house whenever ordinary respecta-
bility will permit them to stay away |
they are giving uticrance to this
which they know is a falschood. |
We wonder that it never occurs to |
them to be ashamed of their actions
in this regard.  Weare very familiar |
with the arrogant claim, * I know
what is right, I have no need to go
to church to be told my duty.”
Why can’t the man who utters sucl
a claim see where it leads him?
The one who knows what is right
knows he ought to worship God,
that he ought to go daily into His
presence, and by the side of his
wife or sister or mother, whose more |
sensitive and probably purer soul

his silly scif-pride seems to try to |
condenin, confess in deepest contri- |
tion his sin in neglecting God and |
living only for this world ; or if this |
is a stronger sell-condenmation than
his conscicnee demands, at least
humble himself before God because |
of many a failure to do Him honor, |
andmany a thoughtlessdisobedieace
of His holy will.  Surely arrogance
is not more manly than humility.
Itis very far from being as manly.
But it is not arrogance and sclf-con-
ceit that make most men neglectful
of the worship of God.  Weare sure
of that, for we are sure it is worldli-
ness. It is absorption in business
or other occupations that makes a
man indifierent about his relations
to God and the cultivation of the
divine life that is in him, and often |
makes worship an unintercsting and |
irksome thing to him.  This is no |
more than we expect in the case of |
those who are professedly worldly |
and unspiritual.  But it is not what |
we have a right to expect of men

who are members of Christ’s Church |
by baptism and confirmation. And |
it is a very serious obstacle to |
the progress of the Lord’s kingdom |
i the world that even men who are
communicants in the Church make
apparently no sys ematic attempt to
attend the weck-day services with
any regularity--not even in Lent,
The excuse is the demands of busi-
ness,  If it is sometimes a valid
one, everyone knows that oftener it |
is not, for a little care in adjusting |
one’s work, a little thought in mak- |
ing engagements, a little courage to |
let our associates know that attend-
ance upon church services is regard-
ed as both a pleasure and a duty—

L most of the Lenten services,
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. 5 A |
NESs as men excreise in arranging

much to do would nearly always
enable the busiest of men to attend
What
can any of us expeet but that God
will judge our care for His worship
just in that degree in which we
make effort to be participators in it,

{and will bless us or condemn us

accordingly-—Parish Visttor.

3GoD’'s WISE PROHIBITIONS.

*“THOU SHALT Not."

If you open your Bible, and in
the first chapters of Genesis read
about the creation, you will see that
after God had made the world,
filled it with everything of wonder
and use and beauty, and handed it
over to man to enjoy, he yet fasten-
ed on to that enjoyment this stern
command, “Thou shalt not,” in one
particular, and Lecause man could
not or would not understand its
meaning, and obey, sin came nto
the world, and all its consequences.

From that time forward, in all
the record of God's dealing with

(to do what they really want very |

men, in all His vlans for bettering |

them and drawing them towards
Himself, the expression is constant-
ly used. Of the ten command-

ments written upon the tables of |

stone by God for the guidanc: of
His people, and constituting what
we know as the moral law, no less
than nine contain the injunction
“Thou shalt not.”  And so we find
it in many forms scattered throuzh-
out the teaching of the Bible.
There must be some deep reason
for this. The God who made us
knows what is in us.

the human heart, its weakness, its |

He knows |

| room as in the nuisery.

| in short, a little of just such careful- | hot water, eat noxious things, handle

edge tools, go into dangerous places.
All the activity and watchiulness of
parents or nurses 1s required to pro
tect the child from burong himself,
* Do not do this—do not do that ™
15 the constant and vecessary lan
guage of the nursery.  Nature, with
its steady and certain laws, con-
stantly reinforces the injanctions or
warnings which the child gets. The
burnt or scaldei hand, the cut
finger, the bitter physic which fol-
lows unwise cating or drinking, the
broken arm or the braise which re-
sults from a fall, gradually compel
the chold to see that there s reison
behind the commands he receives
and the restiictions imposed  on
him.

Notice that all this waning is
necessary for the child’s own happi
wess,  As soon as he learns the
simple  laws  of nature, that fire
burns, that knives cut, that tumbles
bruise, he soon begins to find a
world  of happy enjoyments and
pleasures within the limitations im
posed on him. He has learned to
refuse the bad and accept the good.
As the clild grows older the same
great law of discipline must go
on in other ways,  He is as ready,
through ignorance or wilfulne s, to
injure himsel” morally or intelicctu-
ally as the small child was physi
cally.

S0 “Thou shalt not ” must be as
steadily enforced on other lines as
he advances in years, in the school
The boy
must not steal, he must not lie, he
must not be pruf‘mc, he must not

Jindulge natural laziness, he must
| not give way to violent passions or

dangers, and its needs, and if |

“Thou shalt not” is so often re
peated we may be sure it is because
there is need of its repetition. 1
think you will all see, when once it
is put to you, that our own knowl
edge of life helps us to the explana-
tion.

As little children we had to meet
these words, “ Thou shalt not,” at
the very threshold of life. 1In its
ignorance of the physical world and
[ its laws, a little child is ready and
| eager to do a hundred things which
" will do him harm—play with fire or

depraved tas'es.  Nor does the re
striction cease with boyhood. When
we grow up to he men we find that
it is stll the same.  Pick up any

| volume of the Liws by which we are

|

governed, and everywlicre you will
find regu'ations definine what people
shall not do.  They must not tres-
pass on the rights of others, they
must not injurc their neighbors, they
must rot do what harms the com-
munity.  The “Thou shalt not " of
these laws is enforced by a whole
body of police or constables, by
magistrates and judges, backed up
by all the force of the community.
It is the weapon with which society
finds it necessary to guard itself




