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MONTREAL'S MANY IMPROVEMENTS.

Millions of Dollars being Soent to Make the Port
Thoroughly Upsto-Date —Movements in Steamship
World-— Another Cotton Company.

Montreal, April 4th

I'he early opeming of navigation means much to thosc
who have to pay ofit large sums in freight every day Last
year, the ice moved out of the river on April 7th; the pre
vious vear, on the 135th; in 1904, 1t went out on the 18th: n
1903, on March 27th; in 1902, on March“28th; and in 1901 and
1900, on; April 17thland 18th Previous to’the dates  men
tion@&d, the ice hung on as late as April 27th. In fact only
onge or twice has it moved out in March This year 1t
unusually thick.” C@nseéquently it may be fater than usual in
breaking up Thé! effgrts constantly made to prolong the
navigation selson, may be haviggémore or less effect in start
ing the ice out eaflier. For instance, the Montreal Light
Heat and Rower Company last season constructed a timber
dam at the foot of the Ste. Therese Rapids for the purpose
of protecting the ¢ompany’s works from ice, and also to

prove the theory thie company held, that the Chambly dam,

1s not -the cause of ithe floods and the carrying away of the
bridges This yedar the ice moved out without doing the
slightest damage. The removal of each obstrucfion is an
additional aid to theg earlier opening of navigation

The ice-breaker, Mdntcalm, is engaged in shattering the
ice bridge at Cap Rduge, The vessel will cut a channel 700 ft
wide in order to allpw the ‘ice to pass down from Montreal
as rapidly as possible.

Improving the Rivef Channel.

The improvement of the channel between Montreal
and Quebec is receiying attention. The Federal Government
will spend a milliont. dollars on it this year, while another
million will be spent below Quebec. The signal and lighting
system of the route will be improved, and.yelephone systems
will be inaugurated. between the different stations in the
river and gulf in order that news of accidents and other im-
portant matters may be made known without loss of time
At the close of 1906, the channel between Montreal and
Batiscan, above Québec, had been completed to a depth of
thirty feet. It had ia minimum width of 4350 feet, in the
straight portions, amd 3500 to 750 féet on the curves The
widening had been g¢ompleted, save for 12.30 miles in Lake
St. Peter. There were thirteen wireless telegraph stations
along the St. Lawrence River and Gulf, and on the Atlantic
seaboard. The rivef; consequently is being improved ‘from
year to year, and the work has already cost almost $6,000,
000, besides which bver $3.000,000 has been expended on
lll.‘ﬂ!f

An agitation to! have the mails transferred at Father
Point instead of at Rimouski, is in progress. The depth of

water at Rimouski s byt nine feet, while that at Father
Point is- fully eightéenh. [ The mail tender has to steam twe
miles to the ship, while if the change is made it is stated
that they qould be dtopped from the ship to the tender, and
from there thrown fo the wharf. There seéms to be little
doubt that the propdsed change would greatly expedite t}

handling of the mails

Notwithstanding! the péssimistic statements made from
time to time respecdting th€é coming navigation season, the
true underlying feéehng jis that
will be experienced

a record shipping business
The second and third-class accommo
dation on the variops passenger ships scheduled to reach
port during the firsf two months of the season is almost
letely taken upy There is_ no longer any doubt that
ger businéss, both east and west, is assured for
‘ #on, The fréight outlook is not quite so bright, but
every reasoft to ¢xpect that there will be a good de
" annE
he facilities at the port of Montreal, much ‘im
provement i1s certairk to be shown. The carriers in connec
tion with thg elevathr! at Windmill Point, will be available
Last year, this elevator handled 11,500,000 bushels of grain
Of this over 3,000,000 bushels went over the carriers to the
ships, the floating elévatorS dealing with the balance Alto
gether, 26,500,000 bushéls of grain passed through this port
last season Most iprobably this will be considerably” ex
ceeded this season.

Ocean Service to be Augmented.
The Allans will add to their service the steamers Cor
sican, 10,000 tons, afid Grampiam, 171,000 tons, and the Do
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mintion Line will also 'Hl:g on a \’l»|:|)|(~ of new "“-l\h‘ Thc
I-lder-Dempster Line .lé]\‘l['.ll('\ an increased business be-

tween Canada and the West

South American States. °
Within th2 next few days the Government may vote an-
r $ completion of

Indies, and the Central and

£2.000.000 towards the -\l"“U(‘;al as a

ughly v.pnppwl port \ portion of this :lnl\:nlL‘L' doubt-
ess ‘will be applied towards taking over the railway tracks
m the wharf by the Harbor Commissioners, the same to be

idministered by a Terminal Company, under -control of the
Commission Mr. John Vaughan, of the C.P.R., has been
» the new position of Superintendent of Terminals,
Remmforced concrete will be the material from which the
cold-storage building, to. be erected near the

inpoimnted t
appomted t

large 11CW

C P.R. elevators in Montreal, will be constructed The
C.P.R.. in company with a large butter and cheese exporting
lhouse, is, i1t i1s thought, about to greatly improve their cold-
storage facilities. The James Alexander Company, Limited,

i Montreal, associated with J. and J. Lonsdale & Company,
l.imited, of Liverpool and London, has completed afrange-
a large butter and cheese cold
Atlantic. While the
itself, 1s erecting at its Liverpool docks, a cold-
store building at a cost of $25,000. The Alexander Company
has secured a site from the C.P.R. in the Place Viger Yards,
Montreal, next the ratlroad company’s elevators, and will
commence the erection of the building next month. It is
to be built entirely of reinforced concrete, and will be fire-
proot. The capacity will be 300,000 boxes of cheese, and
75,000 1v,n1\.|g('\ of butter The estimated cost is S.;(x‘),(m,
I'he plant is to have the most modern facilities for handling
dairy products

More New Cotton Companies.

The Liverpool plant being built by the C.P.R., is intend-
ed to assist in making the company’s refrigerator service the
most complete yet inaugurated between Canada and England.
The building .will be used chiefly by the Empresses, which
ships do flot come _up the river to Montreal, but stop at
(Q)mlu c

The same company has completed arrangements with
the Liverpool port authorities for the acquisition of the San-
don dock for the accommodation ot their Atlantic fleet. This
dock 1s one of the finest in the port, and in future the C.P.R.
will have #s fleet concentrated instead of spread through-
out- the length of the port, as hitherto

Reference was made in these columns last week to the
formation of a number of new cotton companies Among
those mentioned were the Montreal Royal Spinning Com-
pany. with a capitalization of $1,500,000, to be erected near
St. Henri, Montreal; the North American Cotton Company,
with a capwalization of $3,008,000, to be erected at
Shawinigan Falls, and the Wabasso Cotton Company, with a
capital of $1,750,000 bonds and stocks, the location of which
had not vet been decided upon. The last-named company
may establish at Three Rivers. Representatives have ob-
tained already options upon certain property and upon power.
This week, they waited upon the city council in order to
place before them their proposals for tax exemptions and
wer desired advantages

\pparently still another company is being organized. An
pplication for tax exemption for twenty years from the pro-
of a new cotton spinning company, came up recently

meeting of the Maisonneuve Council, and was referred
to the general committee It is understood that a ~_vm|i§alc

i American capitalists is chncerned in the undertaking.
I'hey propose to invest about a quarter of a million in land
ldings, and to employ from two to three hundred

nds and pay out :mnn:nll_\\ about $50,000 in wages The

tton business must he much more attractive, just now,
was represented to be a few years ago, or even as
the | of evidence by the Tariff Commission

\ deputation of influential citizens, including members

e Quebec Industrial Committee, a few days :lu*{m""d
upon Hon. S. N. Parent, president of the Transcontinental
Railway Commission, during his visit to Quebec City, to n-
regarding the advisability of forming a company
up-to-date car shops far We construction of
at f)mi‘n'(‘

ments for the erection ol
warchouse on this side of the

moters

ind b

wcaring

terview hin

ratlway passenger and freight cars,
Car Shops for Quebec.
Mr. Parent spoke most encouragingly of the

saying that the carsshops in Canada were altogether inade-
quate to the ‘m‘-:m&.v work they were being called upon to
do. If a company were formed at Quebec, he had no ""“h{
that the Commission would be glad to take advantage of
their facilities to aid them in getting a sufficient supply of
cars for! the Transcontinental Railway Owing to the en-
ormous demand for cars as well as to the lack of supply, he
considered that such a company as proposed would pay well
He also referred to the electrical process of removing titam-
ferous properties from iron ore and at the same time to do
the gmelting. Tt is generally thought that the magneti tron
dépagits along the north bank of the St. Lawrence will hq-
c™me* extremely valuable in a few years owmg 1o this

pr.»il'r(.
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