, and even pray to himself, if 
not to God, before he places himself as 
the magnetic centre of thousand i, and 
calls in question a faith that has stood 
the test of six thousand years, and home 
up with exalted hopes, through lives 
of parity and consecration, from tho 
time of Adam down to the present, an 
innumerable number of holy and happy 
confeaaor*—Zion’s Herald.

In the lowliness of Christ's birth • >od 
put his stamp of diesapprovsl on all 
claims of superiority among men, 
through any rank or station.


