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in Germany during the past week. The excuse that Tunisia .is not decisive

cannot avoid the implication that the next attacks will be made nearer ho-me,:,
* the war will be decided by what happens in the centre and not on the rim.
The admixture of encouragement and warning has been quite indiscriminate;
D.N.B. argued that the question was not whether the Allies wished to mvade
Europe or not; they must do so, if they hoped to turn the fortunes of war in
their favour. * Tge initiative is not by any means entirely in the enemy’s
hands.”” The publicity given to the Atlantic Wall has this week reached its

ak. In distributing awards to engineers and builders Speer claimed that this

astion of the-homeland was ‘‘ one of the proudest creations of German building.
The defences of Southern Furope were also claimed to be very strong; there was
now ‘‘ no soft under-belly >’ to the Axis. Broadcasters on this theme emphasu}ed
that the Mediterranean was broader and deeper than the Channel; the Allied
steed might well hesitate before the water-jump. And finally emphasis was laid
on the determination of the defence forces: Gierman troops would defend every
inch of Italy as if it were their own country. Yet the available evidence su gests
that German troops have so far been sent to the Balkans rather than to taly.
In the midst of this mass of reassurance a realistic note was sounded by
Sertorius, who warned the public not to hope for any long pause before the next
move : Germans must not think that the enemy would take long to rest or regroup
his forces; ‘‘ a week at the outside’’ was necessary to restore the full fighting
stren’%th of the three Allied armies in Africa.
his preoccupation and suspense 1s evident too in the absence of discussion

about what is happening on other fronts. Comment on U-boats and sea-warfare
is this week notaﬁfy absent, nor has much been said about air-raids, apart from
continuing the propaganda line of emphasising the cost of the raids to the Allies
in men and machines. The German communiqué of the 17th reported Royal Air
Force attacks ‘‘ by weak forces’’ on two dams only, but ‘‘ heavy casualties”’
among civilians due to the flooding. The Russian front has supplied some news;
it appears there is now hard fighting reported from at least three sectors of the
huge Eastern Front, and some apprehension has been expressed arding the
possible developments. Sertorius, broadcasting on the 10th, warnegeﬁis listeners
that the whole length of the Eastern Front was in a condition allowing of 1
scale operations, and that the Soviets might commence a big offensive at any
moment. Supporting the fourth appeal of the German Red Cross, Hitler said
nothing to brighten this picture, but repeated that the German Army in the East
had overcome a crisis which would have broken any other army in the world.
Despite its many trials, the Home Front must not forget the soldiers, whose
sufferings are beyond all comparison even with what raids can bring.

The trials of the Home Front are many and varied, and this week brings
evidence of those connected with war-production. Official speakers have been on
the whole optimistic in their assessments o
power. Reichsminister Funk, addressing a conference of the Reich Economic
Chamber and the Gau Economic Chambers, stated that redirection of labour and
the closing-down campaign had together brought over a million new workers into
war industry, and that the closing-down measure had released 30,000 of these—
a very modest figure compared with Transocean’s estimate early this year of a
possible 300,000. Sauckel told an audience
man-power at the disposal of the Axis powers was superior to that of Great
Britain and the United States. For some time past the foreign workers in
Germany have been a somewhat intractable problem, both as regards numbers and
treatment. _
sensitive point in labour management. D.N.B. emphasised that the import
of foreign labour cannot in any sense be termed slave traffic, that Germany
has no reason to fear enquiry into the position and that feeding and
conditions must be good, or production would have suffered. As to the qua%ity of
much of the work done, various local sources express disappointment, especially
at the quality and reliability of workers sent from western Europe. One leading
German newspaper remarked recently that the whole question of ** labour
needs reconsidering ‘‘ from the point of view of quality.” One reason for this
must be the extreme youth of many recruits to industry no less than to-the armed
forces. Boys of 16 act as overseers of foreign workers in factories, 15-year-olds
are employed in° Army Services behind the lines, and there is a report which
however, is so far unconfirmed, that the 1926 age group has been called up for
military service.

- Himmler’s visit to Austria confirms the facts
last week. In Carinthia, the scene of the rec
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i i the Reich could
| ** which had to be purged from that region before
(:}gl:grmits ‘v‘vpeace of mind,”pang his presence in Vienna was connected b h(::[;:
report with increasing local dis;cont;c;xlt_amOI_l%l the ?orkersdofi'v tbliﬁsd?it;tl:itl;uted e
ntly been trouble in Leipzig with posters and la 3t n
lslg-ze‘:fmpgks and through the post beam}rllg eltther the single zzgrgnnglggggrin
ase: ‘‘Be no Hitler-slave.’”” The rationing measu 10unc
?}l;i:hgu;h:mry last week appear to have displaced both Aftrlcf;, &ngaglfr:‘g:ltﬁ) 122
in topic of conversation. The plea that it 1s importan ;
(til:)(;sn:laoltﬁseegl to have carried much conviction. 1_(Qne paper urges housewives to.
hat the last year of the last war was like. : {
remeﬁbgvra: announced garly this month that a number of German bishops havi
been called to Rome for consultation, and sir_llelehthen_the ipg:oxwlga:g:lgn
i mporta )
conference of the German bishops at Fulda will have im el el
i i i i tween Catholic and Evangelica _
its agenda, including relations be o Mg 5 ) g
Germany, the trials of people in bombed cities ¥ confl)l N wE:h 1;1ece}1:!;
' ' daily paper stressed the
to increase the birth-rate. A Conservative .
?Itﬁtemrftz;ice olf measures to protect the biological strength of tge nation, Whireg:
thém Schwarze Korps sfated outright that ‘‘unfruitful marriages mus
dissolved, and dissolved quickly.” :

CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

o the i in hi the Pilsen
ding to the signal given by Moravec in his comments on t
raid I(%)gsg:: 1161;, April (sge Su%zmaqbe% 1*-13), tt‘hihPrﬁsgf:gaﬁ dP:ﬁ:sh};r‘;‘:)c breizl;
fulminating loudly against the cruel barbarity of the - b Ll
hs. The general tone is that ‘* while the Germans have _
(t,)lfu:tlzl %Ez‘::hsoghglfleg lsive a(;gefully in health and in civilised order,B B;‘tl_tlﬁh _[;(l)l;l)t,s}
have killed some Czechs. The Germans give us bread, the fl‘l is 1 (l)f %
Thousands of people, according to the Czech Press, attended the funera
victims, who, according to the same source, numbered eleven. G
Pilsen was again eavily raided b¥1 the Royal Air Force on the Iﬁlgd ok e
13th-14th May. a%)etailed reports of this latest raid are not yet to han (
itted.
s lxtns:wftrecbreeeﬁigg n;l:h:me for Czech workers, on a much larger scale ;ilgzg
last vear, was due to be inaugurated on the 17th May. It is bem%_ Or:gczntres
by thlcra National Trade Union Centre, WhiChB};is pl_‘epar(i;i ;,El;uz;);) ;g::(]l) lt,(()) iz 4
"and country resorts throughout Bohemia an
g(g ggoasw::'lkers witlll'ya week’s holiday during the sprm%):nd summeé'. s
" The potato ration in the Protectorate has now been reduce ho e
"2} kil p}())er person weekly. The official explanation for this is the grea
availﬁll).l llg);.l?f gglﬁ?;igige&l;&s.of the Press Department of the Germgnl_Fore(iigg
Office, was in Bratislava last week for a visit of several days. Hef, t,f] l\(f;lie .
lecture in the university on the llth_N{ay, %lzillngth:: %‘Tﬁﬁ) ;eerSlSOl];v(;k s ehe s% o
laining the principles of the New L 1 ia, ;
Ofasthih:arﬁrzrtldset:gemt?; l;ge inslt,)itut,ed on these principles. l{n %Pt'a(ild;%ssz i ;,3
5 nalists the following day, Dr. Schmidt emphasised the hig p’(l)‘ 1k1ca s
J?l'r rnalists under the New Order. During the ylslt-Pf?m.ler uka prg:e e
ﬁiniozlvith the Cross of Prince Pribina in recognition of his great merits a
i tate and nation.
SeerI(){e:rﬁl;gf;e (lie;?i::l eofS ltcl);aal({}gn?lan Party in Slovakia, made a shar s_zttt:;ack 1::
he end of April on Germans who shirked their duty and who ** wrong ﬁ 13) erxrr)oid
v ti volunteering.”” All possible devices, he said, were use ; alt‘3
i ml'ltl(l) the S.S. at the front, and Karmasin ended by warning de %u_ nrs
sie]r\;wg (‘g'lones are removed in every beehive.” A week later it wasSoS cially
- unced that numerous volunteers had left Slovakia for the llllfage;z)- L
a'nnOSeveml Slovak newspapers announce éhﬁt ineaﬁs(l)u;f:dhf%\;; 3 c?a i
i Z < r School w L 8€ y
b itguder;(t;s grguz%m&ﬁhfgﬁ?ggd Pan-Slay activities. Sm;ﬂal(*l circles
(})lg%all]):;i 1t(e:ant.ablished in other towns, according to Gardista, which also declare
g organisel‘sdv?ilr:tb:hpetlg;e‘g; JSGi:)v\?é,k air-line, which is to operate three

ti It vivze]il:]);v f,ip(’{htﬁ route PreSov (East Slovakia)-Bratislava-Vienna, was
imes ! -

formally opened on the 15th May.
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