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LETTERS OF HKCOMMKNDATION.
Apostolic Delegation.

Ottawa. Juno 18th, ltK'5.
Hr. Thomas Coffey :

My Dear Blr,—tilnoe coming to Canada I have
’ - 4------- 1 httVH *:Ol«lflMen e”rëniîër ofÿoâr pi.pôr. 1 have notorl 

with satisfaction that ItIsdlrecwith eansracuon vnai it^ ’̂«d with 1 n t ell! 
tenoe and ability. and, above all. that It. Is lm 
bned with a strong Cat hollo spirit. Itstrenu- 
ISh\j defends Catholic principles and rights. 
%nd stands firmly by the teachings and author 
!ty of tho Church, a' the same time promot ng 
•he best Interests of the country 
those lines It has don . a great deal of goodl for 
She welfare of religion and country. •“'V *6 
will do more and more aw he ^ho'esome 
Influence reaches more Oathollo h Miies. I 
therefore, earnestly recommend It to uatno- 
tic families. With my blessing on your work, 
snd best wishes for Its continued success. 

Yours verv sincerely In Christ.
Donatub, Archbishop of Kphesus, 

Apostolic Delegate.

Vmivehhitv or OttawaotawiToSÂ».Marcb »<*■ "**>'

Air. Thomas Coffey t
Dear Blr t For some t ime past I have read 

four estimable paper, Tint CATHOLIC RJJOo»». 
and congratulate you upon t he j“■J®™' J® which it Is published. Its matter and form 
art both good i and a truly Catholic spirit 
•ervades the whole. Therefort* with pfear 
are. 1 can recommend It to the faithful. 
Messing you and wishing you success believe 
ns to remain.^ ,D Jesus Christ

t u FalOONIO, Arch, of Larissa.
Aooeti. Delog.

London, Saturday, Feh. 15, 1908.

A MYSTERY.
A never failing source of wonder is 

the individual who learnt nothing, 
forgets nothing, and is at no pains to 
conceal hie identity. Year after year 
we see the same old stories doirg duty 
as arguments against the Church. 
Rutkl/t has it that everyone knows now 
that the once fortune guiding stars 
that used to twinkle in a mysterious 
manner are only hydrogen gas — and 
they stiuk as they twinkle—but a few 
of us are not aware that ghost stories 
are hot air, more or less malodorous. 
That they bear no rosomblar.ee to the 
truth does not deter some preachers 
from foisting them on the public as 
proof of Rome's iniquity. Very dis­
couraging indeed. The scientist obeys 
the orders of observation and experi ; 
ment. The medical man keeps abreast 
of the facts. The historian has in view 
the fruits of research. The business 
man quests new methods for the better 
exploiting of his wares. Rat some 
preachers never give us a fair hearing 
and never Investigate the charges they 
bring against us. They repeat end­
lessly and monotonously the ghost 
stories that have been banded down to 
them. Their best writers do not be 
lleve them : the historian treats thorn 
with contempt ; but they treasure them 
as heaven-sent gems of wisdom. That 
this assertion is well within the bounds 
of accuracy is evidenced by the fact 
of their neglecting no opportunity to 
show that, so far as the Church is con 
cernod, they are living in tbo land of 
fable. We wonder at their cari­
catures of Catholic doctrine, but 
what astonishes us the most is that 
men who are supposed to extend God’s 
Kingdom on earth do not hesitate to 
use weapons which others, who are of 
the earth earthy, would scorn to cm 
ploy. We are sorry for the poor people 
whose prejudices are kept alive by 
this kind of preacher. For wo believe 
that were the average Protestant in­
cited to clear his mind of misconcep­
tion, and to see us as wo are, he would 
approach the Church with an open 
mind. But as this preacher will not 
do this, the Catholic layman can do 
his part by challenging calumny and 
by exposing the charges brought 
against the Church to the satisfaction, 
not indeed of the bigot, but of men of 
sense, of whatever cast of opinion. 
This may be done in tbo daily press. 
When an editor endeavors to read into 
Papal documents his preconceived 
ideas the layman can give the public a 
corrective In the guise of a letter to 
the paper. When wo are reviled as 
the enemies of dumoot aey he can state 
the Church's doctrine on the question 
of Government.

A TIME TO SPEAK.
There is a time, says Cardinal New 

man, for silence and a time to speak : 
the time for speaking is come. 1 want 
a laity, not arrogant, not rash in 
speech, not disputatious, but men who 
know their religion, who enter into it, 
who know just where they stand, who 
know what they hold and what they 
do not, who know their croc d so well 
that they can give an account of it, 
who know so much of history that they 
can defend it.

WHY NOT PUOHHUT THIS.
A short time ago we had occasion to 

visit a certain section of this country. 
On our arrival we were treated with 
due courtesy, but after a day or so wo

conjectured from the looks snd words 
of the Inhabitants that we were under 
suspicion. Determined to probe the 
mystery we accosted an individual and 
asked him to explain the meaning of 
the transition from courtesy to veiled 
hostility. The good fellow solved the 
mystery by saying, “ You're a Catho­
lic.” And he went on to tell us that 
he knew all about the Church and had 
no hesitancy in branding us as unde­
sirable citizens. Upon attempting to 
give him an instruction he said that he 
accepted Chlnlquy's verdiot against us. 
The poor man wallowed In his igoor 
ance and was proud of it. Wo can, 
however, make some excuse for him. 
But what excuse can be given tor 
Evangelical Protestantism which has 
stood sponsor for the foul slanders and 
has scattered them broadcast over this 
country. Owing to its agency Chlol- 
qny's abominable books are found in 
many a hamlet to the stifling of concord 
and truth. They are in Protest­
ant homes because the men who 
ought to know that they contain the 
most shameless calumnies against 
Catholic pi-itiaLs and Catholic women 
have been Instrumental in putting 
them there. But how long is this 
putrescent drivel going to be in the 
armory of Kvangelical Protestantism ? 
Is the poisoning of the wells to bo al­
ways in honor among these non- Catho­
lics ?

STILL AT QUEBEC.
Without Quebec some editors and 

preachers would have little need of 
certain words. For instance, reaction­
ary would not be seen so often. 
Mediieval methods would no longer be a 
war cry, and the gentleman with the 
open Bible would plough the sands in 
other countries. But as it is on the 
map and plays withal no insigniticant 
role in the Dominion it is a target for 
the shafts of any comer. Some wish to 
convert it ; others decry its apathy 
tv ward Anglo-Saxon ideals ; others 
again, abate it. As anyone can have 
a shot at it, and use any weapon from 
the ancient stink pot to the quirk firing 
gun of the daily print, there is al ways a 
noise in the country. Meanwhile, 
Quebec gaining in strength, guarding 
its homes, temperate and faithful to 
the Church, plods on, undaunted and 
sure of itself. It is one of the most valu­
able assets of the Dominion. Its his­
tory from the days of the Bourbon lilies 
tc the present time is radiant with the 
glory of noble achievement. Its sons 
have been distinguished as churchmen, 
orators, statesmen, litterateurs—it has, 
in a word, done more or our fame than 
any other province in Canada. And 
with regard to the virtues which make u 
people great it has nothing to learn 
from any section of this country.

IN A STATE OF FERMENT.
We are told bj a writer on Modernism 

that the body politic is in a state of 
ferment. While we cannot discern 
what this hat» dj with one matter we 
admit that the phrase is rather frayed 
on the edges. When de Metternich 
heard it ho remarked that he did not 
know whether it was a spirituous or 
putrid ferment.

There are, of course, indications of 
ferment. We chan ,e our opinions 
every other week. We can get a creed 
to lit the cen ury for the asking. We 
declaim against authority in things 
spiritual and prove our consistency by 
following the latest religious charlatan.

But, says a irlend, we are a nation 
of hustlers. Even so, we are not sure 
that agitation must be praised without 
stint. It may be a species of hysteria 
or a sign that we have not acquired the 
art of taking pleasure in repose and 
solitude.

DOSOSO CORTES.
I am a Catholic, said Donoeo Cortes. 

1 hold and believe all the Catholic, 
Apostolic, Roman Church holds and 
believes. To know what I ought to 
think and believe I look not to philo­
sophers but to the doctors of the 
Church. I question not the wise, but 
rather pious women aud children—two 
veasels of benediction, because the one 
is purified by tears and the other Is 
fragrant with the perfume of innocence.

A DISAPPOINTMENT.
The Clemenceau Government remains 

ip power though considering the per­
sonalities composing it it has been 
singularly disappointing. When Clem­
enceau became Premier we were 
assured that under his ministrations 
Franco would be restored co health. 
To make assurance doubly sure he 
called distinguished specialists to his 
aid. “ Give the country,” they said, 
“ large doses of democracy : soothe it 
with diatribes against the Church : 
promise it education and culture.” 
Tnen they enmeshed France in a net cf 
law and bade it go forward to what 
they called prosperity aud what his 
tory terms degradation. They have 
done what they could to make a mock­
ery of authority and obedience. They 
have devoir ed social economy from

the Gospel snd are fees *o face with
the Socialists who know their power 
and whose ranks are recruited dally 
from the army of the discontented and 
from the men In whose veins is the 
blood of the Revolution.

The counterpart of the men who wor­
shipped a harlot is abroad in France 
and is manifesting his contempt for 
the spurious democracy that satisfies 
neither hit mind nor his body.

ABOUT ULUBS.

In every parish there are devout per 
sons of both sexes who are ready for any 
service. Docile and jealous they give 
plenteously of self-sacrifice to any par­
ochial enterprise. But there are too 
many laymen who stand afar off, g ner 
ous with criticism, but backward with 
assistance of either purse or hand. 
Others, while willing to give money, 
take no active part in things parochial. 
And yet men of influence and educa 
tion could do much to strengthen the 
hands of the pistor. They hear much 
that never reaches Us ears, and are, 
perchance, mure conversant with the 
aims a ad ambitions of Catholics. They 
listen to criticism, witness the strag­
glings of tbeir fellows, and are in a 
position to plan to disarm criticism 
and to help the struggling. Not that 
the pastor is deaf, but remarks are, as 
a rule, expurgated before they come 
to him, and, moreover, he has little 
time and less money to do many things 
which would benefit his people. He 
would like, for instance, to have a 
club devoted to serious business, not 
indeed to the eschewing of the social 
and athletic features, but allowing 
them but a secondary place. We mean 
a club that would have as its aim the 
education of those who need it.

DEATH OF VERY REV. DEAN 
O'CONNELL.

The sad intelligence reached us last 
week of the sudden death of Very Rev. 
Dean O'Connell, P. P., Mount Forest, 
diocese of Hamilton. The doceased 
priest was one of the best known a< 
well as one of the most deservedly 
esteemed priests of Ontario. Ho was 
truly a father to his people, and at all 
seasons bis best efforts were employed 
to promote their temporal as well as 
their spiritual welfare. His charities 
will never be known in this world, for 
he was one of th.se noble souls whose 
good deeds were of the unostentatious 
character. An ambition to promote 
the spread of God's kingdom upon 
earth took complete possession of him. 
and the work he has done for the Church 
in the Mount Forest parish, where his 
flock were comparatively small and not 
possessed of much of this world’s good », 
will remain for long in the hearts and 
minds of his people, whose gratitude 
will be abiding and whose prayers will be 
earnest and constant that he may in the 
world eternal, receive the reward of 
the good and faithful shepherd of 
Chiist'b ujck. To ills Lordship the 
Bishop of Hamilton, we send our heart­
felt sympathy. He has lost one of the 
best and bravest priests of h:s flock. 
The press dispatch announcing the 
death of Father O'Connell is as follows :

Mount Forest, Fob. 2.—Rev. B. J. 
O'Connell, pastor ol Si. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church, died suddenly during 
the night. Deceased was sixty four 
years of age and was born in 
Limerick. lie retired about 10 
o’clock last night, apparently in 
the best of health, but this 
morning when Miss Crowe, the houyo- 
keep r, called him, there was no re 
spouse, jnd on investigating it was 
found he was dead.

Dean O Connell has had charge of 
this parish for the last thirty years, 
and was very popular amongst his own 
parishioners and amongst all denomina­
tions and his place will be hard to fill, 
lie filled various charges under the dio­
cese of Hamilton, and is well kuown 
throughout western Ontario. A broth­
er in Sedalia. Mo., survives, and Father 
Cody ol Hamilton and Mr. Cody, post­
master, Oakville, tire nephews.

NO HOME RULE BILL.

Advices from England lead to the 
conclusion that no Home Rule measure 
will be introduced at the present 
Session of the House of Commons. 
There are two opposing forces with 
which the Government has to reckon. 
The Irish nationalists, on the onejhau.i, 
are not in the humor to accept such a 
meagre dish of self government as the 
present liberal administration are pre­
pared to offer, and the House of Lords, 
which may bo termed the hereditary 
foes of all schemes to do justice to the 
Irish people, may bo depended upon to 
throw out entirely or out aud carve 
out of all semblance to its original 
form, any and all schemes which may 
be suggested for the paoifleatiou of the 
Irish people which boars any semblance 
to local self-government.

Perhaps no other body of legislators 
in the world gives us such a striking 
illustration of selfishness as the House 
of Lords forcing a course of procedure 
the very reverse of statesmanship. 
The landlord interest seems to domin­
ate the majority, and the wel -known 
motto, morally rotten, “ What we have

we bold/' they have nailed to their 
mast-head. All doubt as to the 
course of the House of Commons on 
Irish legislatl c, was, we are told, set 
at rest on February 3rd, when Mr. 
Herbert H. Asquith, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, declared on behalf of the 
Premier, that the Government had no 
intention of reintroducing the Irish 
Council bill.

The Earl of Dudley (Conservative), 
who was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
daring Mr. Balfour's Ministry (1902 
05 ) created somewhat of a sensation 
amongst the Unionist benches of the 
House of Lords by disassociating him­
self entirely from the policy of coer­
cion in Ireland as advocated by the 
Opposition. The leaders of the present 
Liberal Government, the Earl of Dad- 
lej said, were not going far enough in 
tbeir conciliatory methods to p'eate 
him.

Speaking on the same topic in the 
House of Commons, Mr. Augustine 
Birrell, Chief Sacretary for Ireland, 
refused definitely to put the crimes 
act into operation, llo said he loathed 
boy cutting, and expressed the opinion 
th^t there nev*r would be peace and 
Contentment in Ireland until the un 
tenanted lands had been divided among 
the people.

What puzzles the average onlooker 
is the want of prompt action on the 
part of the Government to place vacant 
lands in the hands of the peasantry for 
cultivation. The owners should be 
compelled to sell or rent these lands at 
a reasonable price. They will not, 
however, do one thing or the other 
unless forced. The lands are allowed 
either to remain idle or be used for 
pasturage with the view of compelling 
tho payment ^exorbitant prices by the 
Government and the peasantry. The 
Ministry are to be commended for not 
paying heed to ths demand [for the 
application of the coercion act. This 
act has for generatn ns been an utter 
failure. It is now an established fact 
that harshness and Injustice will pro 
duce but bitter fruit in Ire’and. The 
opposite course is the sane one. 
“Trust the people,” should be the 
motto. If* this is done there well in & 
few years be no Irish question to vex 
the Empire.

SOCIALISM IN ENOLANU.

Advices from England a few we<ks 
ago would lead to the belief that 
Socialism was making considerable 
headway in that country. Later in­
telligence pots quite a different com­
plexion on the matter. The London 
Morning Post, of January 22nd, states 
that the Labour Party at its confer­
ence in Hull on the previous day, re 
j acted by 951,000 votes to 91,000 a 
proposal to amend the constitution by 
the insertion of a declaration In favor 
of Socialism. The same paper also 
gives us the information that the Cath­
olic Bishop of Ciiîvvü, speaking at 
Birmingham on Socialism and liberty, 
said the older schools of Socialism 
would have all abolished the institu­
tion of marriage out-and out. “Modern 
Socialists,” be said, “promised com­
plete emancipation of women, which 
might mean freedom from all restraints 
of the marriage tie. Distinctions of 
wealth, birth and class having been 
swept away greater width of selection 
might be ensured for the marrying man, 
but would his choice be his own, or 
would his helpmate be assigned him by 
officials of the omnipotent State ? 
Might not the State, having to sup­
port all husbands and wives, erect ita 
own matrimonial tribunals and pro 
none co on such matters as physical 
fitness, polygamy, polyandry and 
divorce ? Socialism could promise no 
stability, security, or Increase of happi­
ness to the domestic circle. It would 
pluck up hearth and home, and raze 
the Britisher's castle to the ground. 
Oat of its schools would issue a genera 
tion without God, tutored to despise 
the past, with few objects of human 
interest in the present, a dwarfed, un­
interesting, and nnhoroic race.”

Wo,hope such of our Canadians as 
may be tinged with Socialistic lean­
ings will ponder well the sage advice 
of this destinguished English church­
man. Many thoughtless and innocent 
persons have been enrolled under the 
banner of Socialist through paying 
heed to the un Christian and anti- 
Christian demagogues who would lead 
us into a condition of living, destructive 
of all those grand ideals which make 
a nation strong, and a people happy and 
free in the truest sense of tho terms.

We have seen too many a bark 
freighted with our golden hopes go 
down in the troubled sea of life ; we 
have planted too many a tree of desire, 
and watched and waited till wo deemed 
the fruit was ripe, and then plucked it, 
and found it turn to dust and ashes on 
our eager lips ; we have seen aud felt 
these things too often to be very san 
git!no about any great happiness that 
life can possibly bring. And yet, alas 1 
we launch another bark, and yet, again 1 
we plant another tree only to see the 
ruthless storm and the chilly blast 
ruthlessly destroy.

MORAL ASPBCT0F SOCIALISM.
ELOQUENT ADDRESS BY FATHER 

HENRY DAY, 8. J.

At the 1‘ieton Hall, Liverpool, re­
cently, the Her. Henry Day, 8. J., 
delivered an add re., on the moral a. 
peot ol 8oclali.ni.

The word Soeialiam, .aid the leo 
Inter, admit, ol many aid widely dll- 
leteot interpretation.. Ol the*e one 1. 
not nnlrequently used to eipre.. aoy 
effort to prevent or mitigate the .offer­
ing» ol the poor, end the many evil, ol 
modern induetrlal llle. Socl.llem In 
thi. aen.e 1. evidently praiseworthy. 
Another meaning commonly attached 
to the word 1. a general leaning to the 
social principle known a» collectivism. 
Socialism so understood represents a 
rational and historical reaction Irom 
extreme individualism. Allow me a 
abort digression to explain this. For 
fully three centuries and until the last 
6lty years the economic and social 
principle of individualism, which is the 
opposite ol collectivism, prevailed 
thioughout western civlllzitlon. Ac 
cording to thi» teaching the ultimate 
good ol «ociety depended chi, fly on the 
Iree prosecution ol his individual inter 
esta by each ol its members, and free 
competitl ,n, loading to the survival of 
the fittest, was held to be the surest 
foundation of a prosperous State. How 
ever, much of truth and good this 
theory contained it came in practice 
to bo abu ed, and its abuse caused a > 
revulsion ol feeling in lavor ol the 
contrary! collectivist doctrine. Tte 
central idea ol this latter teaching ie 
that toelal health and human happlue»» 
is something apart from and above the 
separate interest, ol Individuals, and 
that the production and distribution ol 
wealth, like any other pnbllc function, 
cannot salely be entrusted to the un­
lettered freedom of individuals, bat 
needs tn be organized and controlled 
by the State for the benefit ol the col 
1 active community. Snob Socialism 
again is oommendable. It is a modor 
ate expression ol a principle which i, a 
chief characteristic ol the Christian 
religion, and may be taken to represent 
the common trend ol healthy public 
opinion of to-day. Bat do these and a 
variety ol other meanings like them 
truly constitute the content ol the 
sociological concept which we are con 
aider!, g y Do they correspond to the 
essential definition and technical des 
criptlun of present day Socialism t 
Certainly they do not. The scientific 
Social!-m of the day which goes by the 
name ol Social Democracy is a much 
more thoroughgoing sort. It is an ex­
treme system ol Collectivism, which 
admitted1)- and according to the auth- 
entio statements of its oiticial plat 
forms ano recognized leaiers advocite. 
the inalienable ownership, production 
and distribution of al 1 economic g< ods 
and means ol production by tho demo­
cratic State.

Now, the subject of my address is 
precisely Socialism In this proper ard 
technical sense, and the particular 
phase of tho subject which I wish to 
sot before you is its moral boaring as 
distinct from its economic significance. 
At at time when Socialists are en 
deavoring to diieonnt the morally 
pernicious teachings of many of their 
most prominent writers and speakers,
1 propose to demonstrate the futility ol 
their task, and to show that S claliim 
in its fundamental principles is in direct 
and necessary antagonism with the 
Christian religion, with the Christian 
home, and with Christian ethics.
SOCIALISM ANTAGONISTIC TO CIIU1STIAN- 

ITY,

Iu the '.at place, o.cialiam is direct 
ly antagonistic to tho Christian relig 
ion. To prove this assertion X might 
reasonably quote as evidetee the blat 
ant and blasphemous < xprostions against 
God's truths and Christ's te-timony 
which are being daily uttered by Social 
ists, and disseminated throu ;h the 
country by the demoralizing propa­
ganda of Unir infidel p-ess. Bat wore 
I to follow this line of argument and 
conclude the anti-Christianity of Social­
ism from the character and conduct ol 
its adherents, occasion might bo given 
to specious bat really crude and illogi- 
cal objections. Thus I conceivably ro 
ce’.ve a letter to morrow morning to the 
eflect thst the writer was acquainted 
With a most religious Socialist who was 
an assiduous Bible reader aud a Sunday 
school tcachpr to boot. And this would 
entail my replying somewhat in this 
way : “ tixrellent. All praise to your 
friend, lie has evidently a good heart. 
Hope he may continue to keep all righ- 
but fear there may be some Illusion ’’ 
Then a postscript might bo ad 'ed: "No 
slight intended to yonrsell or friend 
but we must remember that there are 
less wise men in all spheres ol life— 
that not all are logically minded, and 
that even religious persons arc at 
times inconsistent."

But to avoid all possibility of cavil, 
and to adhere strictly to the line of 
argument which I proposed at the out­
set, I will confine my proof of tho anti- 
Christianity of Socialism to the evl 
dence of its own accepted and admitted 
principles. Now these testimonies 
declare an irreconcilable opposition be­
tween Christian truth and Socialist 
doctrine». An admitted principle of 
Socialism, for instance, asserts that all 
religions are not only distinct, but 
separate from, and entirely alien to 
politics aud the welfare of the State.

SENSE OF JUSTICE BLUNTED.
"Never was there a time of greater 

need to develop along the highest and 
best lines the spirit of business into 
grity. If one cannot be honest and 
succeed in the line of business in which 
he is engaged then he should seek for 
some other means ol livelihood. 
Men aro appalled to day at the dim. 
cnlties which present themselves in 
safeguarding their interests Irom dis 
honesty. There is something lack­
ing in onr education if even among 
oar so-called "educated youth there 
are mighty loose ideas ol honesty, 
the sense of injustice between man 
and man seems blunted, because, ae 
it seems to me, education does not 
teach the meaning of sin. We need 
more of God aud His Positive Law if 
we would have men build themselves 
into the Integrity ol life which stands 
the test ol all temptations. We are

obliged to have vigorous an.1 efficient 
watchmen to protect all our bum oe* 
interests and as has recently ty„.n 
said, the question is now raised an to 
who will watch the watchman. \ve 
have allowed false ideas to be placed 
before onr youth, and public sanction 
Is given to many things which savor 
strongly of dishonesty. In what eke 
people read, in what they see, *j . c 
seems to be a growing failure to con* 
demn false conduct, unnatural liws 
and dishonest methods. The novel 
and the stage both give a glory to 
vice and a weakness to virtue and 
our youth is led to believe that t-ue 
strength is iu the sowing of wild 
The age is lull of fakers and chail*. 
tans and the core-all remedied in 
medicine are equalled by the get-ii :h- 
quick methods in business. Both are 
dishonest and both violate the prin­
ciples of business integrity, yet wt • re 
there is a measure of success they 
seem to attract a greater share of a:- 
tention than the honest God-fear „ 
practitioner or the straight-fort,tv 1, 
honorable merchant.
“The business man's aim should ;e 

at honest business just as the hem 
financier’d aim should be at honest fin- 
ance. The c ruering of the necessif s 
of life, the adding of a cent a pound i 
a cent a gallon to make good philan­
thropic contributions may he considered 
smartness in business, bnt wo may 
seriously consider the honesty of it. 
LEADENS OF INDUSTRY AMONG Ail 

GREAT,

41 1 have been always led to believe 
th**t our leaders of industry, our bet 
ness men, have a right to be consiu- 
ered in the class of our great men. 
Oir school day enthusiasm led us lo 
consider the great men as those who 
were at the head of our armies or w^c 
as statesmen formulated the great char 
tors of national dovel -pment. Bat 
after all, they were not the only great 
men ; I question if they were the great­
est of the great meu. I rather love to 
consider the men who in qui t energy 
and perseverance, with a large doso of 
self reliance and faith, have taken a 
chance with the future and have built 
oar cities, giving us the opportunities 
for education, and who have helped in 
the application to communities of the 
great principles which the state**- 
men evolved, and put into practical 
life tho blesMDgs which the great 
army leaders preserved fur us by 
their sacrifices and blood. In our 
commercial life, the centers of finan­
cial strength have been developed and 
labor ijhas had its opportunities tor 
gain and the savings of labor have 
been protected by their business care. 
Bubiio spirit and generous charity 
have contributed toward the great 
educational and charitable institu­
tions of the community, and wo hav-. 
seen the village rise to tho dignity cl 
a city aud take upon itself the char 
acter of a great metropolis, having 
over its broad surface churches and 
institutions, all of which serve tu 
bring the people to a closer sense of 
duty to their God aud to one another, 
The up building of a city and the de 
velopment of its mighty institutions 
is largely the outgrowth of the com­
mercial ability of its honest and ec 
ergetio and ambitious business men, 
who have placed within the reach 
all tho opportunities for the growth 
and development along the different 
lines of religions and charitable thought 
which have filled the lives of the 
people.”—Vrovidi nee Visitor.

“ BREAKING UP CREEDS.”
PROTESTANTISM IS A FAILURE SAY:

CONGKKGATIONAL MINISTER.
A declaration remarkable in its frank 

ness, and in its pointed acknowledge 
ment of the power of the Catholic 
Church, has just been made from a 
Protestant pulpit, by Rev. Newmar 
Smyth ol the Congregational Church 
Mr. Smyth is a minister well known 
throughout the middle West where he 
has filled seven I charges.

Speaking Sunday week at New Haven. 
Connecticut, iu the pulpit of the First 
Congregational Chnroh of that city 
Rev. Mr. Smyth said : “ For a hun­
dred yeirs now wo have been breaking 
up creods rather than making them, and 
the whole period may prove to be a 
transitional era in the history of Chris 
tianity.’

“ Tnere are signs of the passing of 
this Protestant age. They are to be 
discerned alike in the success and ir 
the failure of Protestantism, I need not 
linger to record its splendid successes 
Protestantism has its triumphant arch. 
Its crowning achievement is that it has 
won tho victory forever for the spirit­
ual liberty ot the individual man. 
Henceforth the right of private judg 
ment, which the age of Protestant 
Christianity has won, can never be 
abolished or destroyed. But when one 
success in history has been achieved, 
another task is at the door. Another 
age is at hand.

“ The signs of it are written also 
across the failure of this Protestant 
age. I an not saying that its failures 
in any direction are complete. They 
mas be summed up in this judgment 
that the Protestant faith is losing mas­
tery over the controlling forces of mod­
ern life. This is apparent to some ex­
tent in all the spheres of life. For one 
thing Protestantism has lost the old 
authority of the church. It has lost it 
in its own families. Romanism hat 
authority in the family from birth to 
death ; from baptism to extreme unction. 
Protestantism has lost the voice of 
au hority also in the State ; our 
churches, as churches, are not account­
ed to be political powers. More than 
this, Protestantism as organized, or 
rather, as it is disorganized in our 
churches, has lost control over large 
areas of religious thought. It is not 
merely that worldliness is coming in, 
but religion is withdrawing itself from 
our churches.

“ Protestantism has lost power to 
give to the people a good religious edu­
cation.”

Rev. Mr. Symth is a veteran minis­
ter-and a deep student. He concedes 
the “ failure of Protestantism,” and in 
the last paragraph he gives the main 
reason, the neglect of “ religious train­
ing.”


