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ROBERTS DECLARKD INELIG-
1BLE.

The agitation against the admission
of the polygamous Congreesman Brig-
ham H.Roberts to his seat as represent-
ative for Utah hassucceeded in its pur-
pose, as a regolution declaring him in-
eligible was passed by Congress, after
a short discussion, this being the first
business transacted by that body. The
decision wae just, as the ex -Congress-
man was guilty of a serlous offence
against both the law of Ged and the
law of the United States by openly
practicing polygamy. It was an in-
sult to Congress for the Utah people to
send Mr. Roberts as thelr representa-
tive, and they deserved the snub which
the Congress has given them, as they
deliberately brought it upon them-
selves.

THE PRESIDENT'S

UNHEEDED

MESSAGE

Pregident McKinley in his message
to Congress strongly recommends to
Congross the passing of a stringent
law the result of which will be the
guppression of the horrible practice of
lynching. It appears, however, that
his much - needed advice passes
unheeded in  the Zllocalities which
have hitherto been addicted to the
horrible crime which he thus con-
demns ; for the very day after the
President’s message was pubiished, one
of the most atrocious and (horrible
lynchings which have ever oceurred,
took place at Maysville, Kentucky, at
which every precaution was teken to
prolong as much as possible the tor
tures of the unfortunate negro who was
mutilated and burned st the stake,
while women and little children of &ix
years of age and upwards were made
to take pari in the ontrage.

THE LAKES OF KILLARNEY.

It wae reported some weeks 2go that
the Muckross estate, which includes the
celebrated lakes of Killarney, were sold
for £50 000 stg., but it now appears
that the sale did not take place, At
the auction sale at which they were
offered there were only three com-
potitors. The bidding began by an
offer of £35 000, and it gradually rose
to £50 000, against which sum there
was no higher offer, whereupon the
gollcitor for the vendor bid £51,000, as
he gald the offer of the previous bidder
was much too low, and thus there was
no sale. It is probable the property
will be disposed of by private rale here-
after, if a purchaser can be found who
will give a fair price.

It is8 to be hoped that this
most beautiful spot in Ireland will
not pass into the hands of an
owner who will close it agalnst
visitors, as it i3 the greatest attraction
which draws tourists to spend their
vacations in Ireland.

HON. F. R LATCHFORD

The Otawa University Review for
November contained the following
complimentary and well-deserved edi
torlal reference to the Minister of
Publle Works:

Although The Raview, with the foro-
sight of a prophet and tha nrndance of
a philesopher, always careiully resists
the allurements of political partisan
ship, it must, nevertheless, notice with
catisfaction and joy, the triumphs,
whether political or otherwise, that,
from time to time, are gained by some
sons of Alma Mater. 1tisin this spirit
of family pride and fraternal good wiil
that we offer our sincerest congratula
tlons to the Hon, I". R Latchford on
the occexsion of his election to the
Ontario Parliament. M. Latchford
was one of our graduates of ‘82, and
glunce then, having chosen the law as
his profession, he has spent most of hig
time in the Capital. A man of pro-
found falth, Mr. lLatchford has ever
proved himsslf a gtaunch Catholie, and,
congequently, a worthy citlzan of this
great Dominton, We feel quite con-
fident that his future career in the Im-
portant position he now occuples, or
perhaps in some other still more ele-
vated sphere, will bring gatisfaction to
iy party and constituents, honor to his |
Church, and glory to his dima Mater, |

In addition to hearty congratulations
for the victory gained, the Review's
message to Mr. Latchford, on this
aueplicious occasion, contains one other
wo.d—Godspeed.

70 CORRESPONDENTS.

M., of Forest, Oat., aeks to be in-
formed when the twentieth century
will begin, as there has been consider-
able discussion on this subject. We
have already answered this query in
our columns more than once. The
twentieth century will begin immedi-
ately after midnight between 3lst
Dacember 1900 and 1st January, 1901:
that is to say,on the morning of 1st
January 1901, A little reflection will
take away all difficulty in relation to
this matter. The first century, begin
ning with the year one, was ended only
by the lapse of one hundred yeare: that
ig to say, when the year 100 was ended,
or at midnight at the end of 31st Dic-
ember, A. D., 100 Thus- also the
gecond century ended at midnight at
the end of 313t Dacember, 200, and the
nineteenth century will end at mid-
night at the end of the year 1900,
which moment will complete nineteen
hundred years of the Christian era as
commonly computed. The error which
is believed to exist in regard to the
beginning of the era, as Christ was ot
born exactly on the date of the begin-
ning of the era, but probably four
years earlier, does mnot affect the cen-
turies as they occur in the era as it i8
actually reckoned.

PUBLIC LI]II{ARIES IN RURAL
DISTRICTS

In another column will be found an
account of the presentation by Judge
MacMahon of a large number of books
for the formation of a Public L'brary
in the Township of Biddulph and the
formal opening thereof by him.

The benefits likely to result from the
formation of such institutions in the
raral districts are incalculable. In
country places there is much time —
particularly during the winter months
—which can profitably b3 devoted to
mantal culture, but the rural popuia-
tion are not supplied with the advan-
tages for instructions which a library
alone furnishes, Judge MacMahon
has, however, by his generosity, put
tae inhabitants of B'ddulph in posses
glon of such a number of works by
t1e best authors as will furnish intei-
lactual pabulum for all. Thissapp'y,
as will bo seen from his remarks at the
opening of the L'brary,he intends sup-
plementing from time to time, 8o that
Biddulph stands to day as the most
favored township in Oatario.

We hope to see the good work thus
commenced spread throughout the
land, giving an incentive to the more
thorough education of all classes in
rural communities.

We understand from Judge Mac-
Mahon that he intends presenting dur-
ing the early summar months books suf
ficlent to start libraries at Mount Car-
mel, at the intarsection of the townships

of McGillivary and Stephen, and in the
Township of Ashfield. 'Tae spirit
manifested by Judge MacMahon in the
establishment of these libraries is one
worthy of emulation, and we expect to
see the good work spread.

PRAISE FROM A PRESBYTER-
IAN MINISTER,

The Rev. Dr. David G. Wylie, pas-
tor of the Scotch Presbyterian Church
of New York city, created quite a sen-
sation at a regular weekly meeting of
the Presbyterian clergy held a few
weeks ago by reading an interesting
paper which was a high eulogy of the
Catholic Church. The paper was the
fruit of great historical research, and
was read some time ago before a meet-
ing of Presbyterlans ministers at
Philadelphia : and though the views
contained therein were a surprise to
the Calvinistic audiences before which
it was read, it was as a whole well re-
colved, and the doctor was cordially
thanked for hic essay, which was en-
titlad ¢ Tha Sarvices of the Roman
Catholic Caurch to American Civiliza-
tion.” He praised the Catholic Church
for its valuaole services to the United
States: 1at, by its explorations and dis-
coveries ; 2adly, by its patriotic atti-
tude on the leading questions of tha
day; Sedly, by its position on economic
and ‘social questions. Ho applauded

| Catholic Church.

they agreed with him that Protestants

may learn much that is useful from the

Oae minister strong- |
ly condemned the A P A, which |
falsely took it as a principle that the
Catholic Church {8 an enemy to Amer-
ican government. He reminded those
present that General Sheridan, one of
the best American generzls who were
prominent in the civil war, was &
Catholic, and in fact he had defeated a
regiment largely made up of Presby-
terlans who scught to dierupt the
Union. The general opinion ex-
presced was that the Catholie Church
shonld not be abused as it has been in
the past.

CHRISTMAS.

O n Monday next, the 25th lust., the
Church will celebrate the feast of
Christmas, one of the two greatest
festival of the ecclesiastical year.

Christmas is a day of rejoicing, for
the angel who announced to the shep-
herds of Judea the birth of our
Blessed Lord and Saviour, caid to
them :

“;Fear not: for behold 1 bring you good
tidings of great joy that shall be to all the
people ; for this da]y is born to you a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David.
Anud this shall be a sign unto you, You shall
find the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes
and laid in a manger.”’ (8t Luke n, 10 12,)

The coming oif Christ into the
world, to save mankind from sin and
its dreadful consequences, was pro-
miged by Almighty God from the time
when our first parents fell from
grace by disobedience to God's law,
though the terms of the promise were
in the beginning somewhat obscure.

The Apostle St. Paul tells us that in
Adam we have all sinned, his sin
having been transmitted to all his
posterity, so that heaven was shut
ageinst the whole human race uatil
that sin should be fully atoned for by
an infinitely perfect Rideemer. No
one but God could do this. No created
being could pay the dsbt incurred by
the mallce of sin against an infinite
God. Thus, even under the old law
the necessity of a Rodeemer to save
mankind from the guilt and penalties
of sin was known, and the prophets fore-
told the advent of such a Redeemer.

Ha is foreto'd by the prophet Isaias
in these terms :

““The panple that walked in darkness have
seen a great light : to tham that dwelt in the
region of the shadow of death, light is risen
.+ .... They shall rejice before thee
as they that rejoice in the harvest,
as conquerors rejoice after taking a pray,
when they divide the spoils, . . .. For a
child is bornto us ; and a gon is given to us ;
and the government is upon his shouldsr ;
and his name shall ba callad wonderful
Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father ot
the world to come, the Prince of Peace. His
empire shall be multiplied, and there shall
be no end of peace : ha shall sit upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom to
establish it with judgment and with jastice,
from henceforth and for ever. The z»ul ot
the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Is,ix,
2:6,

In the birth of Charist all this is ac:
complished, and even the place of His
nativity is Bethlehem as elsewhere
foretold, and made known by the
chlef priests and doctors of the law
when the three wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem to enquire
where the Christ was born who had
been announced to them by the mir-
aculouc star which they had seen in
their far - off countries. The chief
priests answered :

 In Bethlehem of Jada : for so it is written
by the prophet: and thou Bethlehem the
land of Juda art not the least among the
princes of Juda ; for out of thee shall come

forth the ruler who shall rule my people
Israel.” (St Matt. ii, 5-6.) T

The coming of Christ was, therefore,
looked for by the people of God during
the whole forty centuries which inter-
vened between the sin of our first
parents until His birth in B:thlehem
of Judea, and the shepherds to whom
His birth was announced received the
news with joy, and found the infant
Jesus by the tokens given them by
the angel.

To indicate to us the jry with which
we should celebrate Christmas, the
angel who made the announcement
appeared amid the ‘‘ brightness of
God,” which shone brilliantly on the
shepherds, terrifying them. The
angel reassured them by telling them
the good tidings, and the holy gospel
says :

“*Suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God,
‘}nd saying ‘Glory to God in the leiglll:st;

arth'peacse to wanot good will,” And
it came to pass that after the angels departed
from them into heaven, the shepherds said
one to another : Lot us goover to Bethlahem,
and let us see this word that is come to pass,
which the Lord hath showed tous,  And they
came with haste ; and they found Mary and
Joseph, and the infant lying in a manger.
R And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God, for all the
things they had heard and seen as it was told
unto them.”

Oa this great feast we should re

the stand taken by the Church in up-
holding the indissolubility of marri-
age, and in maintaining the import-
ance of religious education in the
schools, against those who, to please a !
small minority, would excluds the name
of Christ from the school room. By its

attitude on these questions)'' the Cath-

| olic Church " he seid, *'is safeguard-

ing clvilization.” Some of the minis-
ters present, commenting on Dr.
Wylie's paper, sald they, could not co-
incide with all the doctor's views, yet

jrica as the shepherds did, first bo-
causo God has deigned to come down
to our level and to become our brother,
assuming all our sorrows and iufirm-

duly profit by this holy season of the
year, by recelving the eacraments,
the means of grace which Christ bas
left in His Church, especially the
sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, for
which due preparation should bs made
by a good and sincere confession of
our ¢ins. Wae ctrongly urge this duty
on our readers, hoping that not one
may neglect 60 important a matter.
The fulfilment of this sacred duty will
be the most effizacious means toward
assuring to our readers the happy
Christmas which we heartily wish
them to enjoy.

CANDY - PULLS IN CHURCH
WORSHIP,

Ian Maclaren, the well known Scotch
novelist, whose real nams is the Rev.
John Watson, of the Presbyterian
Church in London, Eag., has already
several times given expression to his
conviction that the (Protestant) Church
in both Eogland and America, but
especially in America, has grown too
secular and devoted to the worship of
things material. It has become, ac-
cording to him, a sort of social club,
which would be agreeable enough in
its proper place, but which is out of
place for a church, inasmuch as by
thus degrading itself it renounces its
offize of caring for souls in order to
furnish opportunities for amusement,
instead of devoting itself to the work
of teaching the truths of religion.

The Young Man's Christian Associa-
tion is, of course, not a church, and it
{3 therefore free from tho traditions of
austere dignity which have been
handed down in connection with relig-
jon ; yet it is ostansibly the purpose of
the Association to increase devotlon,
and when we see it becoming a merely
saciable soclety, it is an indication of
what is going on in ths church itself
of which it is an adjaact, and to which
it is very closely allied. Hence it sur-
prised Dz. Watson considerably to re-
ceive recently a card from one of
these associations which was verbatim

as follows :
DO NOT FORGET

The next Sycial

The next Candy-pull.

The next Eatertainment.

The next Song service

The next Gospel meeting. )

The next mesting of the Debating Clab.

Tha next chicken-pis dioner,

The next date when you ought to maks the
Socretary happy with your cash,

01 this curious document Dr. Wat-
gon deltvers himself :

“ This remarkable list of operations, com
bining evangelistic zeal, ereature comforis,
and business shrewdness, requirés no com
mentary. Tha items give us a convinciog
illnstration of an up to-1ate Iu}i,zi s institu
tion—a veritable hustler of a Y. M. C. A,

Bat it is not ouly at the Y. M, C. A,
meetings that s2ch & varied bill of fare
is placed befora the participants.
Something’of the same kind of enter
tainment is put before the congrega
tion, or rather the audience, even in
the churches. The state of the case
will be best described in Ian Maclaren’s

own words :

“One enters what is called a place of wor-
ship and imagines that ha is in a drawing-
room. The flor has a thick carpet, thare
are rows of theatre-chairs, a huge organ fills
the aye, a larga houquet of flowers marks
the minister’s place ; psople come in with a
jaunty air and salute one another cheerily ;
hardly one bends his head in prayer ; there
is a hum of gossip through the building.

“ A man disentanglas himself from a con.
versation and bustles up to the platform
without clerical garb of any kind, as likely
as notinlayman’s dress. A quartet advances,
and, facing the audience, sings an anthem to
the congregation, which does not rise, and
later they sing another anthem, also to the
congregation. There is one prayer and one
reading from Holy Seriptures, and a sermon
which is brief and bright. Among other in
timations the minister urges attendance at
the Easter supper, when, as is mentioned in
a paper in the pews, there will be oysters
:mg meat—turkey, I think—and ice-cream.
This meal is to be served in the ‘church
parlor.’

*“ No sooner has ths benediction baen pro-
nounced, which has some original feature
introduced, than the congregation hurries to
the door, but although no one can explain
how it is managed, the minister is already
there shaking hands, introducing people,
Cgotting off good things,’ and generally
making things ‘ hum.’ Oae parson congrat
ulates him on his ‘ talk’—new name tor a
germon—and another says it was * fine.’

“ Efforts have been made in England also
to make church life really popular, and, in
one town known to the writer, with some
success of its own kind, One church secured
a new set of communion plate by the popular
device of a dance; various congregations
gave private theatricals, and in one case
had stage property of their own. Dible
classes celebrated  the conclusions of
their sessions by asupper; on Good
Fridays there were excursions into the coun
try accompanied by a military bind and a
considerable portion of the congregational
income was derived from social treats of var-
ious kinds. This particular town is only an
illustration of the genial epirit spreading
throughout the Church in Eegland, One
minister uses a magic lantern to give force
to his sermon ; another has added a tavern
to his church equipment; a third takes up
the latest murder or scandal ; a fourth has a
service of song ¢ a fifth depeads on a gypsy
or an ex-pugilst,

" 1f this goes on the charch will soon em-
brace a theater and other attractions which
will draw young people, and prevent old
people trom wearying in tha worship of God.”

The doctor next draws & contrast
between the worship praciiced in days

itfes, sin only excepted : and, secondly,
because by the mystery of Christ’s |
condescension, the work of our re-
demption i{s begun on earth—a work
which culminated in the death of
Christ and His glorious Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven, to prepare
the way for us.

To obtain this reward, we should

of old and that of the preseat day :

“ perhaps it may be tha perversity of
human natare which is apt to cavil at new
things and hanksar after the good old times—
which were not always good, by any means

but one is not much enamoured with the
new departure, nor at all convinced that
what may ba called for brief the ‘candy-pull’
system is any improvement on the past.
After aslight experience of smart preachers,
and church parlors, and ice-cream suppers,
and picnics, one remembers with new respect
and leen appreciation the minister of former

days, with his mmlar dress, his dignified
msanner, his sense of responsibility, who
came from the secret place of divine fellow-
sbip, and spoke as one carrying the message
of the Eternal. He may not have been s0
fussy in the aisles as his successor, nor 80
claver at games, nor able to make so fetching
a speech on 'Love, Courtship, and Marriage.’

“There are no doubt many points in which
the congregation of the present has advanced
on the congregation of the past, but it has

| not been all gain, for the chief note in the

worship of the former generation was rever-
ence—people met in the presence of the
Erernal,bafore Whom every man is lass than
nothing. And the chief note of their child
ren, who meet to listan to a choir and a
claver”pla'.hrm speaker, is self complac
ency.

He declares that if this sort of thing
is to continue, & new kind of a minis
ter will be the need of the future: not
an expounder of the Word of God or a
director of gouls in things spiritual,
but & ‘‘manager” in his offize witha
typewriter amanuensis to take down
his ‘‘ thirty minute talks” and his
parochial correspondence, while the
telephone is tingling and messenger
boys rushing in and out. He adds
that the Church should pause well be-
fore making these changes. But in
many churches of the day the changes
indicated appear to have been already
accomplished. The pulpit has been
already turned into a theatre, on the
stage of which there is a regular vau-
deville programme. Oae minister
not long ago killed a cat
in the pulpit to illustrate the noxious
effects of the use of tobacco, and in the
great city of New York,where we might
expect an appreciation of the fitness or
unfitness of things, Jacob's ladder was
represented in one church by a ladder
of wood leading to the attic, up and
down which the preacher climbed and
descended, to illustrate the apparition
and disappearance of the angels in the
patriarch’s vision. Such buffoonery
degrades the solemnity of public wor-
ship and destroys the respect with
which it should bs regarded.

CONGREGATIONALISTS
THE APOSTLES'
CREED.

THE
AND

At a recent meeting of Congrega-
tionalist ministers at Topeka, Kansas,
the Apostles’ Creed was formally re-
pudiated as a formula of belief of;that
denomination.

We are not surprised that such
astion should be taken by that denom
ination which avowedly vests in each
congregation the supreme right to
make or change its own creed, as it
gees fit, a right which even the uni-
versal Church of Christ does not pos-
gess, having been commissioned by
Christ to teach only the deposit of
faith which Hs committed to His
Apcsiles to be preached to all natlons
to the end of time, or to the consum-
mation of the world. Hence that de
posit is as immutable es God Himself.

The Aposties’ Creed is not found in
Holy Scripture, it is true, but it has
been held from the first ages of Chris-
tianity as a summary of the faith
which Christ commanded $His Apostles
to teach, and the third Article of the
Anglican Church declares that this, as
well as the other two which are known
as the Nicene and the Athanasian
Creeds, ‘' ought thoroughiy iv be re-
celved and believed, for they may be
proved by most certain warrants of
Holy Scripture.”

The Apostles’ Creed has hitherto
held its ground among English speak-
ing Protestants at least as part of the
Christian faith, notwithstanding all
the tendencies of Protestantism to-
wards negativism of belief. It has
been recited in the Anglican, Presby-
terian, Lutheran and Methodist
Churches in their public worship,
and even Baptists and Qaakers have
adhered to it tenaciously. The fact
is, in the beginning, the English Re-
formation, notwithstanding its Icon-
oclastic character, proceeded some:
what cautiously in destroying the
faith of the public, and retained many
of the most familiar features and
practices of Catholicity, until the dis-
integrating force of the principle of
private j 1dgment succeeded in under-
mining them, but in later years all
the bulwarks of faith have been
gradually overthrown. The Bible it-
gelf has been attacked, and whole
books thereof have been repudiated by
modern Protestantism, It is no won
der, then, that the Apostles’ Creed
should also meet with the same fate
at the hands of the vandals whom
Protestantism has let loose against all
that is sacred.

The article of the creed which ex-
presses bellef in the Communion of

Saiuts implies some communication by
prayer with the Saints in heaven,
and even that our prayers offered up
for the souls in Pargatory are bena-
ficlal to them. The avticle express-
ing belief in the forgiveness of sin un-
doubtedly implies the powar of absolu-
tton which Christ left to the pastors
of the Church, and that other one
which expresses bellef in the Holy Cath-

olic Church has also been like vinegar
and gall to many Protestauts, and the
wonder i3 that they have o long con-
sented to profees their faith in a Church
which must b2 always Catholic, in the
face of the fact that they are compelled
in practice to adhere to Churches which
have no claim to that title, and which
bhave never been able to induce people
to call them Catholie, while the truly
Catholic Church has kept the name un-
disturbedly in spite of all ¢fforts to de-
prive her of it.

This state of affiirs was a continued
reproach to all sects, and it is a won-
der that they did not long ago take
such a step a8 has been now taken by
the Topeka Congregationalists, which
isequivalent to an admission that their
Church is not and never can be the
one, Holy Catholic Church of Christ.
They now practically take the ground
that it is not necessary that the Church
of Christ should have these character-
istic qualities.

It is controverted whether the
Apostles’ creed was actually composed
by the Apostles of Christ before they
separated to preach the Gospel to the
varicus natious ; but'it is certain that
the doctrine contained therein was
handed down substantially from the
Apostles, and the’principal articies of
it are found in the Epistles of St. Igna-
tius, and the writings of St. Irevwcus
and Tertulllan. It is;{also sure that
some additions were made to explain
more fully some of the doctrines there-
in expressed ; but these additions had
the approval of the universal Church,
and so they manifest the belief of the
Church so far back as the beginning
of the fourth century at least, when
that Creed took the form which it has
to day. This was the time when fit
must be admitted by all that the Church
was in its primitive purity, inasmuch
as it was then only about to emerge
trom the age of persecution, during
which millions of martyrs laid down
their lives as a testimony to the truth
of the faith they professed.

The German Protestants differed
from those ot the Eoglish-speaking
countries in regard to the reception of
the Apnstles’' Creed. In fact the Ger-
man P’rotestants outside of the Luther-
ans regard it'as a distinctly Papal sym-
bol, and they therefore reject it, from
which fact we may see in what uncer-
tainty Protestantism gropes ;: and
where faith is uncertain, we must ex-
pect that it will soon degenerate into
unbelief, to which it has tended more
and more every year. It is, however,
only of late years that any American
Protestants have made an attack upon
this so venerable a monument of anti-
quity.

THE A. P. A, SPIRIT.

The petty agitation raised agalnst
Admiral Dawey, in consequence of his
having deeded his memorial house to
his wife, has at length almost totally
collapsed, owing to the fact that the
whole country, from the Eist to the far
West, and from North to South, has
expressed indignation against the
cligue of narrow-minded malcontents
in Washington who attempted to make
the brave Admiral unpopular because
he did not cousult their wishes in re-
gard to what he should do with the
glft which, it was supposed, was given
to him freely to be his own property, of
which he could make such disposition
as he saw fit.

It was justly remarked that General
Grant had freely disposed of gifts
which had been presented to him,
without any question being raised as
to the propriety of his doing eo,
and that the raising of such a
question, either in this case, or in that
of Aimiral Dawey, was in exceedingly
bad taste ; the more so as the latter had
done only what is usual with American
gentlemen, to put his homestead in the
name of his partner in the j)ys and
trials of life,

The generous treatment which was
accorded by Great Britain to Welling-
ton, and more recently to Lord Kitch-
ener, in reward of thelr services to
thelr country, stands in striking
contrast to the comparatively micer-
able donation valued at §50 000,
which the American people have
given to the brave Admiral whose
promptness et Manila set the tide
which determined the result of the re-
cent war with Spain ; and now that
the p2ople who raised the storm have
geen that their conduct has been re-
probated by the whole country, they
are ashamed of their littleness and are
attempting to hide themselves from
public gcorn,

When we gave in our columns a full
account of the incident some weeks
ago, we pointed out the good reason
we had for the suspicion that religious
bigotry was the concealed motive for

the agitation, and the event hag
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proved that our suspicion was founded  to be obte
on fact. Thé Washington correspond- ‘| certain g
ent of the New York Times heas | ings of ar
thrown some new light on the subject . those wh

by informing the public that the agl- | state of g
tation was begun as soon as it wag| The po
known that the Admiral was about to | gances ¥
marry a Catholic lady, and it is other- | St Pater
wise known that several minigters who | ¢ Whats
have in the past rendered themselves | ghall be |
conspicuous by their A. P. A. pro- | ever tho
clivities, took part i promoting the | ba loosed
agitation, simply bacauss the Admiral
was to marry a Catholic.

The Times' correspondont says : the Indu

i It was religious bigotry which poisoned
the shafts against the Admiral. The story slon of ¢
which spread everywhere in Washington on sin wher
Monday and is still alive was that the house | oy oan 1
which the Amlericun p?uplu had given to g b
Dewey was to become the property of the ‘
{toman Catholic Church, In mc‘

“This story it repeated with the utmost cir- | are real
cumstantially, accounts for the Admiral’s are alw
haste in marrying and for all the subsequent
aveats by ascribing them to the greed of the | of Indul
Chureh and its desive to obtain the Dawey .
hovse for a parsonage and to gat hold of the practica
property s soon as possible, The intluencs | of pena
of this religious bigotry was falt as soon as
the Admiral's engigement became kllmwn, solute
and especially after the marriage. There
was a distinet cooling off in the enthusiasm works,
for Dewey. People who had been shouting | peniten
for him became lukewarm and suspicious. power
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Tt only needed the transfer of the house
to give edge and point to this latent animosity,
The fact that Mrs, Doawey was not a born
QCatholic, but a convert, iungpired additional
hostility.”

It is further explained that care was
taken by the propagators of this un-
founded report to endeavor to prevent
the story which was thus privately cir
culated, from appearing in print, and
it was actually kept ous of print until
it appeared in a S»uthern newspaper.

We do not, by any means, consider
tha American p2ople as a whole re-
sponsible for this exhibition of relig-
ious rancor by a small coterie of Wash-
ington bigots, but truth compels us to
say tha: there are throughout ths
country & goodly number of persons to
ba found whoss sentiments are quite in
accord with those of these narrow
minded people. A proot of thisis to
be found in the single fact that even
before the name of Aimiral Dswey was
hissed at a public entertainment in
Washington, it had already been
broadly stated by many that before
nis marriage _the Admiral was re
gardad as not merely & po3 ble, but
gven a probahle successful candidate
for the Presidemcy, but that the
tnarriage had put his nams outside of
the list of possible aspirants to that
dignity. The Admiral himself, how-
ever, never had any thought, mu:h Tt
less any desire to seek the ofiize, for | sayll
when the subject had been mentioned 1
(0 him, he had always declared that be f'.',‘,‘:
had no political aspirations. Notwith- :.i,’.'.l}‘
standing this, and in spite of the large | zard
measure of ingratitude which has been "v’"’:':‘;
ghowa towards him, he has declared | the
saveral times that if his services are It
again required in time of war for the | has
public benefit, he will always be at the | tilit
disposal of his country for such a pur- ! Chu
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MANUFACTURING CHURCH HIS “]
TORY. ;":t

We have on severai occesions point- | ma
ed out the tendency of reporters for the r]
public press to envolve out of their own | qeg
brains ecciesiasiicai uewe 8o far as the § oit
Catholic Church and the Pope are con- | Go
cerned, and we have had during the | jp
past week another instance of this tend- | ;g
ency to invent Church history. gel

The item to which we have now oc- lee
casion to refer is in the form of a tele- | ni
graphic despatch from a Washington | tw
reporter to the press and is as follows : | hc

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. w
rHE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH WILL OB of
SERVE ITS DAWN ON NEW YEAR'S | W
EVE, 1¢

New York. Dac. 12.—News of interest to | ¥
‘Roman Catholics comes from Washington to | n
the effect that the Apostolic Delegate there b
has received the text of the decree of the Pope
designating the year 1900 as the holy year. | o
The decree permits the celebration of mid i
pight Mass in all Catholic churches on the
night of Dec. 31, This is the first timein the | §
history of the Church that any priest has
been permitted to celebrate Mass at the mid- | C
night beginning the New Year. The decree | y
slso grants the privilege of Communion at
the midnight Mass. This is also without | t
precedent. Another feature of the decree {
sottled it that, so far as the Catholic Church
is concerned, the twentieth century will be- |
gin on Jan, 1, 19X, The language of the
decree is too plain to admit of dispute. ‘

The statement that the Holy Father
has appointed the year 100 to be &
Holy Year of Jubilee for the Catholic
Church is correct, and it is probably
correct also so far as the statement is
made that special privileges are grant-
ed in the Pope's decree in regard to
the celebration of the holy sacrifice of
the Mass at midnight of December Slat,
which means on the morning of New
vear's Day, the feast of the Circum-
sion of our Lord Jasus Christ, for the
the inauguration of the year of Jub-
llee. Itis quite within the authority
of the Supreme head of the Church to
grant such privileges, and the occasion
is one which is worthy of a gpecial ex-
erciso of the Pope's supreme authority
to make such a concession as an in-
ducement to Catholica throughout the
world to gain for themselves the graces




