or evidence of gratitude in a
sature.  And thie reverse is
timent that is awakened by
received. This is so common
the human race that we are
surprised at the expressiom of
“Sunday School Times,”" a Pro-
ant church organ, in regard to
evidencgs of Catholic gratitude to
_the Saints and to the Blessed Virgin
" for favors, spiritual or temporal, re-
‘caived. Thus speaks that organ :
#If there is any one thing that the
world needs more than Christian
shing and preaching it s Chris-
tian witnessing. In many of the
Catholic churches in Burope the walls
‘ave, in portions, covered with tablets
. put there by persons who wish to
‘gratefully record the help they have
. recdived from Mary. One shrine in

Munich is covered with cards, some
of which say, ‘“Mary, help !"’ and
others, “Mary has helped.” Tn the

Sorbonne in Paris, there are scores
of little tablets thanking Mary ‘or
Joseph for help received in the col-
Jege examinations and for successes
in obtaining a degree. Protestants
twrn from this with a frown or a8
smile. But is not this spirit of tes-
timony, this readiness to show gra-
titude, this desire to witness—is ‘it
not what Our Lord fairly expects of
us ? Let us not be ashamed to say
what Christ has done for us. If we
believe that Christ has been life to
us, why not go and tell it?

[ ] [ [ ]
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THE ESCORT OF ACOLYTES.—
The Christian is bound to make an
act of thanksgiving after Holy Com-
munion. St. Philip Nert onve 0b-
served a man who habitually left the
.church immediately after communi-
cating. In order to reprove and put
him to shame, he called two acolytes
and bade them take two -candlesticks
with lighted tapers and accompany
the man in guestion, who was has-

‘teninjg home after receiving Holy
“Communion. The servers obeyea and
everybody in the street stared at

them and at the man, who, looking
hack and perceiving them, asked why
they were following him, They said
that St. Philip had ordered them to
do so. He therefore returned to the
church and asked the saint what was
the meaning of this unwonted escort.
8t. Philip replied : It is to pay pro-
per respect to our Lord, whom you
are carrying away with you. Since
you neglect to adore Him, I sent
the servers to supply your
The man saw that he was at fault,
and kneeling bhefore the altar, made
his thanksgiving most devoutly. He
remained in prayer for a quarter of
an hour. No one ought to leave
the Church after receiving Commu-
nion without having made his thanks

giving.
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A NUN ARCHITECT. — Out of
the thick of the woods on the south-
ern border of Lake Forest, near Chi-
cago, the new home of the nuns of
the Sacred Heart is being completed
and will be ready next mobth for
the opening of the schools. The buiid
ing of this institution is more xe-
markable than is generally known.
The work has been planned, fostered
and carried out by the nuns them-
selves, The overseeing architect is
a member of the Order, and the
same nun hes also been general buil-
ding and business supervisor. = The
‘new edifice is an immense building—
868 feet. with basement and five sto-
ries. The convenf will be in  the
northeast wing, all the remaining
part being given over to the school.
Despite all’ the space accorded pupils
only eabout 125 can e taken in,
which testifies to the attention given

~ to their ease and welfare in  the
construction. It is a model piece
of architecture,
L ] - .

A SOLDIER'S DEATH BED.— A
few years ago there lived an officer in
one of our large towns who, though
_ brought-up as a Catholic, was a
sworn enemy  to religion and never

said & prayer. He had a servant|

ed to make an earnest attempt
save his master’s soul. - Goinfcl

up to him he said : “‘Sir, there is
someone walting outside, po ether
than your best friend; he is most de-
sirous to comegin and be reconciled
to you. May I admit him ?"" The
sick man was much surprised; he
wondered who it could be who want-
ed to see him, and told his man to
show the stranger in. Then thne ser-
vant hastened to fetch the crucifix,
which used to hang on the wall, and
bringing it to his master, he held it
up before him, saying: ‘‘O, dm sir,
here is your best friend, one who
your while life has shown you
much kindness anc bestowed so many
benefits upon you, anl whom you
nevertheless have hitherto only re-
pulsed and persecuted. He is infin-
itely merciful; He longs to be recon~
ciled to you before your death. Do
not turn Him away this time.”” And
now behold a miracle of grace; the
dying man fook the crucifix in his
hand kissed i1t with teers in his
eyes, anc told his servant to go at
once and Lring a priest. The priest
came without delay, the officer made
a humble and contrite confession of
the sins of his past life and expired
in the best dispositions. How well
it' is when impenitent sinners upon
their death-bed are openly exhorted
by their friends or attendants to re-
pent and be converted. Those who
refrain from speaking through false
delicacy, or a fear of giving oftence,
are no true friends to the sick / per-

son.
. L] L

IRISH LEAGUE CONVENTION.—
Mr. John O’Callagham, a prominent
mamber of the executive of the Unit-
ed Irish League of Americo, iIn re-
ferring to the Convention to e held
in New York on August 30th and
81st, says:

Hon. John E. Redmond, M.P., the
leader of the Irish party, Capt. A. J.
C. Donelan, M.P. for East Cork, and
Patrick O'Brien, MfP. for the City of
Kilkenny, are the three gentlemen
who will constitute the delegation
from the organization in the old
land.

L] - L]
IRISH EMIGRATION.—Mr. Conor
O'Kelly, M.P. for County Mayo, Ire.
land, who is now lecturing in the
United States, in referring to the
great drain caused by emigration,
said the other day at Montana:
“At this moment we of the old
Celtic race are but 3,000,000 in Ire-
land. Those who are opposed to us,
the ascending party, are 1,500,000,
and the sad fact is that while
population is steadlily

our
decreasing
from year to year, the population of
those opposed to us is steadily in-
creasing. In the last ten years we
lost 200,000 of our people, mostly
young people, while our opponents in
the same period increased their num-
bers by 10,000, and I needn’t say
that, if that alarming state of things
continues uncheckea, it only needs
a simple arithmetical calculation to
arrive at the time when, instead of
being in the majority, as we are
now, we shall be in a minority; in-
stead of having 38,000,000 to our op-
ponents’ 1,500,000, it is they who
wildrbe the 8,000,000 and we the 1,-
500,000, and that result will be as
inevitable as the rising of to-mor-
row's sun if there be no parliament-
ary party to defend Irish interests in
the House of Commons, and to as-
sure us that the causes of the almost
fatal shrinkage in Irish populations
b' removi ”
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COST OF WAR. ~—A French writer
in discussing the cost of wars in life
and money during the past, says:

The Crimean war cost Russia $700,
000,000, or $25,000,000 per month;
it cost the French ~ about an equal

|
¢ St.

Saints Abdon and Sennen, martyrs.
e 81st, St. Ignatius of Loyola,
{:mdu of the Society of Jesus.

t' will be seen.that the' month that
is just passed away has been com-
memorative of a number of import-
ant saints, especially martyrs and
confessors. - The month that is com-
ing in- will also have very important
feasts to which we hope to allude at
mﬁr length,
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OUR POST OFFICES. — One of
the most distinctive notes of modern
divilization is the post office. The
mail service has become so perfected
in late years that it works almost
like a miracle. From time to time
we hear of a person who has lost a
letter in the mails, or whose letters
have been delayed. But when we
cohsider the hundreds of millions of
letters that, from year’s end to
year’s end, travel in all directions,
the wonder is that so very few should
fail to reach their destination. Iv
would require a vast volume to tell
the sfory of the gemeral mail service
all over the world to-day. When
we look back to the time when Roi-
land Hill devised the “penny pos-
tage,”” and when Bianconi's stage
coaches were a marvel to all Europe,
we cannot but asx ourselves, what
the men of that time would think
it they were to stand in the Montreal
post office and watch the operations
of the mail service, or to travel on
a transcontinental train and watch
the mail clerk distributing letters
all along the road. We have said
that the perfecting of its mail ser-
vice and the fncrease in its revenue
from that source, constitute the best
evidence of a country’s development
and progress. Taking this as a
standard, and glancing over the
blue-book just issued for 1903 by
the Post Office Department at Ottawa
we must marvel at the changes
which a decade of years have brought
about in Canada. A few statistics,
or rather, general results gleaned
from detailed statistics, may interest
some of our readers, and especially
those who can recalk when we had
only a few hundred post offices in
the country, when the telephome was
undreamed of, and the telegraph was
just coming into use. '

According to the returns for 1903

we find that we have now 10,150
post offices. In 1867, at the time
of confederation, there were only

3638 post offices in all the country.
In that year eighteen million letters
were mailed in Canada. In ‘ 1903
over two hundred and thirty-five mil-
lion letters were posted in the Do+

minion. And, apart from the letters
twenty-six million Post cands were
mailed. The postal revenue of the

country for 1903 was $5,681,162 ;
and the expenditure was $5,390,508.
Turning to the telegraphic develop-
ment we find that Canada has 36,000
miles of telegrapn wires including
cables and overland wires. They
would cover ‘the distance from ocean
to ocean across Canade eight times.
If we add thereto the teleplions wires,
the country has 180,000 miles of
wires—telephones and telegraph. Tak-
ing the all-British Pacific cable, Ca~
nada contributes five-seventeenths, of
it. Besides Canada is the first co-
lony of the Empire to adopt the
penny postage.

These may appear facts of  very
little importance to some, but they
mean a very great deal as far as

| course of his reply to am address ot

| 'welcome, paid a high tribute to the|.

 Knights. He said in part :

I thank you gentlemen, Knights of
Columbus, for the sentiments to
which you have given expression,
\ both in regard to myself personally
Cd in regard to your soclety. 'To

frank, T will say that heretofors
I had some little hesitation as to the
substantial nature, the formal orga-
nization and the probable results of
this association. Now, however, I
am glaé to say that I have better
information, and have seen at close
range; 1 realize that it emjoys
approval and the encc € of

he ‘calls him “Johnnie.” Out Wesb
if & stranger turne up he is sure to
be called “Jack,” at least until his
real name is known to the settlers.
I you mect a Chinaman you  are
liable to call him “‘Jobn'’—no mat-
ter what = his name may be. In
France they call a person whose
name is unknown ‘Jacques,’” In
Mexico it is “Pedro” In Cuba the
natives call all Americaps and Eng.
lishmen ‘’Charlie.”” And in the Sou-
thern States they call every hotel
walter “‘George”* uf s man Is* a

the Bishops, , that it counts among
its members many irreproachable ec-
clesiastics, and that it admits no
one who does not give evidence - of
good standing in Church angd state,
and is not a practical Cathole. 1
declare that henceforth I shall che-
rish a special regard for' the society
of the Knights of Columbus, and I
trust it may have a field growing
wider. with each year and a future
blessed with prospe“x;l‘tyA

The Catholic Church, since it is a
living organization, eminently social
in its nature, has always had in the
past and shows itself to have to-day
inexhaustible and marvellous fecund-
ity in producing and nurturing as-
sociations, quickened with her own
spirit of justice and charity, aiming
to secure the common good of ' their
members and of the civii' society at
large. For' twenty centuries there
has been inv the Church an unbroken
succession of fraternal associations
to suit the needs and condifions of
humanity. The history especially of
the midule ages in Unrisvian Purope
is, a wonderful record of institutions
for every social class, in arts, and
trades, in industries and commerce.
They were destroyed by subseguent
changes,” but everywhere the Church
has given new birth to others more
numerous and more active. Among
them in America I am pleased to
number the Knights of Colutbus.

CATHOLIC REPRESENTATION.
A corréspondent of the Catholic
Times, \Liverpool, in referring to the
recent debate on the Royal Declara-
tion in the House of Lords, says:

“For long years past,I have bDeem
astonished at the silence, if not cow-
ardice, of the Catholic Lords in the
gilded Chamber when an important
Catholic question was before the
House. I say now, sir, I am scan-
dalized that out of: thirty-thres (Ca~
tholic) members only three had a
word to say on the subject of the
blasphemous oath, and the last of
the thiree was so lukewarm that si-
lence would have been by far the
better policy. Why did not the thir-
ty-three stand up and protest in a
body aad resent the insult to our
holy religion ? ‘Oh for an 0’Connell,
just for a day in the House of Lords
when such a subject was brought for-
ward ! It would not be ‘““as you
were,”” No, the Catholics of the
British Empire would all hear of it,

and would be stirred in their mil-
lions, It is well knmown the King
hated the ordeal of the ocath, . and

Catholics and Irfshmen consequently
on that and many other grounds re-
vere him,”’

o Y - g !
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THE SLOCUM = HOLOCUST.—=Po-

the story of our Dominion’s develop-
ment is concerned. It must be re-
bered that we have scarcely six

sum, and the English hat less;
the Franco-Prussian war of 1870
cost the Prussians $256,000,000, or
$49,000,000 per month; the loss of
the French (in addition to the ter-
ritory) was $2.800,000,000: $81,000-
000 per month. England spent in
thie Boer war $1,212,000,
000,000 per m

million of a population, and we have

lice 1 tor Schimittberger, of New
| York, on July 13, sent to Commis-
sioner McAdoo a revised list of the

A ind Fee

a territory capable of d
ing six hundred million.

h he will at once be called
“Sandy,”” of ‘“Donald’’; it an Irish-
man he will be called “Pat’ = or
‘Mike,"” if a French-Canadian ‘‘John-
ny,” and thus we may run through
an indefinite list. But the name used
apparently by common consent, and
not always &n an offensive Sense,
seems to designate the country or

it should 'be so has long been a puz-
zle to me, and, in going my rounds,
I have tried to find a so'ution of the
problem—but I have not as yet. suc~
ceeded. TIn the case of the Irishman,
I can understand that the name most
fin use among his people and in his
country may naturally be employed
to designate him; but certainly.that
rule connot apply in the case of the
Chinaman—for rarely is one of them
named “‘John'’—nor yet in the case
of the little boy on the street— for
the vast majority of them have
names other than ‘‘Johnnie.” I am
curious to know how these names
came to be applied. In fact I find
that there can be no fixed rule in
regard to the mavter. Possibly some
of my readers may bhe interested
enough in the subject to inform the
““True Witness”” of why these names
are given.

ANOTHER QUEER CASE. — An-
other sfrange practice has attracted
my attention. You rarely ever find
two old men, who have heen fast

friends and life-long acguaintances,
who will not call each other ‘‘old
boy.”” Why this is 1 cannot say,

unless it be that they want to  ap.
pear boys again and to make be-
lieve - that years have not told upon
them, and that they are as full of
life and spirits’as they were when
at school together. On the other
hand, you find two young men, es-
pecially if they are of the sporting
world, call each other ‘“old man.”
This is still more wonderful. Surely
they are nof so tired of life, So

race rather than the individual. Why

A'BIGN BOARD. —Just gs surely
88 & sign-board indicates the charac-
ter ol‘tlu Dlace over which is is
suspended, sgo certainly does the use
of the term “‘old man* indicate the
calibfe of the man that uses it. I
thp first place Yankee slang has been
augmented by the addition of that
expresgion as applied to the father of
& family, or the senior in o house-
hold, or any elderly person, “Qld
man Jones, “old man Brown,”  in.
stead of ‘‘old Mr, Joues,” or ‘“Mr,
Brown, senior,” are expressions daily
in use. I know of no ease in which
anything approaching that expression
icou.ldlbe said to be appropriate, ex.
1 cept that of “Oom Paul,” applied to
' the late President Kruger of the
? Transveal. It is a certain sign of a
lack of refi and education to
hear a young person employ the term
in the sense above indicated. But
bad as. that may be, there is still
Something worse, That may show a
lack of education, but the case to
which I am going to refer indicates
a lack of gentlemanly training, of
self-respect, of honest Christian and
filial sentiment. I mean when a
young man, or boy, speaks of his
father as ‘‘the old man.” I have no
words to qualify such a mar® of dis-

respect; no gmore have I language to
ildescribe_ the feeling of disgust with
{ fact I may as well not attempt to
which I hear that expression. In
say what I think. It is most abo-
minable to hear a young snob talk-
ing of his father as “the old man.”
Whenever I hear it from the lips of
these young fellows 1 at once con-
jure up a picture of the same persons
a few years hence, very old, Very
much despised, very insignificant and
very touchy about being called ‘“‘the
old man."” He forgets that it is his
father who gave him all he possesses;
who educated him: who clothed and
fed him; who made it possible for
him to walk in society. And if he
hos such a poor idea of that father
as to treat him aw ‘‘the old man,”’ he
may safely look forward for the day
when his own sons (if ever ho has
any) will return hem the compliment
and repay him one hundredfold for
the unfilial and ignoble treatment of
the one whom he is hound by every
tie of nature and every obligation of
‘conscience to honor, respect, and de-
fend. My advice is to all, to avoid
such low slang, for it eventually

n

weary of the enjoyments of youth,

belps to ruin the young mon's future:

man speaking policemen to canvass
the, district where the majority - of
those who went on the excursion on
June 15 resided.

The list shows the probable total
number on the hoat that day to hav
been 1435. ‘
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EFFECT OF TRAINING. —Heroic
work on the part of the Boy Fire.
Brigade of the Catholic’ Protectory
at Vaa Nest, New .York, saved the’
Anderson Annex to,the main budld-
ing from de'.trucuol{ by fire  which |
was discovered early on the morning
of July ‘16. i s

| London Mont

ther Henry. When the Protectory
alarm was sounded the signal was
duplicated at Fire Headquarters in
the Bronx, and in a few minutes the
city fire engines arrived on the‘scene
but so Promptly had the institution
fire brigade turned out to work on
the flames, that when the regular de-
partment got there the fire was out.
The dity firemen were enthusiastic in
their praise of the work done by the
Boy Fire Brigade. -
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