s of the church and of the country, be
bis served God, as an elder in his church, #ith
fidelity and devotion ; he has lightened she
of many a burdened pastor, wiped the tears of
many a desolate widow, provided for many
fatherless and motherless children ; and to many
a wavering, undecided, volatile young msn,
has he repeated the words of his wise pastor,
that settled his own course.—** Thou art started
in thy way of life, it is a good wey, hold fast
to-it.”

It is better by * patient_continuance in-well
doing” in one field of lebor to do life's work
.than to vacillate, and change exd chenge again.
Respect, usefulness, and bappiness are gsinéd
by steady and consistent devotion to one calling
which God has marked out. There may be
eccentyic exceptions to this general rule, just as
there ure comets in the celestial system; but
the fixed stars are more useful than the comets
to minkind, end their eleady light, year afier
year, and age after age, is better than the me-
teor bleze of a night,—New York Qbserver.

i,

JOHN BENT, OF HANLEY-MOUNTAIN,

Departed this life on 26th April, in the 64th

year of hisage. Ouarbeloved brother was brought
to God during a severe iliness 27 years ago, when
Rev. Wm. Temple lsbored on the Bridgetown
Circuit. - His conversion to God was sndden,
clear, and scriptural.  The family altar be at
once erected, and the Scriptures were daily read
with prayer, till the day of his death, except
when  interrupted by’ sfiliction. It was not till
three or four years after that our Bro. united with
the Methodist Church. It was during a series
of religious services held on the Moantain by
the Superintendent of the Circuit, Rev. James
Hennigar, when Lawrencetown and other parts
of theCircuit was favourdd with euch a remark-
able outpeuring of the Holy Spirit, then it was
that he became identified with the cause of Christ,
and to the day of his desth was a firm believer
in the scriptural doctrines as taught by Jobn
Wesley and his followers ; and which have been
so remarkably owned of God in the conversion
of tens «f thousands of immortal souls. For
many yco:3 he held the cffice of Class Leader,
and slws; had a word of comfort and encour-
agement 1o give to those placed under his charge,
He bare an unblemished character, was upright
.and honest in ell his dealings ; all testify that
John‘Bent was a good man, a man truly devoted
to God. He was slways prompt in adding to
the of the cause of Christina pecuniary
pointiof view. It was during his last effliction
an sfffiction of more than eix months that his
piety shone so conepicucusly, and in which his
soul ‘ripened repidly for that rest above jnto
which he has row entered.

Speaking to me on one occasion of his con-
versién he said “ O if I was able to talk, I could
tell sn experience. I felt that if I did not
give my heart to God at once 1 should go to
hell ;* he did yield to conviction, he put in his
claio for salvation, and was made happy in the
love of ‘G¢@. During the *last few months of
his mottal ekistence he suffered no one to sp-
prosth ‘his bed without recommending Jesus
Christ to them.  He spoke like one just on the
verge of a befter world. It was a privilege of
no ordinary chargeter -to visit him, his counte-
nance beipg radiast with the light of heaven,
though his frame was weak and emaciated. The
last time that I saw him was two dsys before he
breathed his spirit back togGod, it was then sup-
posed that ha was dying, e bad been insensible
for soveral hours and it was thought he mever
"“would speak again, but to the surprise of ail he

broke outin singing his favourite hymn—

: : # My God is reconciled,” &e.

aed said * sing, sing,” and then passed into a
stateof ingensibility. I wasaware that no name,
save the name of Jesus was so sweet, as thatof
dear Fether McNutt, I mentioned the name of
that departed saint of God, his spirit revived, he
opened his eyes and snid  Yes, Bro. McNutt
will be the first to meet me in heaven if* per-
mitted.” He loved to talk of the Methodist
Preachers, especially such.as bad travelled up
and down the mountain preaching the unsearch-
able richey/of Christ. Our Bro. was an effec-
bacd, kind father, and a devoted
tihg.: The occasion of his death was 1m-
proved/to's very large congregation from 2 Tim.

Hjrriet E. Rowles was born April 20th, 1825,

bronght to experience the pardonming

God, under the Rev. William Allen, as

of the first-fruit of his ministry, in the 14th

year of her age.  When converted she was. so
exceedingly happy, that

“ Jesus all the day long
‘Was her joy and her song.”

February 3rd, 1856, she became the devoted
wife of Mr. Jobn'E. Morse. | For some time be-
fore ‘Her Jast affliction her health had been
declining ; but on the 9th'day of April she was
taken suddenly ili, and suffered the most excru_
ciating pain; her'physician was called who ad-

- ministered opiates, which afforded her some
relief, but it was only too evident, as it proved,
that disease ‘was making rapid progress upon
hér system; and from the first of her illness,
though her friends fondly flattered themselves
that she was something better; yet her impression
was that the sickness was unto death, and she
began to * set her’ house in order,” believing
-that she should soon “die and not live.” She
said,  you and thie Dr. think T am better, but I
know the cause is not removed and all I wantis
to be fully prepared.” The morning before her
death she desired some of her friends and her
minister to be semt for. At an early hour I
went and there witnessed a scene such as I
nevér beheld before; our dear sister on the
vergé of eternity, taking leave of her friends
one by onie in the most solemn and impressive
manfer pbsible, entreating each to attend to
the great cancerns of the soul's salyation. - O
hew she besought her weeping husband to live
nearer and yet hearer to God, and her aged
mother and devoted sisters to meet her in hea-
ven. The most affecting scene ‘was- in taking
leave of her brother-in-law, and adopted
daughter. Never, surely, never will the im-
pression then made be crased from the -minds
of all present. To her adopted daughter she
said, “Janey, my dear litile Janéy, I am going

to leave you—the Lord has becn very good to
us in sparing me so long to you, and I want you
to remember all I have taight you, nevet forget

- me, but think ot me as being in kedven,and, oh,

pray a great many times a day, that you may be
prepared to meet me there.”
solemn charge to her nephews’ also to meet her
in that better land. Her sister and friends see-
ing that she failed, said to her, “ Sister do you
think you are dying?” She said, “I do not
know, I never died, but I never felt before as 1
do mow.” And a“short time after her sister
said, “ dear sister, thisis death.” She said “ I be-
lieve it is” In her last moments she said she
was gding 1o be with Jesus—that she was lean-
ing upon the bosom of her Saviour. Thus died
Mrs. Harriet E., beloved wife of John L. Morse

She gave a

of Clarence, Wilmot, in"the 41st year of her
age. The occasion of her death was impreved
%o a large and attentive congregation on the

il

e | discourse was an exposition of the twenty-second

 |its extension. The Centenary Hall sermon fell

ed on Phil. iii. 21. Our dear brotherand sister
were near neighbours, the one being upon, and
[the otber at the foot of ‘the. Hanley Mountais.
How soon they met ‘each other in the spirit

land!
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Wesleyan Missions.

Papers received by the last mail frem Eng-
land contain allusion to some of the earlier ser-
vices of the Missionary Anniversary: The place
of the Rev. Jobn Geden, who was prevented
from taking his appointment-by indisposition,—
was well filled by the Rev. Gervase Smith, who
preached in New North Road Chapel a hearty
and eloquent discourse, full of vivacity and pow-
er, and beautiful withal. The Rev. Saml. Coley
drew a large coneregation in City Road. His

psalm, presenting the glories of the kingdom of
Christ, and the duty of the Church in regard to

to the lot of the President, the Rev. Wm. Shaw,

a veteran missionary, than whom it would be im-

possible to find a preacher more appropriate to

the occasion.  Of the Annual meeting in Exeter

Hall, held on the 30th ult., we may expect par-

ticulars by the next mail. It will be gratifying

to the friends of missions far and near, that not-

withstanding the fears entertained with regard

to the Society’s income tor the ye:, a different

and gratifying result is likely to be/ alized. The

earnest appeals made in the Missionary Notices,

and otherwise, for the more liberal support of

this part of Methodist work, bave met with a

kind response ; so that the Home Income exhib-

its an augmentation of several thousand pounds,

and the aggregate of Home and Foreign receipts,

with such aid as may be afforded by the Jubilee

Fund, will meet the expenditure. This is cheer-

ing, and is a call for devout thanksgiving to the

Giver of all good.

In the appropriate anticipation of the Anniver-

sary by the Recorder, and the existing claims of

the Missionary enterprise upon the sympathies,

prayers, labours, and liberality of the Church, as

presented forcibly by our contemporary, we find

the following : —

“ What we ought chiefly to look for in “con-

nection with the approaching serv:ces is the per-

vasive presence of that sevenfold Spirit whom

Isaiah describes as poured out upon our Redeem-

er, and by consequence upon his Church,—the

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and

the fear of the Lord. The world lies at the feet

of Christ’s Church, and He calls upon his ser-

vants to know their duty, to subdue and take

possession of it for Him. Never has that call

sounded as at the present moment—so clear, so
urgent, so authoritative. Why is it that Italy

is at last accessible, that India is open in ‘its
length and breadth, that China has opened her
huge and ancient gates to admit the messengers
ofthe Cross? Why is it that countries hhacces-
sible to ourdprefathers are reached by ourselves
without difficulty ? Why is it that the mighty
steamship now rushes across the ocean, that rail-
ways are extending all. over hte East, that an
ever-extending commerce is bringing all parts
of the world into constant intercommunication ?
To any man who really believes in God and in
Christ, it seems to us that there can be but one
interpretration of these things. The duty of the
Church,and of English Christians pre-eminently,
i8 too clear to be mistaken, and too urgent to be
neglected with impanity. Openings for spread-
ing the ‘Gospel in Romish countries, in Pagan
countries, in Mahommetan countries are present.
ed to an extent which would bave utterly sur-
passed the belief of our fathers; while the pro-
digious increase of wealth, and the modern ra-
pidity of tramsit, supply to our hands facilities,
which were denied to past generations.

“ An objection which has not yet ceased to be
urged against foreign missions 1s, that it is be-
ginning at the wrong end to devote money and
men to the work of converting distant pagans,
while we have hundreds of thousands of practi-
cal heathens at our own doors. Whatever slight
pretext there may have begn for such an objec-

tion twenty or thirty years ago, there is not the
shadow of a pretext for it now. Home Missions
are in operation to an extent which would have
startled our easy-going grandfathers. The whole
Church, in all its branches, is awake and alive
and at work, in a“hundred different forms, for

the spiritual and temporal benefit of our home
population. . Cabmen and costermongers, publi-
cans and policemen, sailors and soldiers, prosti-
tutes and thieves, inmates of workhouses and
prisons, the sick, the aged, the young—all class-
es, good, bad and indifferent of our home popu-
lation, are cared for by agencies expressly pro-
vided for their benefit. There is not a moment’s
fear lest Home Missions should be kept in the
background through a disproportionate devotion
to Foreign Missions. . The real danger lies in the
opposite direction. There is a danger of Chris-
tian people becoming localised and dwarted in
their views and sympathies. The Methodist
Church does more perhaps than any other for
Foreign Missions in proportion to what it does
for the work at home, but even within its bounds
there is room for improvemert. The erection of
new chapels, for example, is only one branch,
and not perhaps the first in importance, nor the
most costly branch, of the home operations of
our Church; yet during the last five years Eng-
lish Methodists have raised more money for the
simple object of erecting: additional home chap-
els than they have raised for the Foreign Mis-
sions. If qualms of conscience are felt at all on
this subject,it must not be because the Mission-
ary Society absorbs too much, but because it re-
eéeives too little. There may be a Circuit here
and there where the Missionary income is very
large, while the Ministefs are badly paid
and their houses miserably furnished ; but Jook-
ing at the Connexion asa whole, the Mission
income is small in proportion to the vast sums
expended upon one object or another at home.
The work in reality is only just commencing.
Marvellous results have been achieved, especial-
ly in the Tonga Islands and in Fiji; but the
wide world—the vast and populous nations of
the East, almost, the entire continent of Africa,
the whole realm-—is yet as virgin soil to the spir-
itual husbandman, and the fields are white too
the hatvest.

-

Our Conference of 1866.
No. L.

In the course of the next month, the Confer-
ence of Eastern British America will assemble
in the city of Saint John, New Brunswick, to
hold its fwelfth annual /session. The place
though not literally central, is equally, if not
more easily accessible to the msjority of those
who will attend, than any other Conference-town
in the four or five Colonies comprised in its
ample territory. Previous Conferences in St
John were marked by much epiritual good. The
Bocieties were revived by the times of refreshing
which then came from the presence of the Lord,
and the salutary result was seen for many days.

doctrine of the resurrection of the body as found-

tition of those ““sensons d'w aud I.'ut
delight.” Our Societies everywhere will u.:mom_-
ly look fer_ the resuits of the delibezations ©
theit Ministers, ae the proceedings must serious-
Iy affect the state of our whole
that for @ long time to come. It is well that

sympathy should exist between the people and
the Conference. Their interests are identical—
and it sugurs well for our future peace, pro-
gress, and prosperity. The design of the pre-
sent article is to promote such sentiments, and
to incite 1o such prayers, as_shall bave the most
direct and powerful tendency to render the ap-
proaching Conference, both in itself and its
influences, as salutary as it is possible that it
should become, on our large Societies in the
emporium of New Brunswick, and on the spi-
ritual state of every circuit in our widely ex-
tended Conznexion.

It ® expected this year, as when last our
Ministers assembled in St. John, thet their Pre-
sident will be s Uistinguished Minister of the
Parent Body. 15 the former yesr, (1860,) it
was the Rev. W. B. Boyce, who will long be
most gratefully rémembered for his official abili-
ty, and for his subsequent hearty kindness in
reference to our affairs. The Conference of this
year will have forits President, the Rev, George
Scott, whose praise is in all Wesieyan Churehes,
and others also. Mr. Scott was for some years
a missionary in Stockholm. He was there
honoured by the Great Head of the Church,
materislly to advance ao evangelical work which
has spread far, and sunk deep umong the dwell-
ers in the north of Europe, and which still bids
fair to flourish, aod be fruitful in all comiog
time. Well may we glorify God in him. May
he come to us in the fulness of the blessing of
the Gospel of Christ. T

It may not be amiss to Igok at some of the
changes which haye taken place in our Connex-
fon in the years that have recently elapsed, and
to observe whether they suggest to'us any les-
sors for the future. If our late history utters
no voice respecting ecclesiastical novelties—for
Methodism, thank God, bas its clearly defined
Scriptural doetrines, and well proved polity,—
it may, nevertheless, enforce on all concerned
in the welfare of our Church, those apostolic
purposes, and excite those zealous aspirations
which should ever distinguish the men who are
rightly named after John Wesley.

The. data of any comparisons which may be
introduced bere will be found in the published
Minutes of Conference for the years 1861—63.
But it is not intended to proceed through those
Minutes in all their detaile. In those five years
many significant occurrences have tnngpi:ed in
the ministry—the membership—in reference
also to our Conference Institutions; and the
Jubilee of the Wesleyan Missionary Society bas
been celebrated.

It is a most gratifying fact that in those five
years, theré were forty young men ordained to
the work of the holy ministry, but, Low note-
worthy, so many have been the casualties of our

number of ordinations has resuited in a net in-
crease of only eight ministers. In 1861, the
number was 133 ; in 1865, it was, omitting the
Students, not more than 141. This increase is
by no means adequate to the wants of our work,
however, it may be fully equal to the present
undeveloped abffity of our Circuits to sustain
them. It is mot difficult, and it may be of ad-
vantsge, to point out some of the changes which
have taken place in the ministry. We omit all
remark on the very few who have cessed to be
recognized among us. May God be gracious
to esch of them. Four of the Brethren, John
Allison, Jobn Brewster, Charles Churchill, and
Adsm Nightingale, huve proceeded to other
countries, the first to the United States, the rest
to our father-land. Mr. Nightingale has heen
forty-four years in the work, mostly in New-
foundland, and for some time past he has been
a Supernumerary. The other brethren were in
the prime of their life, they were endued with
talents which made them eligible for the most
important services required of any Ministers.
Their departure from us is regretted as a loss.
They were admirably adapted to our field of
labour, in every part of which they were most
cordially welcome. In the same time no fewer
than eight ministers, by the combined effects of
wearying toil, advancing age, domestic and per-
sonal affliction, have been compelled to retire
from the active ranks in which they nobly stood
for a varying number of years, back to back,
and shoulder-to shoulder, with their brethren.
May our great Captain visit them with his conso-
lations, in the comparative seclusion to which
he has appointed them. May he give them fully
to know the import of the gracious words, * It
shall come to pass that at evening time it shall
be light.”
An equal number has passed away in triumph to
their eternal rest. This brings a most solemn tact
under review. Eight who were ministers of our
Conference have died since 1861. Im this mor-
tuary catalogue are honored names long famil-
jar in Methodist circles. Among them we mark
the veteran warrior of many years’ faithful ser.
vice, as W. Smith, Brownell, McNutt, and Mar-
shall. One of these expired very suddenly, oth-
ers of them spoke great and holy ‘things as they
consciously advanced to encounter their final foe.
Memorable were the exulting words of Father
McNautt, “I want nothing more but to go home
I am going rejoicing to Christ. The Star of
Bethlehem now shines upon me. . Hallelujah.”
Others were youthful soldiers of only a few years
toil. But those who knew will never forget the
quiet and conscientious Holland ; the mﬂQ and
courteous Avery ; the studious and self-denying
McKinnon ; the amiable and pure W. E. Shen-
stone. These have passed away to be with God.
How uncertain are all things here. How mys-
terious the purposes of heaven in removing labor-
ers from the field in their early manhood when
the need of them appears so greaf. Letus bow
and adore. Their survivors may sing '

“ Qur spirits too shall quickly join,
Like theirs with glory crown’d,
And shout to see our Captain’s sign,

To hear his trumpet sound.”

At lcast one sizth part of the Ministers of 1860
are concerned in the changes here referred to
which however startling is less so, than the u-'
certained fact, that about one-fourth of the
members of Conference in England died in the
ten years which ended in 1853.

During the five years upon which we are row
looking, there was an increase in the So-
cleties of Great Britain of elevea thousand and
forty-five members. * It is an occasion of heart-
telt sorrow, that in the same period the nume-
rical progreds of our own societies does not ad-
vantageously compare with this increase at home.
Our membership has sustained a slight decrease.
The returns have been published, they may s
well be substantially adduced bere, for if they be
not flattering to our denominational confidence,
they may be useful as a guide to our thoughtful-
ness, and a spur to our zeal. The number of
members in our Societies in 1861 was fifteen
thousand, four hundred and ninety-seven. Five
years later the number was fifteen thousand and
twenty-nine, belog a diminution of four hundred
and sixty-eight, It is well known to those who
bave been at the Conferences of the intermediate
years, that thejnumerical returns of our Socie-
ties have occasioned the greatest and most pray-

Our people will sgain be full of hope for s repe-

erfal concern. %pproyri-h resolutions were

Connesion, and |

such golieitude should be felt, and evea a strong |

Ministers’ life, that this comparatively lngo_

&

entered on th# journal of the Sackville Confer
etce, and a time was set apart in the Yarmouth

I Conference to consider the subject. The bene-

fit of this deep ministerial solicitude may appear
in the returns for the current yeat, for although
there has been more than the average ‘_"""‘.m’
| among our people in some Cireuits, in masy
| others, thank God, there bave been blessed l:g_'l-
vals, asat Hopewell, Digby, Avondale, Petite
| Riviere, Bedeque and Yarmouth. There have
| been years in Great Britain in which the numb?r
| in Soeiety has not been increased, but unless in
| very exceptional casés, decrease has not appear-
| ed after a series of years. Our chapels have
been augmented, our Mogregstions are more
numerous than formerly. Itisthe people whom
the Conference wants to have saved, and unless
the pumbers to be returned for this year shall
bappily prevent it, the numericsi state of the
church will again be a matter of solemn investi-
gation. No suspicion is whispered of any de-
fect in our ministers, either doctrinal, personal,
or official. Theéy do approve themselves, in la-
bours more abundént as the miaisters of Christ.
Were our discipline less strictly administered,
were our Church less pure, the case would be
different. That our uumbers do not rise more
rapidly is a part of the price our Connexion pays
for its strenuous endesvours to keep its members
« out of the world.” ‘But O ! were our united
efforts constantly dirceted to secure the full ae-
complishment of the promise of the Father con-
cerning the gift of the Holy Ghost, should we
rot see greater thiags in the way of awakening
and conversion than we have hitherto beheld ?
God of our Fathers imbue their sons with the
spirit which rested on them =0 abundantly, and
let thy pleasure in the salvation of souls prosper
in their hands !!

It wili be found that the districts which re-
turned fewer members Jast year than five years
previously, are Halifax,?8St. John and Frederic-
ton. In the other districts there was an increase,
and this must be noted with grateful joy. Ante-
cedent to . observation, it would be inferred
from the number every year as “ on trial,” that
there would be a reported coustant incresse in
avery district. The average number of proba-
tioners tor each of the five years under review,was
but one thousand six hundred and three. The
loss to our societies is constantly great by death,
declénsion, anJd removals. This has to be made
up before any numerical progress csu appear.
And our heavy loss from. all these sources has
been very nesrly regained from the unconverted.
There bave'been more than fiffeen hundred ad-
ditions to our Bocieties during each of the years
from 1860 to 1865 inclusive. This must not on
any account be kept out of sight, for it discovers
beyond a doubt that the hand of the Lord is
with his eervants, and that by their labours
* much people are still added to bis church.” Let
them therefore thank God and take courage.

That part of pur economy whereof we now
speak is powerfully effected by our Class Lead-
ers—who as a body, are most estimable and
excellent persons. In the apiritual department
of the work of Methedism, the Class Leaders
are second only to the Preachers. It will occur
to some to enquire, whether the privilege, duty,
and nature of memberships of our Chureh have
been eufficiently, and seasonably presented to our
congregations P Also whether suitable pains
have been bestowed on those who have been
placed in charge of classgs, to cultivate their ap-
titude, and improve their talent for the felici-
tous, sttractive and edifyiog performance of their
specific duties ® Corsidering the high importance
which the class-meeting yet holds among ue,
would it not be wise, not to say indispensable,
permanent apiritiial prosperity to endeavdit to
train the Leaders to the highest degree of abi-
lity for their holy work ? The most efficient
Leaders have often the largest classes, and some
of them in cities have more classes than ope.
Would that every Leader may become so gifted,
and devoted, as to be able to collect, and pre-
serve larger classes than bitherto. It is difficult
to conceive how any lay person can be more
serviceable to the souls of men than by loving
zeal in the office of a’ Class-Leader. To be
placed in this office bas often been the means of
great spiritual good to the Leaders. They have
hereby been quickened to great prayerfulness
and consecration. Tender and delightful has
been the attachment which has arisen between
them and their members. May they all find, to
the happy close of their useful life, that in'seek-
ing to water others, they are watered themselves
also. '

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

‘ Playing at Doing Good. ”
SECOND-HAND THOUGHTS.

Not long ago, I read some remarks om
“playing at doing good.” *Many,” said the
unknown writer, ¢ play at doing good, and more
may do so, in the pulpit, on the platform,
and in the Temperance Assembly Room.” 1
wonder what moved him to write that. Had he
any special reference? I cannotsay. Butas
“ ANOX,” he threw the ball to me ; and, as
“ Axox,” I, having turned it over in my hands
and in my mind for my own benefit, throw jit
further, catch it who may ;—and much good
may it do them! Me, at all events, it reminded
of an old doubt, of a wonder of long standing.

We believe intemperance is an evil ; or rather
we see and feel it is. We believe abstinence a
remedy, or a cure, for drunkenness. May we
not say, without incurring the charge of bigotry
and prejudice from the most earnest defender
of “ Hollands,” “ Mountain Dew,” and “ Old
Port,” we know'it? It seems pretty clear that
a man who never drinks any ardent spirits at
all, never drinks too much for his own good or
that of others. But my wonder aforesaid has
reference to the modes which some, the sincerity
of whose convictions I must not doubt, take to
spread temperance principles, and to check the
giant evil which desolates so many homes, curses
so many families, ruins g0 many souls. What
shall we do with this drunkenness? We have
tried many ways of dealing with it. We have
burlesqued it ; we have shewn up the drunkard’s
folly in small theatricals; we bave *said or
sung ” to it divers songs, comic and sentimental ;
but it ¢ will not hearken to the voice of charmers,
charming never,so wisely.” Men laugh at it;
but, while they laugh, they love it still. We
have bent to the popular taste for fun and
melody till we can always command a crowded
room, even when we charge a few cents for ad-
missiong for-those who crave the amusement of
a cheap concert and a hearty laugh cannot find
what they seek at so small cost anywhere else.
What is the result? - We have very great meet-
ings which do very little good ; some say, none.
Earnest Christians begin to stand aloof from us,
fearing lest these entertainments should create
or foster a taste for something lower down the
plane; lest they should prove to the young an
easy and gradual introduction to the * Saloon ”
and the theatre. Many church members and
ministers look doubtfully upon us, and say they
don’t think it right for us to absent ourselves
from the worship of God to listen to song-sing-
ing, which, however some may approve it at
other times, can scarcely be expected to answer
the same ends as the gospel and the means of
grace. What shall we do? Indeed I can’t
say, unloss we go back to the old-fashioned way

and hénovx’r-ing God in the

s

, .
f acknowledging
oo be ashamed publicly

matter ; unless we cease to

After all, the i lion must be,
to u great extent, a i m{_ #; or it
will become inbsfmﬂfar religion, sad, in
ti‘t, a hindrance tovit. "
Miller, or the artistic rendering of g!fes and
roundelays that will banish from our streets ll.le
drunkenness which is our reproach; that will
rouse the inebriate to a sense of his danger, and
lead him to dash down, once and for ever, the
cup that has ruined thousands and is ruining
him. We want such a sense of osr brother’s
danger and of our own belplessness as will lead
us to strive with the evil in earnest, and to look
to God for help. “Them that honour me 1
will honour, but they that despise me shall be
lightly esteemed.” Some of our Temperance
sections ot honoured by God in being made
exteﬁfr:?&efnl, and some are fast coming to
be-very “lightly esteemed” by many of those
who should, and who fain would, be the warm
and hearty supporters of a movement which
contemplates the rescue of their fellow-mep
from sin and misery. Is there no danger here
of “ playing at doing good ?” It was in Scol’-
land,” says John Gough; “that-I heard the
first prayer at a temperance meeting since 1
came from America; and I believe, the reason
why they hold such power in the Church in the
States of America is, that they have prayer—is,
that they have prayed all the way up, and
watered the path with tears and with faith, till
they stand where they doon the temperance
question. It cheered my heart, therefore, to
find that there was prayer in temperance meet-
ings in Scotland.”

{he wittieidms of Joo

ANON.

Letter from Barrington.

DEAk Sir,—Permit me, through your inter-
esting and most utelul paper, to offer on bebsif
of my country—Nova Scotia, as well as all Bri-
tish America, thanks to Almighty God, that we
are otill enjoying the great blessing of pesce ;
that the war epidemic which for a length of time
past has been threatening ys, seems to be on the
wane, snd receding from our beloved country,—
And now, is it not quite time, that some practical
and efficient measures be adopted, for the pre-
servation of pesce among all civilized nationss
Surely the world has had enough of war ; there
is on the page of history, as wellas in the minds
of those who have watched the progress of events
during the last quarter of s century even, evi
dence abundantly sufficient, to satisfy every wise
man that war is but a losing game; and-most bar-
barous emiployment, fraught with indescribable.
and almost countless miseries. - Why then con-
tinue it ? -A congress formed of delegates from.
the civilized nations of the world—wise and ju-
dicious men, could in a shoft time, make such
ar.angements, as would secure the peace of the
world,“and put mankind in a position to study
his"own elevation, by performing the duty he
owes'to bis God, to his fellow men, and to him-
sell.  Praying that the Lord may impart wisdom
to ‘men. )

I am, yours truly,
BROTHERHOOD.
i Barrington, May 4, 1866,

Letter from Mill Town, N. B.

DEeAR BROTHER,—I am happy to inform you
that the Fenian excitement has at least for the
present subsided along this river. An attack on
St. Stephen was planned in the month of Jan'y
to take place on the 18th of April. The roads
were all mapped, and the plens all laid, for s
regular invasion of this part of the Province;
some of the Fenians were so injudicious as to
boast of the ooty they would get in St, Stephen
and of the revelry they would have among the
unprotected inhabitants,

A few days before the time nsmed, the Feni-
838 began to gather in groups at-Machias, East-
port, Pembrook, Robinston, Calais, and other
places ; and there is not the least reason to
doubt but the attack would have been made on
the night of the 18th, but some 1800 stand of
arms already shipped at Eastport, and coming

by the United States suthorities on the afternoon
of the 17th. This at once checked the marau-
ders, and before they could again gather strength,
General Meade came with American troops to
Calais ; & squadron of the British navy came
into the river ; and a large detachment of Bri-
tish troops; some 600 men of the 17th Regt.,
came to St. Andrew’s, and are now divided be-
tween St. Andrew’s and St. Stephen’s. Thus
met, and their plans frustrated; the Fenians
bave all, or nearly all taken their departure, pro-
nounciog their heavy malediction upon New
Brunswick which they intended to designate by
the cognomen Ewmmeiia, afier the name of an
Irish rebel ; and hoped that New Brunswick and
Maine would by Divine power be blotted out
from the map of the earth. The prayer of such
men will do us. no harm—we are thankful they
are gone. And report says, that they have left
Eastport where they were - received with a cour-
tesy that was both unseemly and unkind, without
settling their Hotel bills, amounting in the ag-
gregate to something near one thousand dallars.
We now breathe freely, and are truly thankful
for cur deliverance. AN OBSERVER.

Paying the Minister—O0ld-Time
Scenes.

As a subject of congratulation, we may refer

the present, in paying ministers, Now he com-
monly receives his monthly check, or the cash
from the treasurer of the stewards, for the twelfth
part of his salary. It is promptly and punctu-9
ally paid. How was it then ? Look in upon a
quarterly conference half a century or more
ago.” This wae the place where the offerings for
the minister were computed on his allowance.

& business man of these days. It was mot un-
frequently painful and humiliating to the preach.
er himself. Here all the presents he has re-
ceived for the past three months sre reported
and appraised. What has been paid in cash or
in kind is reckoned in. Tkte butter and cheese,
the wood and potatoes, and other commodities
are estimated and counted in making up the
quarterage of sixty-four or eighty dollars. It
seems much like adjusting a bsrter agegunt, in
which one party farnishes the conventent pro-
duce for the farm—not always convenient to the
preacher—and the other offsets it by the small
valuation placed on his measage of the Word of
Life. It was well called “ making up the sup-
plies.”
Sometimes such a scene betrayed “ great little-
negs ” in some of the members. An old preach-
er once narrated to us the following incident in
his experience. He was officially informed on
reaching his new appointment that he was not to
receive any presents. At the last quarterly con-
ference of the year he was asked if he had re-

that I should not, and if you have kept the moral
law a8 strictly as you have kept that law, you will
bave very little sin to answer for.” ¢ But,” said
they, “have you received nothing?” “Oh, yes,” he
replied, “ 1 have ; and I will tell you what they

to- ask /hin bleming; wod guidauce, and belp),
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i’!’qneuién-' o Wdl,' said the brotker, ;.vni-
fiacioudly, * we think these things ought to he
credited-{o us in mekipg up your support.’—
« They will d¢ no such thing,” said the preacher;
¢ they are none of your gifts, and you shail
have no creuit for-them.” -Such scenes of the
past may excite cur wonder. We feel thankful
that lhl’ beloeg coly to the past, and that the
voluntary system introduced by our fathers is
now so satisfactory to the pechle and eo effec-
tual in proviciog abundant
the ministry.— Methodist.
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' Children of our Church

What shall be done with them? This most
important question should receive the most

souls in our churches. Itisa fact frequently
observed, that, especially in the townsand cities,
a majority ¢f our members are females. In
looking over our congregations and families, you
will find the numbers, on the othe: hand, nearly
¢qual. What then becomes of all our boys and
young men? The fact seems to Be this, that
those of them who are not truly converted to
God before the ages of 18 or 20, are led away
by the temptations of the world, and becoine
confirmed in the neglect of personal religion.
We think it a fact, that all the children brought
up by pious parents in connection with the
church'of Gad, are. the subjects of very early
and deep religious impressions, and that_ from
the age of five or six up to fifteen, the Spirit of
God works in their hearts the most powerful
convictions of sin'which they experience. At a
meeting held in our churches noj long shice,
night after night, a dazen or more of the chil-
dren presented themselves for prayer, the most
of them 9, 10, or 11 yearsof age, and some
younger. : In the Sabbath School of the same
church, the Superintendent asked the children
to bring; on the first Sabbath of the new year,
a verse of Scripture as the motto or rule:of life
for the mext year. In rcsponse forty ok fifty

them expressive of deep religious convictions.
And these convictions among the boys seemed
to be not less deep or general than among the
girls. - These facts are by no means ‘extraordi-
nary ; the same staté of things will be found to
exist to/some extent in each' of our churches.
Bt their universality is the very thing which
renders thein important, proving that if our
childreri were carefally shepherded, they would
not be lost to God and the church. Certainly
the universal church should be awakened to
the importance of this matter, and the most
strenuous efforts put forth that all the children,
especially the boys, might, undgr these early con-
victions, be truly converted dagd united with the
church, before being exposed ththe influences
of the ungodly world. You say, How is this to
be deme ? ‘We reply, By working directly for
it; and this should be done.

1. By parents We know that Christian pa-
rents are anxious for the salvation of their ehil-
dren ; bat do they always muke ‘this one great
end of life. ‘Many of ‘them dg make it a" great
end of life to provide wealth. for. their children,
but, alaz, are satisfied to dismiss the heavenly
inberitance with a few faithless prayers and-an
occasional cold piece of advice delivered more in
the language of censure than of earnest love.
Others again take a wiser and more Christian
couree, bat their efforts are to some extent spas-
modic and periodical, and {bring little fruit to
perfection. We have often admired the spirit
of good old Carvosso, ‘who, in the ‘struggle of
mighty faith brought his children to God, and
claimed their salvation, and believed not in vain.
Burely the same smount of faith, day and night
pleading with God, looking at * the promise,
lsughirg at impossibilities, crying, I¢ shall be
done,” would ever be followed by the same
gracious results. But let not cesseless prayer
and strong faith stand alone. Let them ¢ work”

ty and instruction. Take time for thie, fathers.
Let not ledgers, counter, workshop, or form, in-
terfere with this your first great duty on. earth.
Better send your children out into the world with
the love of God in their hesrts, though without
& single dollar, than to leave them thousands to
be the means of sinking their souls to perdition.
Take time for this, mothers. ‘Let no domestic
cAres, OF visifors or parties, Tob you of your pre-
clous daily hours for this great work.. 'Better
far that your children should know the blsssed
Jesus, and be entirely jgnorant of fashionable
life, ‘Methodists are expected to live for God
and for eternity alone.

II. Ministers have their share in this work.
¢ Where there are ten children whose . parents
will allow it, meet them an hour once a week.’
«Talk with them,every time you see them a’
home. Pray earnestly for them.” “As far as
practicable it shall be the duty of every minis-
ter or preacher of a circuit or station, to. obtain
the names ot the children belonging to his con-
gregation, to form them into classes for the pur-
pose of giving them religious instruction, to ins
struct them regularly himself, as much as his
other duties will allow—to appoint a suitable
leader for each class, who shall instruct them in
his absence,” &c. We think we have in these
divections a syste@, improved in the forthcoming
revised edition by the addition of one or two

complish all we,desire in bringing all our chil-
dren to God and iato class. Brethren may we

“ Suffer little children and forbid them not to
cordte to me, for of such is the kingdom of heav-’
en,” in the name of the-¢hurch and the comin

generations, whose destinies depend so muc%"
upon this matter, to take hold of this work. Of

well expended. In no part of the vineyard will
you reap a richer .harvest thar when you
bave sown the seeds of life in the hearts of the
young. You will meet with difficulties. Pa-
rents will be indifferent, but you must exhort
them and preach to them upon this subject.
When' you go to the house the children will often
be hid away in the kitchen, but you must seek
for them, and take no excuse that they are “not
washed and dressed” in due order. Their im-
mortal souls are of mjore importance than their
tidy garb. And do not forget the meetings.
They are most important. They are not mere
theory ; they have been tried and crowned with
success. Many stilllive in England to tell of
the blessings they received through such meet-
ings, hield by the now sainted Bramwell and

combine to pray and believe and work for the
conversion of the children, and the holy men
and women of a future day will rise up to call|
them blessed — Christian Guardian.

- e

THE Seriptures give four names to Christians,
taken from the four cardinal graces. Saints,
for tneir holiness ; Believers for their faith ;
Brethren for their love ; and Disciples for their
knowledge.
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Paris Exhibition of 1867.
The following gentlemen, compose fhe(#
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- The Hon. PROVINCIAL Sl.cll,ﬂ".H
The Hon. W. A. HENRY, Attorst)
The Hon, J. W. RITCHIE, Salist” t‘a
The Hon. ALEXANDER McFSA%
The Hon, 8. L. Suaxxoy, Mb&
The Hon. J. MCDONALD, by
The Hoa. J. H. ANDERSON, MLE ¢
The Hon. JONATHAN M’Cuu-i.‘rl“. .
The Hon. Joserpr Howe. B
ApaMS G. ARCHIBALD, Eigy Mol
WiILLIAM ANNAND Esq. M. P. P
BENJAMIN WIER, Esq.
Hexry PRYOR, Esq., M. PP
Jonx ToBiN, E:xq., M. P. P.
M. H. Ricugy, Esq., Mayor.
Hipax BLaxcuan, Esq, ! PR
AvVARD LONGLEY, EE%!’. ailway Com
Dr. HaMrurox, Euq., PP
" W.'T. TOwNSEND, Eeq.
A, MACKINLAY, Esq.
J. M, Joxngs, Esg.
A. M. Uxiacke, Bt
P. C. HiLt, Esq, D. C. L.
StTeEPHEN TonIN, Beq.
JaMEs A. MoReN, E«q.
W. Cuxarb, Esq.
Dr. How.
Dr. {;AWSON. s
Dr. BErRNARD GILPIN. . »
P. 8. Haxrroy, Ecq., Chiel Commisiesst
' Mines. _
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SUB COMMITTEES.

Group 1—Works of Art. 2
Sub- Commiltee—Hon. Solicitor Gen;’néom ¥
man ; Hon. 8. L. Shannon M.E.C, k. ’
Hill, Esq.,, D. C. L.
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