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Chatham/ N.B., March 23.=0On Sun-
day morning Right Rev. Jas. Rogers,
D.D., Catholic Bishop i Chatham,
passéd away aftér a loag illness. The
toll of the cathedral Ybell announced
the news to the peeple. The lameral
will be heM on Tharsday morming at
9.30 o'dlock.

A tound-faced, red-cheeked, Dblue-
eyed Jittle boy arrived at Halifax
from Ireland, a passenger oh the
brigampine Charlotte Kerr, in  the
spriag of 188). His name was James
Rogers, dand he was the future Bishop
‘of Chathase, N.B. His parents be-
donged to a party of emigrants. FHe
‘was bom at Mount Charles, Cowmty
Donegal, July 11th, 1826, and ‘was
‘hardly five when the famity arrived at
Halifax. The lad grew dn wisdom and
grace, and, twenty yewrs -after his
coming, was ordaimed priest, by Arch-
bishop Walsh, im St. Mary's Cathe-

Halifax. This ‘'was.July 2nd,
‘1881, He was givea wharge of the An-
'napolis and Digby miissions; in May,
11853, he was sent %o 'the Cumberland
County missionsy in April, 1857,  he

—

went to Bermuda; in Apefi, 1858, he|®

‘succeeded Father WMadden at Church
#Point, N.S., and im ‘the summer of
the same year he was called to Hali-
fax to be secretary ‘to Archbishop
Connelly, who had ,recently been
translated fromg 'the docese of St.
John to the metropdlitan see. On the
8th of May, 1860, he'was elected the
first Bishop of Chdtham, and was
consecrated om the 'I5th of August of
the same year at Charlottetown, P.
E. 1. He retired August 7th, 100?,
after ruling the diocese forty-two
years,

This outline of the career of Bishop
Rogers was obtained from one of the
priests of his household, and is cor-
rect. ’

His life work wae done here,” and he
accomplished much. There were only
seven priests in the diocese when he
came, and now there are fifty-two.
The diocese is extensive, embracing
about half of the province, and
stretching from ‘the Northwest
Straits to the ‘Quebec boundary.

Rogers traversed it very fre-
quently, in all sorte of vehicles, in all
kinds of weather agd at all seasons
of the year. His emergy was tremend-
ous, his industry wmtiring. He never
knew what it was ¢o be weary. This
was partly due to the excellent care
he took of himself. He foreshadowed
the sleeping car by fitting up a coach
in which, winter or summer, Jhe could
stretch out at full tength and sleep
as he journeyed from place to place,
thus saving a great deal of time by
travelling at night and reaching his
destination ready for work. No set-
4lement was too small, too poor, or
100 distant for him, amd he personal-
iy attended to every detail of the
aflairs of his diocese.

Bishop Rogers was a man of con-
siderable literary culture, and anxi-
ous for the intellectual as well as the
spiritual -welfare of his people. He
built a college for the Christian
Brothers, which was destroyed by fire,
with the pro-cathedral and his resi-
dence, in 1878, and introduced teach-
ing orders, including the Sisters of
the Hotel Dieu, whose hospital is one
of the best in New Brunswick. Then
there are Sisters in charge of the
lepers at Tracadie, a community of
teaching nuns at Newcastle, and oth-
ers at Bathurst und Campbellton,
these being only a few of the educa-
tional and charitable institutions in
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ing for the priesthood,
had one or more pupils under

cate. He was an inspiratiof to
them. His patience never f ed, his
courtesy was never ruffled, the

youths loved him like a fa

But it was not merely as an eccle-
siastic that Bishop Rogers accom-
plished so much in the four decades
bof his career as a bishop. He was
zealous, but his zeal was tempered
with policy. He had the instinct of
statecrait and would have been a
successful politiciam. One of his earli-
est friends was Sir Charles Tupper,
‘whom he met whken he was in charge
of the Cumberland missions, and the

never in conflict with any
trying to pull down

build on a ruin. He
uplift his peopl .,

-iE

the success of his efforts was for the
gooi of ‘the whole people. And so it
followed, -as the night the day, that
Bishop Rogers never built a <hurch
or a school house, or did anything
else requiring a considerable amount
of money, without having the names
«af many ‘Protestants on his subscrip-
tipn lists. Some of his dearest friends
through life have been men without
the pale of his church,

Bishop Rogers was never upliited by
powet or position. As Bishop ol
Chatham he was the same restless
warker, unwearying host, and cour-
teous friend of everybody that he was
in the days of his early ministry. His
doors were never closed. His good
hymor ‘was inexhaustible. It was char-
acteristic of the man that when he

ward Island to enter upon his duties
as Bishop he came in a small fishing
schooner, one of the kind knowa on
the northern coast of New Brunsyick
as a joeboat, so as to take his wait-
ling people by surprise and escape
‘like a public reception. Tt
is a tradition that the craft was hail-
ed on her way up the river by a man
who asked if she had any fish on
board. ?
The Bishop attended the Vatican
Couneil in 1869, and also made pil-
grimages to Rome in 1872 and 1883,
He was ch to preach in Halifax
on the oceasi¢n of Archbishop O'Brien
receiving the pallium, and on some
other great .oecasions. He never
shirked a duty, or neglected a detail
of business, while he had strength to
perform it, and literally held on to
the stafl of office till it fell from his
nerveless fingers. R.1.P.

C O F
The semi-monthly meeting of Sacred
Heart Court, No. 201, coming on the
Feast of Ireland’s National Saint,

presented the opportunity 1o the
Court of having a patriotic evening
in connection with the regular work,
and as a consequence a social even-
ing of high order was indulged in.

Invitations to be present had been
sent out to the different Courts, and
were very generally accepted.

The energetic Chief Ranger of the
Court, Bro. A. MeC. Kerr, was
Chairman, -and he was ably assisted
by Provincial Trustee Malloy and
Recording Secretary Vogel.

Addresses were given by Provincial
Trustee Malloy and D.HC.R. J. T,
Loftus, \

In the course of his remarks Pro-
vincial Trustee Malloy gave a resume
of Provincial Court Meeting, lately
held in Ottawa, and proved conc
pively that the officers of Provinci
Court are allowing no opportunity to
pass whereby the membership in, the
Province, both morally, physically
and numerically may be increased.

In concluding his remarks he ex-
pressed the hope that Catholic For-
estry, which had shown such marked
gain during the past year in the City

|of Toronto, would continue to im-

prove. :

D.H.C.R. Loftus delivered a very
patriotic address on the present as-
pe:-‘t of seli-government for Irelabd,
and as he pictured the benefits to be
derived from the Land Purchase Bill
by the Irish people enphusiasm lost
all restraint and he was cheered to
the echo.

Master Robbie Kerr, the 12-year-
old son of the Chief Ranger, gave sev-
eral Irish selections on the _ piano.
Thourh a child in years, Master Rob-
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came to Chatham from Prince Ed-

JAS. CONMEE, M.P.P,

Tributes Paid to His High
Character and Great
Achievements.

Mr. Conmee Speaks on Cana-
dian Citizenship and i
Responsibilities.

———

Ou Thursday evening last Mr.
James Conmee, M.P.P., was signally
honored by a large and representative
bodv of his admirers from all parts
of the Prevince. They gathered to
the number of ore hundred and fifty
in the ball room of McConkey’s which
was transformed intqga banquet hall
for the occasion. The committee in
charge of the aflair was composed of
Toronte friends of Mr. Conmee. Of
this committee Dr. T. F. McMahon
was chairman, Mr. Frank Slattery,
secretary and Mr. John Hanrahan
presitient,

Premier Ross, Hon. F. R. Latch-
ford and Mr. Stratton represented the
Ontario Government and there was a
large representation of members of
the ‘Local House. A considerable dele-
gation was on hand from New On-
tario, headed by Mayor Clavett, of
Port Arthur.
guest of the evening, and om his left
Premier Ross.

In the course of his spesch the
chairman said that the gentlemen who
had proposed the banquet to Mr. Con-
mee desired to recognize the generous
spirit which he had always shewn in
everv good cause. They desired, more-
over, to honor him as a patriotic
Irishman and a Catholic, who' stood
s0 high in the regard of his Iellow-
citizens that for sixteen years he had

continuously represented W Al-
goma in Parliament. They wg there
to honor one of Canada’s strohg men,
a man with a clear head the
heart of a lion, who had und€rtaken

tasks and overcome diffieulties that
none but a brave and, a strong. man
such as he could overcome. The chair-
man then briefly sketched some fea-
tures of Mr. Conmee's career. He was
born in the County of Grey of Irish
parentage, and emigrated to New On-
tario in 1871, and the progress which
bad been made in that region was
largely due to the pluck and emergy
of Mr. Conmee. He took an ve
part in municipal life in/Port Arthur
and began work as a cohtractor on
the Pacific Railway in 1877, while in
the Gover t's hands, and after
it had been taken over by the com-
pany. He had been one pf the pro-
moters of the Port Arthur, Duluth
& Western Railway, and had assisted
in building the Ontario & Rainy
River Railway, the G. T. R. between
Collingwood and Meaford, the Algoma
Central Railway, and in developing
the water power of the Lachine Ra-
pids. He was first elected to the
Legislature in 1885, and with a brief
absence, following his defeat in 1889,
he had sat in Parliament ever since.
“It might be truly said,”’ the chair-

man remarked, ‘‘that during these
years he was the hope and life of
New Ontario.”

The toast of Canada, proposed by
Mr.-T. C. Robinette, K.C., was re-
sponded to first by Hon. Geo. W.
Ross. The Premier, who was given
a hearty reception, said he was glad
it had entered: into the hearts of
some of their good friends to pre-
sent his esteemed fellow-member with
that reception. There were few men
in the public'life of Canada, and none
that he knew of in the Ontario - As-
semblv, who deserved that recogni-
tion more than did Mr, Conmee—(ap-
plause)—not simply because he was

known and honored” member of the
Legislature—being a member of the
«egislature did not always bring great

Dr. McMahon had on his right the |
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upwar r addition of a profi

ined that if any action should be tak-
en it should be onm hon-partizan lines.
(Yiear, hear.) It also transpired that
there .were some who were of opinion
that it should not be conducted as an

essentially Irish-Catholic aflair. A
letter was written to me at Port
Arthur te ascerfain my views. My

reply was that if it was the wish of
my friends to pay me the honor of a
banquet I desired that it should be
free from all exelusiveness (hear,
hear); that while 1 was a Catholic
and of Irish origin, I was a Cana-
dian, and that to be regarded by my
friends as a true citizen of Canada
'was the highest homor that could be
bestowed u me, and the honor
that 1 would prize most. (Applause.)
Here in Canada the I1:sh-Catholic has
as much right to bg proud of his Can-
adian citizenship as the descendant of

PRI S
a to love and rejoice in
the prosperity and jgrowth of this
country as any. other citizen.

AN ARDENT HOME RULER.

I do not wish to be misunderstood.
These sentiments were expressed by
me not from any disregard to the
question of Home Rule for Ireland,
for I am;, and always shall be, -an
ardent Home Ruler (loud applause),
and would, under any circumstances
that promised a satisfactory solution
of that question do all that might
be in my power to secure its comn-
summation, (Applause.) Nor did 1
express the sentiments to which I
have referred because of any want of
appreciation of the warm-hearted and
kind intentions of my Irish-Catholic
fellow-citizens, but to em-
phasize what I believe to be in the
best interests of this country, which
we all love, and which we all desire
to see great and prosperous, and

loyal Canadian sentiment. (Ap-
plause.) I am proud of the fact that
I was born on the soil of Canade,
and my desire is to be regarded by
my fellowmen as a good citizen of
this young country. I believe in Home
Rule for Ireland because autonomy is
the inalienable right of all free peo-
ple. (Hear, hear.) The union of Eng-
land and Ireland is necessary for the
prosperity and mutual protection of
both, but it should be a fair union;
a union to which both parties would
agree; not a union forced upon a
reat majority of the Irish people,
and which cun only be maintained by
trong garrisons. In my opinien there
have been three main obstacles which

!
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Home Rule might be used to dismem-
ber the British Empire. Third, the
opinion that Home Rule in Ireland
would mean ‘“Rome Rule.” We see
today, after a century of strife,
signs of the removal of the first and
reatest of these obstacles. Suddenly
coercion has given way to mwtual
confidence. The prison doors have
been threwn open for some whose
ofirnce was that they had advo-
cated the adoption of measures which
the British Government now believe
to be just, equitable and right. As
regards the second obstacle I can
only express my opinion for what it
is worth. That opinion is that in-
tead of dismembering the British Em-
pire a measure of Home Rule will
consolidate it. (Loud applause.) But
thisvis neither the time nor place to
discuss that question. I have to ask
the indulgence of my friends for the
references 1 have made and for those
I am about to make, which relate to
matters of race—and creed.

STRONG 6ANAD1AN  SENTIMENT.

In this country of mixed nationali-
ties and diverse creeds the object of
public men who are true to the best
interests of Canada should be to en-
deavor to assimilate and harmonize
all into one great and strong Cana-
dian sentiment. It may be said, *‘Why
then do you refer to such matters?”
My answer to that is that this gath-
ering is non-political and non-sectar-
ian, and that as allusion has been
made to it by the chairman, perhaps
no better opportunity will occur up-
oa which the statements I am about
to make can be made with as little
chance of being misunderstood or mis-
applied. (Hear, hear.)

In opening my remarks [ referred
lto my desire to be regarded as a true
citizen of Canada, and as such iv is
my wish to be aceorded the full rights
'of that citizenship and the fullest eon-
fidence of my fellow-citizens. It is
because I believe that in the opinion
of some people in this country my
religion is regarded as placing me un-
der certain disabilities that I venture
some remarks of a somewhat sectar-
fan character. I do so in the hope of
removing that erroneous opinion from
the minds of the few with whom it
may rest, to the end that myself and
my co-religionists  in this country
may enjoy the fullest rights of citi-
zenship, and that confidence and re-
spect to which all good and true citi-
zens are entitled. (Hear, hear.) What
I am about to offer will, I fear, be
regarded as ancient history by many.
The wquestions and answers I am
about to refer to, extracted as they
were from the most reliable and best
qualified sources, afford sound evi-
dence as to the point I wish to em-
phasize.

CATHOLICS AND CITIZENSHIP.

In 1791 the following questions, at
the instance of Mr. Pitt, the then
Prime Minister of England, were sent
to the Catholic universities of France
and Spain:

First question: ‘‘Has the Pope, or
cardinals, or any body of men, or any
individual of the Church of Rome,
any civil authority, power, jurisdic-
tion or pre-eminence whatsoever with-
in the realm of England?”

Second question: “‘Can the Pope, or
cardinals, or any body of men, or
any individual of the Church of Rome
absolve or dispense His Majesty’s

REVOLVING

of the Catholic faith by which Cath-
olics are justified in not keeping faith
with Protestants or other persons dil-
fering from them in religious opinion
in any transaction either ol a public
or private nature?”’

The universities answered unani-
mously in the following terms:

““1. That the Pope or:cardinals, or
any body of men, or any individual of
the Church of Rome, has not any civil
authority, power, jurisdjction, or pre-
eminence whatsoever, within the
realm of England.”

“2. That the Pope or cardinals, or
any body of men, or any individual of
the Church of Rome, cannot ab-
solve or dispense His Majesty’s
subjects, from their oath of allegi-
ance, upon any pretext whatsoever.”

‘3. That there ig no principle in
the tenets of theg@htholic faith by
which Catholics justified in not
keeping faith with Protestants, or
other persons differing from them in
religious opinions, in any transac-
tions, either of a public or a pri-
vate nature.” L

A moment ago I spoke of three ob-
stacles to the settlement of the Kyish
question. I have referred to two™ of
these. The replies to Mr. Pitt that
I have just read are a most conclu-
sive answer to the third obstacle to
which I have referred, as well as to
the charge often made in this coun-
try in regard to the allegiance of
Catholics to the State, or the Crown,
as the case may be. I have -mly ven-
tured to offer the remarks I have
made in the hope of removing preju-
dice and allaying suspicion, and with
the desire to harmonize and strength-
en that strong Canadian sentiment I
s0 rejoice to see spreading in this
country.

HERITAGE OF CANADA.

I know of no people upon whomx a
kind Providence has bestowed a
greater heritage than the people of
this beloved Canada. I know of none
who enjoy a greater freedom or
greater stability in the administra-
tion of the laws that ensurl the en-
joyment of that ffeedom and the pro-
tection of life and property. I know
of no people stronger in the fibre that
maintains morality and upholds the
best sentiments of society. I know
of no people possessing more intelli-
gence, more inventive genius, more
mechanical skill, or that are more
adyvanced in the professions and in the
arts and sciences,
more- activity or are capable of more
endurance. I know of no people more
worthy of the enjoyment of freedom,
or, if need be, more capable of de-
fending the freedom which they pos-
sess and which they so highly prize.
The great heritage which Providence
has bestowed upon Canada affords
Canadians great opportunities, and I
have confidence that as a people they
will be equal to the task before them.
(Loud applause.) We have all the
elements that go to build up a strong
and vigorous nation. Our country pos-
sesses within its borders ample re-
sources to sustain a vast population.
In area and in natural wealth we
possess great advantages, and if only
we are united and determined we can
make our country one of the greatest
and most advanced of nations, re-
spected and admired by all other na-
tions (Applause.) I speak of Canada
as a nation, because 1 believe that
the day must come when she will
exercise all the responsibilities of na-
tionhood, whether within the great
Empire to which we belong, or allied
with it for mutual deiense, matters
but little. Matters- international al-
fecting the interests of the Canadian
people can be best disposed of by
the Government of Canada. (Hear,
hear.) It is in my opinion inevitable
that all the liabilities are responsi-
bilities of nati must rest upon
and be exerci y Canada, and
that as time advances the direct ex-
ercise of such obligations and powers
will from time to time be necessary,
til the full and free exercise of all
fional functions is assumed by the
Government of Canada. (Applause.)
In fact we now exercise many of these
functions.

NECESSITY OF NATIONAL DE-
FENCE.

We are fortunate in the protection
of the strong arm of England, but
we must not forget that, strong as
that arm is, we should not rest for-
ever on it, as a babe. (Hear, hear.)
We owe it to England, and to our-
selves, to assume such responsibili-
ties as are necessary to a proper de-
fence of our country. We should not
forget that we are in ims
portance and that we should be no
longer a burden upcn the mother
country. What I hope to see is more_
attention paid to the defense of

ada. Not only should we be a
to defend our sea-coast, but we should
have located here works capa-

ble of producing all the
munitions”

or that possess |The

simony refuse to wiilize our greak
wealth to prepare ourselves to defend
and maintain the liberty we now en~
by \ahd, if need be, the interest om
this Lontinent of the great Empire to

are fully equal to tBe task; we have
the resources of a great nation; we
have a nmational credit and occupy &
position of great natural strength.
We have the men and the skill, and
we must have the determination. To
borrow a phrase from a late speech
of the Hon. Mr. Ross, ‘‘there must
be no obstacle permitted to remain
in the way''—there must be no diffi-
culties that we cannot surmount.
We must not only develop the re-
sources of Canada, but we must main-
tain\her liberty, and be prepared—if
occasion should reguire—to defend oun
country from any intrusion no mat-
ter from t quarter it may come.
(Applause.) nation with the pop-
ulation that possess, t was
truly loyal and united, ever been
conquered. Frederick the Great had
no greater population to draw. upo
yet he maintained the liberties of hi
people against a combination of na~
tions of far greater numbers. Should
the time ever come the Canadian peo-
ple will, I believe, be found at least
equal in resources, in valor and im
determination. (Applause.) The
growth and prosperity of Canada is
largely in the hands of the publie
men of Canada. Nature’has done her
part Mhe resources are within rewch.
We are, so to speak, upon trial; les
us be equal to the occasion; let us
be united and determined that our
country shall be great and respected,
that our liberties shall be maintain-
ed. Let the fact that we are citi-
zens of Canada be the honor we prize
above all others. (Prolonged ap-
plause.) ;

Among the speakers of the evening
who paid high tribute to Mr. Conmee
were Hon. Mr. Latchiord, Mr. Guth-
rie, M.P., Dr. Jamieson,-M.P.P.
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William P.
and most highly res
of Waterdown, died m,-’“ even-
. 76 years of age. His
wife predeceased him. Two daughters,
Mrs. Willam McDonald, Pilot Mound,

-

,and a som, J,
Austin O'Neil, Chicago, survive him.
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TO ENLARGE ST. MICHAEL'S.
So overtaxed is the accommodatiom
of St. Michael's Hospital that the
authorities have decided to purchase
the three houses to the north and the
three to the south of the building.
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