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and held in fear by all the warrion. He said he had
captured a small child, stepping forward and parting
the blanket enough for them to see her in his arms,
and adding that he meant to take her home to his
own wigwam as a present to his squaw. If the latter
did not want her, he would put her out of the way, or
hold her for ransom.

Had the new-comers possessed the courage, they
might have asked Red Feather some troublesome
questions, but they feared to rouse his anger.

He tried to keep their attention away from the
other shore

; but just then the glare from the burning
buildings became so bright that he failed, and not
only was Saladin observed making his way to that
bank, but Melville was discovered as he rose to his
feet

Red Feather affected great surprise at the dis-
coveiy, and offered no objection when Ihe three
Sioux set out to capture the lad and his valuable
animal

In the presence of these warriors Red Feather was
his old, domineering, ugly self He spoke sharply,
and finally ordered one of the horsemen to dismount
and give up his animal. He offered no theory to
account for the appearance of the boy on the other
shore, or for the singular fact that he was on foot him-
self.

The promptness wife which his order was obeyed
would have been amusing under other circumstances.


