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which He had to pass, and it is thus that we see
Him in Psalm xvi., and in the Gospels. And yet
to end like Samson, whose life presented so many
contrasts ; to end like Jacob, whose course,
full of schemes and human devices, closed with
the glorious vision of Israel’s future and by wor-
ship which recognized in Joseph the type of the
promised Messiah ; to end like that was far better
than to terminate his career like Solomon, in
idolatry, after a magnificent reign of wisdom and
power. Yes, Samson’s end was a splendid victory.
¢« The dead which he slew at his death were more
than they which he slew in his life ”” (ver. 30).

May we profit by this history, and not require
such experience of ourselves, either by a bad be-
ginning or a bad ending. Paul, a man subject to
like infirmities as ourselves, avoided both, although
weakness was manifest in his walk on more than
one occasion. Let us learn to regulate our steps
by those of our sinless Model ; that was the
strength of the apostle, and it will be ours. Then
will God say of us: * They go from strength to
strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth be-
fore God” (Ps. Ixxxiv. 7).

( To be continued, D.V.)
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« Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil."—Eph. vi. 11.

« Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour,”—1 Pet. v, 8.




