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were landed on Sable Island, while their companions 
went to explore the neighbouring coasts. But the ships 
were driven back to France by terrible storms, La 
Roche was cast into prison by bis enemies, and for five 
years the wretched exiles were left on their lonely island. 
They lived on wild cattle and berries. But they quarrelled 
and fought with one another, and when a ship was sent 
to rescue them, all but twelve had died or been killed. 
These twelve were taken before the king in their shaggy 
garments of fur, and in pity for their sufferings he 
pardoned all their offences, and gave them money to 
start in the fur trade.
Discoveries In tile meantime explorers made their way 
In the West. roum| Cape Horn, and the Spaniards took 
possession of Mexico and California. In 1578 Sir 
Francis Drake, an Englishman, followed them into the 
Pacific Ocean, doing their towns and ships as much 
damage as he could, lie sailed northward along the 
west coast of America, claiming it for Elizabeth, but it 
is uncertain bow far he went. Fourteen years afterwards 
Juan de Fuca, a Greek in the service of the Spaniards, 
visited the coast of what is now British Columbia ; but 
for nearly two hundred years little was learned about 
that country
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