
11 tyju- of UrnvVr- rcivivulrt in the hoary \rMl uiid in the

UiiVrt yet to ooinc.

When our aiiccrttorH groiuu'd under the tyranny of

the Eu'vptiaiis, to look forwunl to delivorunee floemed

to he hoi.ing ugaiuHt hope. And yet even it' at one

time they <lid douht the accMinicy ot the ghvd titlingH

tliat (U'liveraneo was actually at liand, they never

ubaiidoiifd hope in itn ultimate aceompliishmcnt. In

the reiriilar reeurrenee of nature'^ weasona they hehcld

a literal tultiltnent of the DivinepromiHC to Noah that

while the earth hwted harveHt should follow eeed-tinie

and heat follow cold, that summer and winter and

day atid nij^ht whould not ceane ; and by this regular

recurrence of light after nhadow, of life after apparent

death, they were confirmed in the taith which impell-

ed theiu to believe that the God wIjo had promised to

deliver them would fulfil His word x;ven as He redeem-

ed the promise made to Noah.

To us who live thirty two centuries hiter, with what

additional significance is nature's revival fraught!

We have seen all the jwwer and ingenuity of man ex-

ercised since the destruction of tl»e Temple to effect

our extermination. But as nature simply sleeps dur-

ing %vint»!r to burst forth into all the splendor of spring,

80 has out nation merely slept during the long winter

of its dispersion, bearing within it, even as it did at

the time of the Egyptian bondage, those germs of

national life wliich but await the fiat of the Almighty

to break forth into all the glory of revived nationality.

To emphasize a fact upon which we have repeat-

edly dwelt, Israel, the smallest and least powerful of

ancient nations lives to celebrate this the 3212th. an-

niversary of its birth, while all the mighty empires of

antiquity, without exception, have been swept off the

world's \'tage by the relentless hand of time. In this

miraculous circumstance (for it is in very truth the

miracle of miracles) not only have we irrefutable testi-


