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CIVILIZATION OF CHALD/EO-ASSYRIA.
Interest in Assyrian and Chaldsean history was awakened in the9th century by the discoveries of Sir Henry Layard, an English traveler and

diplomatist. It appears from his excavations that the architecture of the Chald^ans and Assyrians was exclusively of brick. Hence heaps of shapeless ruins
are all that rema.n of their structures, as opposed to the still existing massive
stone remains of ancient Egypt. In the immense mounds, scattered here and
tljere below Babylon, may still be traced, however, the original form of the
rhaldaean ti-mides.

The temples ^vere immense circular cones ascended by an external spiral
Stan-case, on the summit of which the priests made their astronomic ob«Jrva
toons and offered sacrifices. The bricks of these structures are stamped with
the names of the reigning kings.

The Chaldsean writing is known as cunoifornj (wedge-shaped), because


