
[the action of tlip salts in the water, enable tlu-ni to rcailily

easily eject foreign and poisonoiiw matters from the system.

KVIDKN'CKS OK OltKilX.

From the eiiormi>us (luanfities of (' stored up in coal hods

and the Cretaceous rocks, it has been inferred tiiat the primitive

atmosphere was very rich in carbon, that larjic volumes mu-t
have JK'en dissolved by the tirst fluid " Ma<ima " and remain
there today. .Vs lonjr aj;o as lS(i(! and 1S77, IJerthelot and
MeiidelietT sujijiested probable carbides ami pmbable frcncration

ihen'from of hvdrocarbons.

In the Archaean rocks if hifrhly carboniferous gneiss is fo\ind

in crevices, which it was fornu'rly sufrirc'sted mijiht l)c the fussil-

ized remains of tla- earliest orfianisms, iind iicnce termed
'• Ko/.oon " (dawn of life), ft has Ik-cu shown -inat this car-

biiiiferoiis material in far more likely to Ik- an ent'ination from
the hifrhly carbonized niaiima, which has oozed n|> throuirh the

igneous rocks and forced itself into crevices in the Arduean
rocks, further evidenced in the ''i)euniatite dykes in granite and
gabros.

The Association of Pyrites 'with th«se graj)hitic deposits is

freijuently noticed, and it has been shown that this association

of carlx)n and snip' -.r is constantlv encountered in igneous forni-

ati<m and has been noticed in meteorites.

^fany Wonderful evidences of what might be termed naturally

partly piiriried carbonaceous products have been met with in

various drillinsr operaticnn into the Paleozoic rocks, affording

substances similar to ''Ozokerite, a natural earth wax occurring

in Gtalicia and Koumania. One sample, yellow in color, ob-

tained at Little Ochiltre, afforded on analysis V S4.:;.'>, TT 12.8.'5,

X l.tiS. with traces of sulphur.

The accounts given by survivors of the violent volcanic

Prnpti(ms, such as devasted ^fartinifpie, in 1!)()2, describe enor-

mous volumes of flame, onlv attributable to gaseous hydrocar-

l)ons, confirmed by the •'zonel'ke map of charred nature left be-

hind. Besides which, var. \mnles of gases evolved from
volcanic sources have Wn V: .-ted and examined, affording
successively HCl. Chlorides, SO,, H^O, finally CO^, and
hydrocarbons. Siemens, in 1878, being led to the conclusion
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