
lie sent ment declared against Interference
with Manitoba. Then the Govcrunifut
went down to Montreal Centre jiiid tested
public sentiment there. But did public
sentiment endorse the leRl.slatlon thcv i.ni-
pose to-day V No, Sir, but the candidnte
who was put up to oppose tluMii now siism this House in oi)positIou to the (Jovern-
nient. Then they tested public sentiin.^nt
in Jacques Cnrtier, and met with the same
response. Look also at the result of their ef-
forts in VercliSres. In faet, in almost everv
constituency where tliey have tested duMi'c
sentiment, up to ilie present time, thevhave been defeated. Tiiey went ,[o\vn toCape Breton to elect the lion. Sccretarv of
State and by a herculean <>lfort. by diiu of
exerclsinj,' all the ])ower they could biinff
to bear, they did manufacture sullicient pub-
lic sentiment to endorse tlieir present course.
But I say there are many men of in-
telllsanco to-day who, as I read iu the pub-
lic press, are observing' the si;;ns of ijie
times as indicated iu the way we judsv pub-
lic sentiment, and wlio have come to the
conclusion that tlie voice of the coiumy
is as-'iiust the (Jovei'ument in this atiemii't
to lutcrfero Avith tlie riglits of Maniicb.i.
There is no mis-talviiiK it. and if lion, ueu-
tlemen coi litutiug tlie Government do not
believe it io-da.v, a time will come when
they will recognize it, -wlieu at the elections
the people will speak with a voice so strong
that they cannot misunderstand It, and m.mv
members wlio a<)\v fail to recogui/.e th;i't

voice, as indicated by public seniimei't, will
be left in the minorily after the voles have
been counted, and they m'iII then rece:;;ii/e
thiit they misiijulerstood public sentinii nt
and acted contrary to it.

I

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left ihe
Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. Sl'ROUIitl. Mr. Speaker, in continu-
ing the debate uu tins most important .-ub-
jecl, I may refer for a few seconds to the
portion of it under consideration when vou
left the Chair at six o'clock. I was eudm-
vouriug to give thou what, according to my
judgment, was public opinion and public
seutiment on this measure, and how far they
were In accord with the action of the Ciov-
erumeut iu dealing with this most import- 1

ant measure. There is no doubt that no ques-
tiou which iias engaged the attention of Par-

1

liament for a great many years iu tliis
country is regarded as of as mucli Import-

'

ance as the one before the House to-
day. On tins question above all others, you
might naturally look to the press of the
country for au exposIt?on of public sentiment,
and also as manifested by public gatherings,
through church assemblies and similar chan-
nels. I -\\ub endeavouring to show that If
we examine the press of the country there
can be no mistake as to what public senti-
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lent is, because while the press supporting
he t.oyernment iu u.eir policy, their Na-

tional 1 olicy, their measures rehitiug tu the
fast steanislup line and the development of
trade, am on almost every other lin.- of
policy which lias been under consideratinu
(iuniig the hist lifteen or sixteen vears, those
.louruals have be, n notably silent as regards
say ng anything endorsing the nieasuie nowunder tlic consideraliou of the House (in
he contrary, tliere is scarcely a Conserva-
tive paper in the country Imt has given .,utsome discordant sound, some note of warn-
ing, some sugu'esliei, wl,i,.|, „:i-lii .i.duce
tlie (.overnmeiit to al>,in,hm wlii'tvery inanv
regard as an Insane course they are foi-
iinniig at tlie present time and desist ffoin

'"riV.'lf
^" ''"'''' "'" *'' "ii'villing province

a Bill that will talte away rights that everv
province has heiviofuic eiii.)vcd, wliicli the
l)rovin.x> of Manitoba has luTetotore eniov-
ed, and whicli in tli<; opinion of the lai-e
iii.'i.iority of the people it sliould enjov 7a
lie lutute. So far as my .bidmnent p,es,

tliero can be no mistake as to what public
"Piniot, i.s. Then if tin- (Jovernmeiit aivniuiung counter to public- opinjou and there-
»y lose the siii.p,,it of tiieir own fneiuls.
they y liould not bhune tlieir friends, lait
rather Idanie their own blindness that leadsthem in a chanmd whicli compels tlieir
1 1 lends to desert tliem.

^^ll_y do 1 oi)pose this Kill at file present
time .' I oppose it liecause ir is makim.- a
serious mroad on principles wliich have l.een
heivtotore regarded .-,« sound. What are

'

tliose principles V This Bill is interfering
in t,!e iirst place, with tlie rights „i' die
province. There is no one who Is acquainted
Mith the history of Canada and has wiilched
closely allairs during tlie last twelve or lif-
teeu years who failed to regard with a" good
deal ot su.spicion anything that raises the
question of provincial riglits or c;uises autJi-gonism between any province and the Fede-
ral Government, because we have had sev-
eral tights in this country on tliat line,and the lesson taught is to avoid in future
lis much as iiossible any interference with

;

the rights ot tlie provinces. Onlv a few
i

years ago we had a very great struirgle on
i '?!m7'",^?''^'

''"'"^- '^ occurring on the St^ienms
,

Bill. 1 wo or tliree enactments were passed
,

by he proviucijil legislature. Tliey were
ihsallowed by the Dominion Government on
tlie (luestion as to the right of a province
to control streams within its own territo-
ries. What was the result ? When the
question Avas taken to the courts the lii-h-
est court of the Empire decided agaiust
tlio Dominion. In the meantime a V(>rv
strong feeling had been aroused. The agita-
tion that had been carried on against the
Dominion Government for interfering with
what a great many regarde<l as the rights
of the provincP Jind created a feeling of
anbigouism against the Dominion Govern-
ment, which tlireatened to be verv serious.
But for the fact that the highest court


