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of the saints. ‘’I™ g^d w^®° 
tibey said onto me, let « go mto the 
hmue of the Lord.” “Our feet shall 
stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem.” 
« One thing bare I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after ; that l niay dwell 
in the house of the Lord 
my Hfe; to behold the heautj og* 
Lord, and to inquire» Histem!*». 
«Lord I have loved the habitation of 
thy house, and the place where thine 
honor dwelletb.” «As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, so 
nantetb my soul after thee O God. 
«My soul thirsteth for God, for the 
living God ; when shall I come and ap­
pear before God." «0 God, thon art 
my God; early will I seek thee! my soul 
thirsteth for thee, mr flesh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirsty land, where 
no water is*to see thy power and thy 
glory, so as I bare seen thee in thy 
sanctuary.” «Blessed is the man 
whom thon chooses! and causes! to ap­
proach unto thee; that be may dwell m 
thy courts; we shall be sedsfled with 
the goodness of thy house, even of thy
holy temple." « How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts. My soul

wants are innumerable. Tettimrou 
one want they never 
swallow up aU the rest ; 
will, « for where there’s» 
way." And let us ‘“f
spit of God to give the will Chns- 
tL ministers, visitors, parents, teach­
ers, pray more that it may be given.

2nd, by the Class Meeting the honor­
ed means of our beloved Methodism has 
. upon our attention and attend­
ance as members of the Methodist 
Church. The prophet Malachi tells us 
“They that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another; and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it ; and a book of 
remembrance was written before Him 
for them that feared the Lord and that 
thought upon His name." We may 
find several distinct passages of scrip­
ture which authorize such a means of 
grace as the Claes Meeting. M Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may he healed" 
(James 5th, 16th). «For I long to s 
you, that I may be comforted together 
with you by the mutual faith both of 
you and me " (Rom. 1st, 11th, 13th). 
« That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that vs may also 
hare fellowship with us, (John 1st, 
3rd). “Come and hear, all ye that fear 
God and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul," (Psalms 66th, 16th). 
The Class Meeting has perhaps been a 
greater benefit to Methodism than any 
of her institutions besides.

Ne longer neglect and slight this ordi­
nance, the safeguard of our church.

But whenever possible, meet, and 
commingle your voices together 
song and praise to our Redeemer:

longeth, yea; even faints* for the 
courts of the Lord; my heert and my 
flesh crieth out for the living God." 
“Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house ; they will be still praising thee."
« For a day in thy courts is better than 
a thousand. I had rather be a door­
keeper in the house of my Qod, fiiu to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness.

Under the head of ordinances we 
have Baptism (Matt. 38th, 19th.) The 
Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11th, 24th), 
Public Ministiy or preaching and read­
ing the word (Rom. 10th, lfitb). 
Healing the Gsepel (Bom. 10th, 17th). 
Public Prayer (Psalms 5tb, 17th). 
Singing of Psalms (Col. 3rd, 16th). 
Fasting (Joel 2nd, 12th). Thanksgiv­
ing (1 These. 5th, 18th).

In this paper we shall only have time 
to glance at three of the appointed or­
dinances of our own church, via. let, 
Public Worship ; 2nd, Class Meeting ; 
3rd, the Lord’s Supper, let, Pubuc 
Worship, God’s house has always been 
neglected or foraaked by the wicked, the 
lukewarm, and the mere professor, 
often is the apostles admonition re­
quisite.” Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some Is. Fifty years ago men would 
travel over barrens, rocks and moors, 
through snow storms, sleet and rain to 
get to a five o’clock morning prayer 
meeting. Christiana in Greenland very 
seldom, if ever, absent themselves from 
public worship on account of the 
weather. When it ia so cold that their 
breath freezes and forms icicles on their 
faces, they yet go long distances, men, 
women and children, through enow, ice 
and storm to the house of prayer, 
through much greater sacrifice than the 
Christians of more favoured lands do the 
poor greenlanders obey the injunction 
not to forsake the assembling of them­
selves together. But the religion of 
our day has become very delicate, so 
much so, that the wind blowing, a little 
rain, and a thousand other excuses arise 
to keep even professors from the heaven 
directed means of grace. Hence the 
leanness and the sickness in the church. 
Mr. Wesley says : « In all ordinary 
matters the voice of the church may be 
regarded as the voice of God.” If so, 
then stated meetings, such as preach 
ing, prayer, class meetings and the 
Lord’s supper, ought to be regarded as 
special seasons, at which the Lord Jesus 
has appointed to meet us. If such an 
appointment be slighted, does it not 
prove that we lightly estimate the

Presence of our Lord and Saviour.
ime was when the line between the 

church and the world was distinct, but 
now the ancient land-marks are re­
moved. The church and the 'world 
have joined hands. Are not some pro- 
fes-ors found in the very van of fashion, 
bustle, ambition nois and show. “ I 
can read the Bible as well at home.” 
God is neither confined to time nor 
place. But do you read the Bible at 
home Pand can you read it as well ? Is 
there no advantage in united prayer, 
no blessing promised to God’s own or­
dinances ? The ferry boat company 
would, however have no jealousy with 
the man who preferred using a small 
boat, or swimming from,Dover to Calais 
alone. It would be the best thing to 
make him desire their steamer for the 
future.

Sjme would attend .jpublic worship 
but they want fit clothes, a hat, a bon- ▲ 
net, or a shawl, or they want some one ™ 
to look after the children at home, or 
they want a seat of their own at church. 
They want time, they want rest, their

To multitudes it has been a safe 
guard in danger, a comfort In trouble. 
Bat in these days, attendance at the 
Class Meeting is by many deemed un­
necessary and in some quarters it has 
become quite unfashionable. The re­
sults are such as might hare been pre­
dicted with certainty . The example of 
tire older members is most disastrous 
in its effects on the habite of the young­
er ones, and a feeble, stinted piety is, 
unhappily, characteristic of two many 
of oor churches. The great object se­
cured by the Class Meeting is the 
fellowship of sainte. What true com­
munion would there be among oe if we 
had not such meetings. In this insti­
tution we have whit other churches 
lack, and what many Christians, not of 
our connexion, appreciate and desire. 
A Wesleyan being in Birmingham one 
evening, went to the chapel, where the 
Bor’d. John AngeD James was pastor. 
Mr. James after opening the meeting 
with singing end prayer, said that 
anxious to know if by the blessing of 
Çtod, hie preaching was producing any 
good effects he bad called together such 
of his congregation as might be dis­
posed to receive his inquiries. He then 
descended from the pulpit, and pro­
ceeded to ask one person after another 
such questions as any of our judicious 
leaders would propose. The Wesleyan 
who sat third, replied, when hie turn 
came, “ I am not, sir, one of your regu­
lar hearers ; but, being a Methodist, I 
am no stranger to meetings of this 
kind.” « Ah !” exclaimed Mr. James, 
« Class Meetings are your strength, and 
the want of them is our weakness.

Professor Stuart on a visit to a Wes­
leyan friend of his, in his own country, 
obtained permission to go with him to 
his Class Meeting. The Jjotder was 
not told who he was, and spoke to him 
under the impression that he was a 
Methodist visitor. The professor after­
wards said to his friend. « And is this 
what you call Class Meetings ? I do 
not wonder that the Methodists are 
deeply experienced in the things of God, 
if they are disciplined after this fashion. 
I never before met with a man so ready 
with appropriate answers to suit every 
one’s spiritual condition, as your Lead­
er : do tell me who he is.” What was 
hu surprise to find that his learned 
friend had chosen for his leader a man 
in a lowly position in life, and that 
such a man was such a leader. To 
know that in connection with some of 
our churches the Class Meeting is at a 
discount, shows la lack of piety and 
spiritual health. To meet our two’s 
and three’s in place of flourishing classes 
with enthusiastic zealous members is 
an event to be deplored. The Church 
is at a low ebb when this means is ne­
glected. Moody tells us—there are a 
great many in the Church who make one 
profession and that is about all you 
hear of them ; and when they come to 
die you have to go and hunt up some 
musty old church records, to know 
whether they were Christians or not. 
God won’t do thqt. Satan can do most 
anything with a church asleep. A man 
dreamt he was travelling, and came to 
a little church on the top of which was 
a Devil fast asleep. He went further 
and came to a log cabin, and it was 
surrounded by Devils all wide awake. 
He asked one of them what it meant, 
said the Devil, « I will tell you’ * The 
fact is that whole church is asleep, and 
one Devil can take care of all the people, 
but here are a man and woman who 
pray, and they have more power than 
the whole Church.”’ We would call 
the members of our church to action to 
work, to rise to their privileges.

Christian rouse thee, war is raging 
God and friends are battle waging 
Every ransomed power engaging 
Breaks the tempter’s spell.

Dare you still lie fondly dreaming
Wiapt in ease and worldly scheming
While the multitudes are streaming
Downwards into hell

ÆM

in
____________ Let
our rlmict be bend* of love. Three­
fold cords, that never can be broke. 
“ Bear ve ene another’s burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6, 2.) 
Every church has its test of member­
ship; that is, of qualification for the 
blessed sacrament. The teet with us 
Is brotherly fellowship. Do we thus in­
sult the altar? Nay,zwe honour it 
we goaid its approaches. We fence 
the Lord’s table by providing for so­
cial Christian life in our communi­
cants.

This brings us to notice the third 
topic. The Lord’s Supper. It 
Mr. Wesley’s opinion that this 
rament was received daily by the early 
Christians. What a falling off in our 
day. What «m we say of those who, 
when an opportunity offers for taking 
the saenunent, and when they may do 
so without causing the slightest ineon- 
venienoe to themselves, will not 
even tarry half an hour? Might not 
God justly say to such, as to some of 
old, who despised this name, “ Ye say," 
—by your conduct—« the table of the 
Lord is contemptible.” Ye say, also, 
« Beheld, what a weariness is it,” it is 
■tick a long service altogether, preach­
ing and sacrament, too. Is it not both 
a sin and a shame to see professors 
steal away from such an affecting ordi­
nance, like men ashamed of their Sav­
iour, or boldly stalk off, as though they 
needed no remembrance of their Re­
deemer? Perhaps in some it is thought­
lessness, or carelessness. It is cautious­
ness in others. A few, doubtless, 
keep from the Lord’s table lest they 
should eat and drink unworthily. But 
this very feeling shows that they have 
the reverence and humility which far 
better befit obedience to, than neglect 
of, the Saviour’s dear injunction. Pun- 
shon says the disciples, after the cele­
bration of the last supper, were 
faithful witnesses than they had 
been before ; ap* when their Master 
walked no longer with them, and when 
their minds recalled Him, as they saw 
Him last, receding from their view, in 
Hie chariot of cloud; and when in obe­
dience to Hie command, they partook 
of the ordinance which He nad be­

lt is no wonder that 
away from each suc­

cessive celebration of the communion 
of His body and Mood with braver 
courage, more valiant in Hie 
both to ditfe and to do. And it is 
with God’s people still By thus wait­
ing upon the Lord in His own endeared 
ordinances, they renew their exhausted 
strength. « Mount up as eagles ” on 
the wings of spiritual thought, and 

run” in errands of charity, or “walk” 
in consistent conduct « without weari­
ness or fainting." The Lord’s supper 
is the privilege of believers, the ban­
quet of the servants in the house of the 
Master whom they confess and whom 
they serve. Mr. Wesley, regarding 
this sacrament as the command of God, 

.yi, he that does not communicate as 
often as he can, has no piety. Consider­
ing this sacrament as a mercy, he says, 
he that does not communicate as often 
as he can, has no wisdom. In review­
ing the neglect of ordinances. The 
cause must be lack of piety, coldness, 
indifference, loss of spiritual health 
and appetite. An American minister 
says, The true thermometer of a 
church, to indicate its spiritual tem­
perature* is the weekly prayer-meeting.
A cold prayer-meeting makes a cold 
church. It is at once the cause and the 
effect of spiritual declension. If the 
place of prayer is well nigh deserted ; 
if the few who are present bodily, seem 
absent in spirit ; if the prayers offered 
are long, languid, formal, meaningless, 
without point, and without unction— 
then the pastor has abundant cause for 
heart-heaviness and tears. His hands 
hang down, and his spirit faints. And 
as a church has no surer symptoms of 
decay than a decaying prayer-meeting, 
so the core of neglected ordinances may 
be said to begin with the prayer-meet­
ing. A revival commonly begins there. 
The deserted seats are filled. Those who 
could not leave their business, now find 
but little difficulty in closing the doors 
of their shops, or their counting-rooms. 
The absent Thomas’ are once more 
with the deserted flock of disciples, and 
wonder to find the risen Saviour there 
too, with His benedictions. Those who 
seldom prayed are now ready to pour

ous exploite. On its banner is written, 
No retreat. Excelsior. In its enter­
prises it goes forth with the God of 
battles at its head. Nothing can with­
stand its violence. It caste down the 
strongholds of sin and Satan.

A praying church is a pattern church. 
Its ordinances are regarded with plea­
sure and delight. Its flag floating in 
the wind, indicates peace, chanty, and 
good will. But on the reverse a prayer 
meeting below freezing-point is a fetal 
indication. Such a church is pitiable, 
and puny, and paralytic. It is a with' 
ered thing. Its right arm is dried up 
Its might is gone. The glory of the 
Lord is departed, lchabod is written 
upon its doors. The experienced mari­
ner constantly consults the glass and 
the compass. Let us often examine 
ourselves, to see whether or not we are 
in the faith. Let us, if we are wise, 
keep a sharp look-out at the spiritual 
status of oor churches. And may it be 

early Christians.

meeting everywhere, leave no doubt * 
how the heart of the church u indhUf 
Our people want the clw-meetinTrE. 
look to their pastor, to rekindle 
holy fires that shall bring light and 
grace and glory to Zion.

B„ut •b*U be done for cWWa
ers? They are at hand. There ianLÜÏ 
of material in the church. She haetiS 
sands of gifted and excellent men! 
dwarfed and deadened from ina^T 
whose spiritual lives would burnt i^oi 
new growth, and bloom into beauteLa 
grow into fruitfulness, if they werefeK 
to the class-leadership, and would thml 
themselves heart and soul into the bieaaJ 
work.

We conclude with two statements delik 
era tel y made:

1. The revival of the class-meeting ■

S£Œipoweti,u“p~s^-
2. Such a revival of the class___ _

is entirely feasible. It can be hadd 
once. The heart of the church is 
for the movement. The Head of tZ 
church is ready to crown it with ' * 

nangeth i

CHRISTIAN]
Our soul* by lore] 

Cemented, n 
One hope, one 

Us heaven on 
Our hearts did 

And (low’d 
He stopp’d, snd 

And filled the
Ceokcs

said of us, as of the ----- ------ ----
That continued steadfastly in the apoe- mg, for he ebangeth not Hie presen* 
tlfa doctrine and fellowship! and in class meeting a glory to owbreaking of bread and in prayers. Iwfli make jt, even sots*

Year's Ac., J. S. 8,
Masgravetown, July 17tb, 1879.

—NaskeilU CJtri. Ada.

CONTEMPORARY OPINIONS.

THE REVIVAL NEEDED BY THE 
CHURCH.

While the world needs at all times a re­
vival of spiritual religion, there are at dif­
ferent times different phases of a revival 

by the church. Men, after con­
version, possess the same physical and 
mantel infirmities as before; and it 
quires yearn of careful training and in-1 
etructiSn, together with their own earnest 
endeavors, supplemented by the help of 
the Holy Spirit, to develop a perfected 
Christian character. Ofttimee the in­
struction and training is one-sided, being 
devoted only to certain duties, while oth­
ers of equal if net of greater, importance j 
are almost, if not entirely neglected. The 
revival needed at the present is that of | 
simple honesty ia dealing with the min 
try. A higher standard of upright» 
and integrity needs to characterize its 

sine* management. Men seem to have 
low ideas ofpemmal piety and of religio 
duties and obligations. In their every-1 
day affairs6 this sad state of things is 
manifest. Professing Christians allow j 
themselves to do a tbodhend things which 
are not in accordance with strict integrity 
and uprightness.

The sense of moral obligation rests 
lightly upon the oonseMBoeof the church. 
This tightened and sluggish sense of mor­
al obligation needs to be aroused and
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Let trembling < 

We'll stand unah 
For Christ to liv 

Let devils rage, ad 
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The little cloud it 
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m a fair triai. I bed i

will exert themeefv* to the ntmac* ei | 
their ability to discharge a fegal obliga­
tion, who will not so much as lift a finger 
to discharge a higher one, which 
solely upon the moral sense. In the M. 
E. Church we need the sanction of legal 
enactments to Quicken the oonecienc* ef 
the membership concerning their duty to i 
support the ministry. Because the obli­
gation for their support is only a moral 
one, and not collectable by legal process, 
we recklessly make an « estimate” of what ] 
we think we ean raise, and then too often 
sit down complacently with folded hands, 
waiting for the money to come pouring in 
upon us of its own accord. If it fails to 
oouie in, it is all the same, as the law, 
which is the scourge ef buein*e delin­
quents, cannot touch ns. The heavy defi­
ciency in the “ estimate ” of so many of 
oar preachers is not because of the pov**| 
erty of the people, bat rather from their 
indifference, or owing to the wretched 
financial system which characterizes the 
the management of ao many of our 
church*. No obligations are met with­
out the coat of an effort. A reasonable 
effort on the part of nwrly all those 
churches would have secured the last dol­
lar needed, and relieve the pastor from 
untold anxiety—and in many instances, 
the odium of unpaid debts.

One great trouble with the church* is 
the lack of financial management, which 
is the niafortune ef the greater number. 
No corporation or business house could 
stand for six months under such manage­
ment. An '* estimate ” of the amount to 
be raised is made in the early part of the 
year, but-no effort put forth to secure it 
till near its dose, and then the result, 
however unsatisfactory, is considered fin­
al. With some thorough system, worked 
in a business-like way, the treasury would 
never be empty, and all bills, as they ma­
ture, would be paid.

Another difficulty arises from the dis­
position, on the part of many, to shirk re­
sponsibility. The old saying that “ what 
is everybody’s business is nobody’s” is 
exemplified every day in the church. Be­
cause there is no legal obligation to com­
pel them to meet the promises they have 
made, they can thus throw off responsi­
bility, and no harm come to them as in­
dividuals. Men who are scrupulously 
honest m dealing with those whom they 
employ will consent with the utmost re-

MTlmdiMio wy it, I Wmôrnt bottle 1coaidsatand*

WTTHB thaa (roes all other md 
takes. I kept* hf rm1ng,M 
the Vssann, aatill wee perfectly i 
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___B. BOWEN,
Justice o< the Feast.,

VECETINE.
Further Proot

Will Tells
Oofvstowm, N. H., Aug. 1,1*

H. B. Stbtkks. Esq. s— , ife*
titer Sir,—Allow me to aay a word ia 

Vnoanna. Daring the past year I have 
from a complication of mesne*. 1 toy I 
from the fid of November until the middle 
following Jane, and on an average did 
two hours » week; " ' 

i in the state,

on an average did astvfiW 
1 had eight <3 the tod ftp; I had etghl 

e, but got i

complaint, and could never be any better. IW 
reduced in weight 60 pounds, which is ■acfcfl* 
I am naturally

In June, finding I was failing under the
6 physicians, 1 commenced the smi­
th rough the earnest peraaeawe ■

meat of the 
Tasimn

I amm greatly encouraged, and «--------
___ g thé V ne st we if I can get It
man, bat (or the truth of this «tslsmiat I ** 
to any man in GoSatown or vicinity.

Yours very thankftilJjr. bdrbKK_

XTEJCrDETTIWrU.
H. R. STEVENS, Boston, Ms*

vxGimrx is bold by all Diveem*
and at Wholesale by Brown and Webb vk 

Forsyth, Sutcliffa * Co

out their souls in supplication. The flow 1 signation that the preacher shall go away 
of speech have become eloquent. The without having received the “ estimate ” 
timid have grown bold. The sluggish or. salary which they of their own free

will voted to pay him. One of the strong­
est possible proofs of a divine origin and 
providential watch care over the church, 
is in the fact that, notwithstanding the 
blundering incompetency, if not indeed

are mounting up with wings as eagles 
A latent power is developed in the 
church, which astounds both preacher 
and people. Love, the ruling action of 
Christian principle and the essence of 
religion—

Will make our cheerful feet
In swift obedience move.

A praying church will be a pure church, 
sin flies before prayer. The devil des 
pairs of success while prayer proceeds. 
He trembles to see the very weakest 
saint upon his knees. The 
pushed aside and thrust down while 
prayer prevails. A praying church is a 
powerful church. It taketh possession 
of the good land. Its motto is, onwards 
to greater achievements, to more glori-

StUcftd.

phebe care
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3 The while my puli
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O Grave ! where 
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impure blood are be] 
tion, so are the ran 
worthless remedies] 
Pills make new rich I 
a night for three mi 
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When we reflect tl 
an ce can be imparl 
that weak minds hi 
strength by Fellows! 
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matter. Persons ■ 
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criminal practices, that have so often 
characterized its management, it has 
lived through eighteen centuries, and 
still flourish* in all of its wonderful pow­
er to bless and save the world.—N. Y. 
Methodist.

THE CLASS MEETING.
______ No institution was ever of more clearly

world is Pr°vidential origin than the Methodist 
class-meeting. None has ever been more 
blessed of God. The restoration of this 
means of grace, with more ttian its prim­
itive power, is the hope and prayer of 
thousands of our people. The responses 
to our appeals for the revival of the class-
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