
METHODS OF HANDUNG BASKET FRUITS.

The rlimax bfttlrct ii u«ed largely throughout the fruit ragioni of the northtostern

•wrt of the continent in nurketinff summer or tender fruit*. In Canada the O-quart

cliinnx baiket i* 4} inches deep, ISJ by 7 inche* at the top. and 13} by 5] inches nt

th)' bottom, hold* from 6 to 10 pound* of fruit, and t. u.ed lartrely for di<tiuit tliip-

nwiit* of cherrie*. gooseberrie*, currant*, plum*, i)ea.«, .vache*. and grape*. The

ll-i|uart climax basket i« 5] inches deep, isj by « inches «t the top. and ltl| by 6J

tnchc* at the bottom, contain* from 13 to 20 |iound<t of fruit, and i* u»ed with *hip-

mtiit* of cherries, plums, poaclu's. tomatocit, vcKetnble^ pear*, oiid apples. Larger

baiiket*, 15-quBrt and 10-quart in »ixc, are u»ed for cantaloupes; smnller ba*kets,

4-<|unrt in size, are *ometimes u-cil with plums and irrnpr*.

The clininx basket* hove muny advantages as well ns disodvantoges. The firmer

may be fiinime«l up in cheapness, simplicity in packing, reduction in handling

between picking and packing, exhibition of fruit when offered for snle and eose with

which customer* moy corr>- away a purchase. Their di*iidvantnge« include fragility,

with severe breoknge. pilfernge and loss in shipment, difficulty in making attroctivo

pack*, poor prnteftion to fruit contained with resulting bruises and injuries, diffi-

culty of handling in large quantities and difficulty in satisfactory carloading.

When the Dominion Preconling ond Exp«>rimental Fruit Stnroge Warehouse at

Orimsby wns put in operation in 1014, it wos necessary to meet the lost two problems,

since the fruit to be received for shipment in the Kingarn district i* pocked in

boskets, and the old practice of carrying baskets from the growers' droys and stack-

ing had to be supplanted by imtirovcd methods. The foct thot in precooling, the

fruit paekoges must be held up o space from the floor to give the cold air a chance to

circulate throughout the fruit, and the task of receiving and shipping several thous-

ond baskets daily, keeping different snipper?' stocks of the verious kinds and grade*

of fruit separate, made this need of improvement imperative. The purpose of tliii

circular is to show how these conditions were met and to describe the solution of

the 'ifficultiea.

Four 8wi^ ieel Trnoki.

By using several types of four-wheeled slotted-platform truck*, their merits

were combined in o composite which produced the plotform truck with four swivel

costors shown in our illustrations and the diagrams 1 and 2 on page 9. To accoiii-

mc 'nte both ll-quort and 0-(iuart baskets and various other fruit puekoges efficiently,

ond still retoin o siie convenient for pa.ssing through corridors anvl t1.«)rs, a length

of 5 feet 6 inches and a width of .3 feet 2 inches was adopted as standard for the

jilatform proper. Tlie end racks extend out about 1 inch from the eiitl of the plat-

form, are made from 1-inch gas pipe, and are 2 feet, li inches higher than the sur-

face of the platform. They are securely bracketed to the body of the truck, so a*

to give sufficient strength for handling loads.

The platform is made from eight birch st ,}s 2} inches wide by I inch tliiok.

and two outside strips 41 inches wide by 5 i'^h thick, spaced U inches aport, and

supported on o birch frame mnde from li by 5-inch mat' ial, ha-ing four cross betl-

pieces of the same material.

The importance of having four swivel wheels, or castors, has been made apparent

nt all times, since in L idling from one to six carloods of fruit per doy, it is ncccs-
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