
HjjlZ

y

SPEECH BY SIR RICHARD McBRIDE

IN MOVING THE SECOND READING
OF

The Pacific Great Eastern Bill

Mr. Speaker, In risins to move the

secnnJ ro:i<iing of the hill "lOW hefore

I'arlimiicnt. I desire to make a few
hrlef ex|)lnnatloiis, first respecting the

new mihnfje proposed to he aided, and
next ill reaard to the additional guar-

antee to he provided for the tirst section

of the road hetween Nortli Vancouver
and Fort (Jeorye.

Had I heen in a jiosition two years
ago to anticipate the increased cost ot

cunstruction as well as the money
sti inyency, I miyht have been able tn

advise Parllameiit better with regard
to tlie guarantee lirst arrangeil. Kaillns
that, however, and louniiiig upon a

continuance of normal conditions, the
bill as enacted two years aiio was the
best under the circumstances the
Proviniial Government could submit.

I am fortunate in being able to say
that, despite tlie unlooked for con-
ditions, the company behind this project

has been most active in its operations
and tlint no time has been lost In

procee'ling with tlifc business ot con-

struction in a most substantial way.
The route of the I'aciflc Great

Eastern is one which for years past

has been the subject of a great deal

of Investigation as well as considerable

controversy. Several charters have
been i.«s led for standard yuaijo railways
throug'i the section of country
pre>>'iuly to be traversed by this line.

Hon. 'Ill able :;entlemen may recaK, with
little or no difficulty, the fact that not

only Federal but Provincial charters

have been issued for the past twenty-

five years Itearini? upon a section of

Hrilish Columbia that will be opened

up by the construction of the Pacilie

Great Eastern. But it was not until a

local syndicate, the Howe Sound &
I'emlierton Meadows llailway Company,
(ommenced the construction of a small
iiiilijge some five years ago that the
.suhjict of railway buildini,' to tlie

Interior from Vancouver liy way of
S(iuainLsh became a live issue. Tlien
it w.is throuah the intlueiice and
courage exlilbited l>y some prominent
Vancouver people that a considerable
expenditure of money was made upon
construction from the head of Howe
.Sound towards the Interior in the

bulldini,' of a small mileage of standard
f;'iage track. After the construction

liad proceeded a few miles, two branch
lines were built to accelerate the

lumber industry in the district, but

witli the exception of these works
nothin'.r more was carried nut.

We found, as a Government, when
we api)roached the project involved in

the Parific Great Esstern that there

were many and difficult complications
ahead because of the numerous I'Vderal

and Provincial charters outstanding.

There was the Vancouver, Westminster
& Yukon charters, which carried with
it the Federal subvention for a mileage
of upwards of ITifl miles with surveys
thrnucrh to Fort Geoiee. There was
'<o the Jlowe Sound & Pemberton
-.endows Company, and other corpora-

tions as wtdl, seeking rights and
rhart( rs for tlie .'^ame ground.

There was no intention on the part

of the Province to injure any hgiti-

mate investments made in .ailway
r. instruction in this portion of the
country, b.it there was ,alwa>"s the

di'tei inination on the part of the

Oivirnment that from the moment we
might attack thi; enterprise "e should

mM&samlu»mtt^*&'^ii.-.


