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Trade increases the wealth and glory of a country; but its real r.trength and stamina are to be looked for amont the cultivators of the land. -Lord Lhc'tam
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The Marketing Work of the Live Stock Branch
The Part It Hopes to Play in Developing the Industry—By H. S. Ark'll, Acting Lbt Stock Commissioner

» VERY prominent manufacturer once told the 
writer tuat the only business of the farmer 
was to produce and that somebody else 

would do his marketing, or. at least, do whatever 
was necessary In finding an outlet for the farmer's 
product. 1 didn't agree with this opinion, and 
frankly told him so. Bucb a theory leaves the 
producer In the position of very unsatisfactory 
Isolation in which the autàor of the statement 
just quoted would evidently be quite prepared to 
have him contentedly remain- 

A more significant comment upon the exact 
situation was made to me by another gentleman 
in the >une line of business. He pointed cut that 
present-day commerce has become organized, and 
is under the control of a few powerful directing 
minds. This is true of transportation, of finance, 
of manufacture and of the great business of food 
distribution. Speaking of the latter trade, par
ticularly, he emphasized the fact that the dis
tributors of food products are amongst the most 

the continent.

ing his wheat at his own railway centre, 
such an organization not come into existence, the 
local farmer would have been at the mercy of a 
system which would have multiplied a thousand* 
fold the abuses and irregularities which were ex
perienced or were coming into being prior to its 
formation. The grain growers' organization is at 
least now powerful enough to successfully com
pete with Its most aggressive competitors in the 
grain trade, and to hold the enormous business 
carried on under that trade in proper and legiti
mate channels.

™To the aid of the producers’ organizations have 
been contributed the activities and authority of 
the Grain Commission of Canada. No one now 
questions the benefit of this Commission's work. 
Nj one doubts the need for its existence. That 
its authority and activities have constituted a

potent and Influential asset In the interests of the 
grain grower Is freely admitted. It has helped to 
create and maintain standards. It has assisted in 
regulating trade. It has been successful in pre
venting fraud and abuse at the interior and ter
minal elevators. It has contributed legal protec
tion and legal authority where nothing else would 
have availed. The need and value of the rontrol 
which it has exercised over the grain trade is but 
the more emphasized by the problems and diffi
culties which beset the live stock Industry in this 
country.

The Live Stock Industry.
This latter industry, through its output of 

cheese, bacon, butter, beef, eggs, poultry, wool, 
may be made to constitute one of greatest fin
ancial assets. Our resources in this direction have 
been only partially developed. The war demand 
and the extent of the market for these products 
Is fully recognized. It may not be so generally 
understood that our export trade in this direction, 
when orders for war munitions are discontinued, 
when the channels of manufacture are undergoing 
the difficult process of adjustment to peace con
ditions, when the great wheat growing areas of 
the world again contribute their normal quota of

>powerfully organized concerns 
They control such rn amount of capital and carry 
on such an enormous trade, that they are able to 
exercise an influence and an authority which 
wortrs continually to their advantage In dealing 
with every other industry to which their business 
relates. They employ the best brains that the 
country can produce. They are able to perfec. an 
Intelligence system which keeps them in constant 
and Immediate touch with every turn of the trade, 
at home and abroad. They are continually de
veloping an organization which now represents 
one of the most powerful commercial factors in

'product to the big consuming markets of Europe, 
may easily be found to constitute, through theA. critical period of reconstruction, the basis upon 
which the economic and financial credit of this 
country may be maintained and established. I 
bel love that the live stock industry of Canada may 
be so developed as to become perhapi the most 
Important contributing factor In re-creating the 
credit and re-establishing the commercial position 
of this country after the war is over.

This can only be done on a basis of confidence. 
It is an admitted truth that confidence is the life 
of business. The farmer must have confidence 
that he is getting a square deal in marketing his 
produce. He must have confidence In the elastic
ity and stability of the market. He must have 
confidence that he is working under such 
ness or trade system as will determine h 
assurance of satisfactory and reasonable profits 
through a period of years. Only under these con
ditions will he be prepared to extend his breeding 
operations and exert his u'most effort, working 
thus to the capacity of his land.

To Establish Confidence.
How may this confidence bo secured or given? 

It is our firm opinion that the methods to be fol
lowed should be considered under four heads:

1. Cooperative organization amongst farmers.
2. The establishing of a complete and reliable 

markets intelligence system.
3. The improvement of our trade connections 

with our export markets.
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the fair, nor a soul stays be-

present-day commerce. “Against such an organ
ization," the question was pertinently asked, "how 
may 'he Individual farmer expect to successfully 
compete?”

twinkle.

Agriculture the Biggest Business.
It Is not too frankly admitted that agriculture 

Is the biggest business in the country. It may 
not be generally known that, even during the 
period of the war and for years previously, the 
exports of agriculture have amounted to more 
than fifty per cent, of the total exports of the 
country. In other words, our agricultural export 
trade has exceeded In value that of all other In
dustries combined, including manufactures and 
munitions of war. The farmers of Canada pos
sess, even if they do not control, the biggest busi
ness asset of the Dominion.

In Western Canada the grain trade is In the 
hands of, or is at least controlled by, a very 
powerful organization It Is a farmer's organisa
tion. Its purposes have been dictated by, and its 
activities have been directed in, the Interests of 
the producer. The results of its work have pre
vented fraud and intimidation at country points, 
and have enabled the individual grain grower to 
secure protection and a square deal in market

noises*r* *eeelled wlth ■ medley of 
As bito the fair ground* we Jostle 

Chickens and ducks make a fearful

And sheep bleats are 
horses’ shrill neigh.

comme-

showerin'11 roUnd congregate 
Crops ere discussed.

Sleek cattle, sheep and ewlne vie for the 

R,b stock *r* passed to proud owners of

or the nigh horse's

ilrground's a maddening riot 
Hawkers are hawking their

Merry-go-'round and the hoopla are busy, 
A talkative man sells a patent floor mop.

Evening draw* on e'er the day seen s half

But mother seems tired—I'm also, I fear— 
So home through the dusk to the chores that 

ire waiting— 
s.._w-falr Is again for a year. 

—S. R. N. H.

(Continued on page 27.)
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