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hail am \ilal church associations; they are, as a 
the voluntary outcasts of the churches, as they at• •

society. so that their classification as nuinhu i 
cliurchvs livings reproach ui*m religion which is i ; 
ileservvil. or justified, or rational.

The classification under the heading. "Ilirtli 
I "Luts," is also most misleading, and. for comparaln 
|iur|Hisvs, useless. Say, a liaby in arms is brought 
Canada from the old country, it is reared in vio m 
Canada, it Inn lines a criminal wholly owing to indu 
ences exercised over it in Canada, yet, when it is m 
piison, it is placed on the list of non-native offendet.. 
and the reproach of its criminal career is laid at tin- 
door of England. Ireland, or Scotland, where it u.o 
I Kirn !

Statistics based u|hiii such imjierfect (lata as aba. 
indicated have little, if any value.

The Kc|mrt of Criminal Statistics for iijoo, just 
issued, states the |*-rceiitage of the memlarship of 
one church to the whole population of the Dominion, 
as well as the |ierccmage of its criminals, which shows 
tin church whose statistical |iositjoii is mure fully 
given to appear to have a more favourable record in 
llns res I art than other churches whose |iervctUage of 
memliers or adherents coni|iarcd with the total |mpula 
tMat is not given. Such omission causes their per- 
ictitagc of criminals to !*• misleading, and liable to 
create prejudice and annoyance. < htr llaptist friends, 
for example, have just reason to resent the remark m 
tile Hiivernment RejMirt on Criminal Statistics thaï 
leads

Ihe llapti't rcc rd shows a tendency to increase its 
criminals, the figures licing, 4.8 |*r cent, for 1884-91, 
3.1 |wr cent, for 1899, and 3.a jier cent, for 1900."

Were the projiortion between 18119 and us*', as 
given in alaive ipiotation correct, the difference be 
tween 174 convictions in 181*9 of men professing to 
Ik- baptists, ami 183 in 19m would be altogether Vki 
trilling for the Imsis of any general conclusion lint, 
that the ligures give no foundation at all for the con­
clusion drawn therefrom is manifest from the follow

KATE MAKING AND PREFERRED CLASSES

X western underwriter, Mr. Hubble, has issued .1 
uicular letter to the managers of fire insurance cm 
panics on preferred business and rate-making, tin gi-t 
of which will Ik' found interesting, though his views 
may not Ik- endorsed. He lays down as "the basis 
pi maple of fire insurance taxation," that there nuisi 
Ik- sufficient funds collected to pay losses, expense- 
provide a surplus to meet conflagrations and extra 
oidinary losses and give a fair return in the capital 
employed. X second section is less manifestly sound 
m principle and is not universally admitted. Thi- i- 
m the writer's own words:—

"That the rate of fire tax assessment must Ik eipiv 
ably made, mi that no single risk, class of risk', or 
risks likated in any territory shall lx- assessed at .1 
greater rate than its just pro|K>rtion necessary to meet 
the requirements of the first section of the law. The 
|ieiialtifs for violation of this provision of the code 
are none the less certain, and if possible more sever, 
than those attending a failure to comply with the pn 
ceding section. They are more numerous ami exert 
a more malignant ami lasting influence iijkiii the in 
dustry a- a whole than a failure to collect a sufficient 
total amount of taxes. A too high a rate uihui .1 
li k. a class or a territory is quickly discovered and 
produces strong competition, leading to excess com 
mission, which breeds rebating, a parasitic growth ot 
lookers, real estate agents, indigent relatives, men 
vs In 1 have failed in other branches of business, and 
liiully inder the existing systems to throwing off tin 
rate- Multiple agencies are directly attributable t 
unequal rates, and will Ik alwdished as «mm as pn 
(erred classes are eliminated. Any annpany can g> 1 
all of the sjkcial hazard and target business it want- 
from one agent. It is only tbe classes which are rail d 
too high that the multifile agent, broker and sidi 
i-siie agent fecit upon. Take away their siqijKirt an 
these evils will vanish

I'referred business has led to the forfeiture of tin 
ivsiiect and confidence not only of our customers Inc 
of our agents. \Ve have all fell the fkiialty for vio 
filing the principle of equal rating, but have sought 
to mitigate or escape the results of our folly by com 
miling another wrong, that of declaring rates oil 
lliii- Making to make two wrongs produce a right 
The doctrine of competitive rates and its logical se

The l<e|Hirl of Criminal Statistics of themg facts
previous year, 18119, gives the uuinlkr of criminals 
classed as "baptists" as 174 out of 38,710 convictions.
and in iirri the totals given as 183 out oi 41.053 con 
vivrions Now 183 out of 41 653 is actually a lower 
pro|kirtion than 174 out of 38,710, so that, instead of 
the criminal returns showing that "The Itaplisi 
record shows a tendency to increase its criminals," 
the official figures prove the direct contrary.

There i«. however, something incongruous, almost 
revolting, in classifying criminals according to their 
"religion," when their conviction as criminals demon 
si ratal that they w ere jk-rsons not under the influence 
of any religious principle. A Christian church is 
most improjkrly treated when criminals that profess 
allegiance to it arc classified a« its members. In 
Italy, Spam and Austria the Roman Catholic Church 
has to bear the odium of nearly loo per cent, of the 
criminals convicted; in Russia and t'lreecv the Creek 
Church has an equal fate; in Sweden and Norway 
tile Lutheran body lias this discredit, m England the 
Church of England has the reproach of furnishing 
the large majority of criminals. The truth is. that 
am church historically asMkiatcil with the national 
hie of a country, is the IhhIv which is stippiseil to in
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elude the great mas- of the imputation who have no
It has been fre-distinctivv religious convictions 

qiMiitlv declared by gaol chaplains and siqkriiitciid- 
ints that the avowal by criminals of their religious 
belief, as shown by their association with a particular 
church, affords not the «lightest clue to their real 
convierions, or principles, or religious training, for 
ihe great mass of criminals are. or have been, almost 
eiitirelv destitute ol any such moral or mental equip 
ment or protection, or associations. The jiainful 
tin'll is that 95 per cent of convicted criminals never

.


