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MODERN TRADE UNIONISM.

Ihe origin of trade unions is Ver) obscure, and,
although we find comparatively early traces of them
in- England, yet it is not definitely known whether
they are the successors of the trade guilds of the
Middle Ages or whether they have an| independent
The better opinion is, howéver, that they

origin,
have no connection whatsoever with these guilds,
and they are so essentially different in character

that this view. is probably correct. The trade guilds
were organizations of different crafts or trades at a
time when manual skill was all important, and they
safe-guarded the interests of their particular crafts
by their system of apprenticing and other means of
this kind. They cxiV«tl' solely’ to better the work

done by the artisan, and did not in lany way en--

deavor to interfere with capital—for capital, as we
know it, did not exist in those days.

With the advent of machinery, however, w hich
supplanted human labor in almost every case, the
function of the guild was at an end, and they gradu-
ally decayed. As the machinery used |for manufac-
turing was very t‘\]wn\i\‘v. the ¢raftsman was de-
barred from using it, and so it develgped that this
machinery naturally fell into- the hands of capitalists,
who directed the effarts of the laborer, It was pro-
bably the attgmpt of ‘the hitherto independent crafts-
man to retaln_his control over this manufacturing
machinery that gave birth to our trades unions as
we know them IH—(H_\. lhnnf_:h. <_vf course, at first
they were undeveloped.

When first we hear of the trade union in England
it is purelyasa socialior fricnrll_\'urg:mizzltiun.mm-lin;
in secret, because it was not recognized by the law,
would
had their organization been

and the members have been, punished for
discovfred.
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Fhese small bodiés were conhned at first Ao local

conspiracy

organizations, and the union in any ]mr!icn{m‘ place
and’ in any particular trade .was completely distinct
11
11

from all other union§ in every other trade.

[n these. early days the unions suffered greatly

by reason of the fact that they weére under the ban

oi the law—they were unincorporated, and hence,
not being legal entities, could ndt suée or be sued
(ne of the greatest /difficuities 111;{\ had to contend
fvith was occasioned jentirely by thid fact—the: funds

of the uvhions were ‘constantly m'.»l])m'wx»;'.1%"; bv

théir officers) and in fmany cases the ynion was thus’

absolutely

They

this, however, as they. could not expoRe their organi-
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inipoverished. coulfl not prevent

zation to the public,! and ewven.if thely -did- they had
no. legal '

status to pgosecute these -defaulters. It is

unions to-day- are’ S0 Strohg i this Very same: fact
i 1 " vn.,.-]..qA\'; v - Ilur‘.A Thc‘_\ _II;\\" ',4'\1«$’i\'.1‘-"'
4 1 “ . | g - 5 .

v placed themsdlves bevond. legal responsibility

actions  because they .cannot| be sued [he

great ruggle. waged . by

<’Il]l'ﬁ.|1 thi past twenty

¢ een y make them in some wav :lecall
responsible for their factions, In Canada, in our lgst
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During these
although they had to struggle hard for existence by
reason of their infernal troubles, yet the increased

early days of trade unionism,

control of the machinery or capital in a few hands
drove them to make greater efforts to perfect their
gradually evolved from their

organization, and they
with the

social basis into businéss organizations,
object of resisting the control of capital and getting
better wages. From this time on until the present
day their organizations have been gradually extended,

all the unions in
body. Subse-

the first step being the welding of
any particular trade into one solid
quently, as the grip of capital tightened, these larger
bodies were amalgamated into a national union, SO
that the business of  the whole country could , be
stopped if necessary by means of their ability to
enforce a sympatheti¢ strike, which was practically.
their only weapon of seli-defence. To-day we not
only have the national organization of all labor into
one huge body, but we have yearly a trades con-
gress of the wcrld, at which representatives from all
the national organizations of all the industrial coun-
tries of the world meet and discuss the labor condi-
tions of the various |countries interested, and this
body, to a large extent, directs the local labor situa-
\t thegpresent day, therefore, we have an
almost perfecti organization of labor, the apex of
which is this world-embracing Trades *Congress.

tions.

(To!be continued.)
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PATENT RIGHTS AND TERMINABLE
PRIVILEGES.

\[any companies are organized for the use of

|>.’»ih’l|‘ rights and other terminable privileges which,

O 1iemsel i ncertai B 1 i
f themselves, are of uncertain value. It is an inter-

esting ‘question what considerations should govern
U | D = L . 1
duditors in the investigation of records afid balance

sheets where these are taken into account aslassets.

[he™patent may be 1!1‘;1(‘ti\‘;|ll_\‘ superseded by

other patents of improved processes or construction;
it may -require the -use of very large capital for its
operation; the success may be contingent upon un
controtlable

conditions, or it may be untrammelled

except as to termination by a time limit,

The organizats : . .
anization. of such c« p 'S
. mpanie 1S gen-

erally arranged by some very eloquent individual,

pictures of immense profits by com-

paring the cost of raw ':‘1;11'.‘1'1;47.‘\ to be used with the
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