68 THE SOWER.

world, but God retains His rights. The unconverted
are deceived by the enemy and are in his power.
Satan does all he can to make the world believe
‘that they are free and happy—that they are, or
may be rigliteous and good enough. But God has
His rights. The world will not obey the gospel of
our Lord Je«i« Christ and hopes to escape judgment.
Satan, too, ikes advantage of all that God would
employ to awaken and bless the soul. Thus, with the
unconverted in Christendom, natural c'onscience is
ash.ned of that which the heathen do even in their
religion. But this is used of Satan to persuade
men that they can present themselves before God,
and worship Him in private or public, because
there is nothing in these lands so gross as among
Pagans. But God holds to His rights, and nothing
is well if Jesus be not received in faith.

In Jesus all that is perfect in God and man is
presented to the conscience. The holiness of God
is there, not condemning but in perfect grace, but
(God will have an entire submission to Jesus.
Nobody that comes is cast out. He is God in all
His goodness to attract hearts, He is man in all
His lowliness to exercise no will, no choice, but to
receive every one that comes to Him, for such is
the will of Him that sent Him; but God desires
submission to Jesus. If Jesus is rejected, that
is the conclusive proof that the heart will not have God
in any way that He takes in presenting Himself to
man. It is the evidence of man’s heart, of his pride,
his hardness and his levity. Nothing like these




