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The ok) gentleman thought that two handsomer or finer

young fellows could scarcely stand side by side than those to
whom he looked with so much pleasure. Suffering his eyes
to rest upon them, for a short tune in silence, he said, while
he seated himself at his desk:

" I wish to see you friends—close and firm friends—and
if I thought you otherwise, I should hesitate in what I am
aUut to say. Frank, look here I Mr. Nickleby, will you
comr on the other side?

"

The young men stepped up on either hand of brother
Charles, who produced a paper from his desk, and unfolded
it.

" This," he said, " is a copy of the will of Madeline's
maternal grandfather, bequeathing her the sum of twelve
thousand pounds, payable either upon her coming of age or
marrying. It would appear that this gentleman, angry with
her (his only relation) because she would not put herself
under his protection, and detach herself from the society of
her father, in compliance with his repeated overtures, made
a will leaving this property (which was all he possessed) to
a charitable institution. He would seem to have repented
this determination, however, for, three weeks afterwards,
and in the same month, he executed this. By some fraud,
it was abstracted immediately after his decease, and the
other—the only will found—was proved and administered.
Friendly negotiations, which have only just now terminated,
have been proceeding since this instrument came into our
hands, and, as there is no doubt of its authenticity, and the
witnesses have been discovered (after some trouble), the
money has been refunded. Madeline has therefore obtained
her right, and is, or will be when either of the contingencies
which I have mentioned has arisen, mistress of this fortune.
You understand me.?

"

Frank replied in the affirmative. Nicholas, who could not
trust himself to speak lest his voice should be heard to falter,

bowed his head.
" Now, Frank," said the old gentleman, " you were the

immediate means of recovering this deed. "Die fortune is

but a small one; but we love Madeline; and such as it is,

we would rather see you allied to her with that, than to any
other giri we know who has three times the money. Will
you become a suitor to her for her hand ?

"


