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clear meaning to those who know the Empire's history.
But it is witli this spirit, as much as with the material
resources of the Empire, that the German ideal is at war.
At the present moment, whilst the mouthpieces of tlie
German Government have no terms strong enough to
express their hatred and contempt of the English national
character, they cover with clumsy flattery the Americans,
who represent, no less than the English, the qualities
which the Germans resent. The German governing classes
helieve that there is no possibility of a strong, efficient
government under democracy. But democracy is. r,f

course, flesh or the flesh and bone of the bone of the
English-speaking peoples throughout the world. Again,
the individualism, which is everywhere the characteristic
of the race—even where, as in Australasia, in some direc-
tions State-socialism prevails— is anathema to the German
miiKl. What discipline and regulations have done alike
for German knowledge and German trade, we may freely
acknowledge; but let us not forget that the gain' is won
at the loss of much which we hold most dear.

Still, it may be said, at least in the Dominions, which
do not come into immediate contact with Germany, the
German spirit is not our spirit and German ideals are
not ours

;
but may we not each continue in our respec-

tive course without necessarily coming into conflict ? To
this the answer is that 'he German ideal is not content
to reign in the abstract theories of German historians
and philosophers. It claims to make good its position
in the active life of world-politics. Already far-seeing
Americans have recognized that, were Germany to come
out victorious from the present war, it would probably
become necessary for the United States to alter its whole
manner of living, and, by means of a strong fleet and
a powerful army, to prevent the possibilitv of attack by
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