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Questions and Answers
B/ th£ KUITOR

1. 1 have lately been using some Hoff
man frames. I find they have some good 
qualities and many unsatisfactory ones. 
Could you tell me of a good frame ; some
thing of the same size as the Hoffman ; a 
good, sti >ng top-bar and a staple spacing, 
as I cannot uphold the self-spacing. I 
want to get a good, strong staple-spa.ed 
frame.

2. When is the best time to make nu
clei for increase and dispense with swarm
ing

3. What is your opinion as regards 
buckwheat honey for wintering lees.

4. What sze of a hive do you advocate 
for best wintering.

E. T.

1. Dealers in Bee-Keepers supplies will 
furnish you with a stapled frame as good 
and as strong as that of the Hoffman, oos- 
sessing all of its good points and eliminat- 
ign its weak ones.

2. Make nuclei just after the honey flow 
has opened up well.

3. Buckwheat honey is good for winter 
food.

4. This is a very much disputed ques
tion. We would say, however, that you 
will be safe with the eight, nine or ten 
frame. Some few favor a twelve frame 
hive. They may be right, but with out- 
present light upon the subject we could 
not conscientiously recommend it.—Ed.

* * *

Foul Brood.
William McEvoy :

Sir,—As your name appears in the Can
adian Bee Journal as an auihot ity on Am
erican Foul Brood, and as I have it in 
my apiary, I would like to ask a few 
questions.

1. Will dry extracted combs that have 
been on foul brood colonies, and which 
have been exposed to the severity of the

weather in an out shed all winter be safe 
to use again in the brood chamber!

2. Will queens from foul brood col
onies be safe to transfer to healthy col
onies.

3. Will wax made from foul brood 
combs be safe to use as foundation in 
brood chambers!

4. Will wax made from burr combs 
and cappings rront honey supers ou foul 
brood colonies be safe to use us founda
tion in brood chambers.

K. O.
Answers.

1. If your extracting combs never had 
any foul brood cells in them they will be 
perfectly safe to use in any brood cham
ber after the bees in foul brood colonies 
have cleaned the honey out of the>e. 
When foul brood matter is drying down it 
glues itself fast to the bottom and lower 
side wall of the cells, and there it will re
main as long as the comb lasts, and no 
exposure to cold will ever make combs 
with such cells fit to use again, bee. use 
as soon as the bees store honey in colls 
that contain the crust of foul brood the 
honey in such cells becomes diseased and 
as soon as the honey is taken out of these 
corrupt cells and fed to the brood it will 
give it the disease and this is how foul 
brood is spread.

I have always saved all the combs in 
every diseased apiary except the combs 
that contained foul brood cells. By turn
ing my back to the sun and holding the 
comb on a slant so that the sun could 
shine right down into the cells I could at 
a glance tell the crust left from foul brood 
if there was any there and if none was 
seen all such combs were saved.

2. Yes; queens themselves fiom loul 
brood colonies are perfectly safe to trans
fer to any healthy colon, but you must 
introduce her all alone in a cage by her 
self. I have taken very many queen out 
of foul brody colonies all over the pro 
vince and brought them home and intro 
duced them into my own colonies. These


