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~ Warm-hearted and amusing but

Conrack offers human relations without sting

Conrack is a gently amusing film,
but has an annoying habit of pulling all
its punches.

Pat Conroy, a hip white teacher, is

1 me assigned to a small island off the coast

of South Carolina to teach a class of

semi-illiterate black kids. Before long
he meets a madman with a blind
hatred for white men, and learns that
the woman principal of his school
hates his guts.

So far, so good, and a chance for
some conflict. But the kids turn out to
be as homogenized and agreeable as
the Trapp Family singers; the mad-
man (Paul Winfield, from Sounder)
offers Conroy bootleg whiskey in
exchange for readin’ and writin’

lessons; and even the woman prin-
cipal eventually melts.

When, in one of the film’s most
grabbing sequences,  a child is pulled
out of the water during a fishing
junket, the incident merely provides
Conroy with an excuse to teach the
kids how to swim.

The class is dumbly cute, mis-
pronouncing the teacher’s name as
Conrack, and following him so willing-
ly on impromptu nature tours that you

half expect them to sing Do Re Mi. It’s
too facile to call Conrack a reverse To
Sir With Love, but it’s worth noting
that Conrack doesn’t even have the in-
itial teacher-student conflict of that
film. .

Conrack is based on the
autobiography of a real Pat Conroy,
and on that level the film is quite
enjoyable. Jon Voigt, as Conroy, turns
in an energetic and lusty performance,
and his rapport with the kids gives the

C Sight and Sound ]

Woody Allen plays it again, Sam

Woody Allen watches Casablanca until it comes out of his libido. Winters
screens Play It Again, Sam, a hilarious comedy, Friday and Sunday at 8 p.m. in
Curtis LH-I, for $1.25 general, $1 Winters. Allen, as a timid movie buff tutored in
his fantasies by the shade of Humphrey Bogart, tries miserably to seduce a
series of blind dates after his wife leaves him. Diane Keaton, seen in Sleeper, is
= one of the dates.

Midnight Cowboy rides in Bethune

As the strains of a harmonica fade away, Jon Voigt hits the big town of New

York in Midnight Cowboy. New York hits

back. Dustin Hoffman plays Ratso

Ritso (“‘don’t call me Ratso”’) and John (Darling) Schlesinger directs, at 8:30
p.m. Saturday and Sunday in Curtis LH-L, for $1.25 general, $1 for Bethune

students. And next Thursday at 2 p.m. for $1.25 in Curtis
presents, due to popular demand, A Clockwork Orange.

LH-L, Bethune

Snakes, streaks in Apple Tree

The Apple Tree, a one act musical comedy,
Masquers this Friday and Saturday in Stong

is being presented by the York
Theatre at 8:30 p.m., for $1 for

students and $1.50 general. The play is a complete rip-off from Genesis, com-
plete with music, dancing and a mini streak act. The audience becomes involved
with conflicts which arise from the meeting of man and woman. ““If ‘tear jerker’
musical comedies are your schtick,” write the Masquers, ‘‘forget that essay that
was due last week and come to see The Apple Tree.” Tickets are on sale daily in
the Stong cafeteria. Call 667-3635 for further info.

Gamble with a dog
raked in the receipts

After years of directing rough pic-
tures like The Sound and the Fury,
Hud, The Brotherhood and The Molly
Maguires, Martin Ritt decided to gam-
ble on a tiny, warm-hearted family
picture about a black sharecropper
family and their dog.

The film was Sounder, and the gam-
ble paid off.

“I was convinced no-one would
come to see the film, with the general
addiction -to sex and violence in
movies,” director Ritt said last Thurs-
day at a Curtis screening of his new
film, Conrack.

“But I was wrong. Until I did
Sounder, I was a hard-nosed, tough
American director. Sounder changed
my image, and gave me the money to
make Conrack.”

He had originally planned to shoot
Sounder ‘in Georgia, but after being
treated badly by the “local gentry”’, he
filmed it in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
The governor of Georgia, hearing
about this, invited Ritt back to
Georgia to shoot Conrack, and even
lined up 400 kids to audition for the
parts of 21 schoolchildren.

“The kids had never heard of Jon

Voigt, or Paul Newman, or Sydney
Poitier,” said Ritt.

“The only national figure they knew
was Flip Wilson. When I had them
audition, I saw 400 versions of
Geraldine.

“And when I asked them to sing,

they all sang the title song Ben from

Willard.”

The filming took 40 days at a $2
million budget in 95 per cent hum-
ditiy, with mosquitos dive-bombing
the crew. And one devoutly religious
gyl, whom Ritt called “a perfect ac-
tress’, quit the picture because of its
occasional rough language.

“I grew to love most of the kids,”
said Ritt. “Some of them were terrible
pains in the ass, but some were
terribly incandescent.

“The problem was that they could
never match action on anything. We
had to get each scene on the first
take.”

Ritt, whose other past films include
Hombre. The Spy Who Came in from
the Cold and Pete ‘n’ Tillie, is working
on a new “‘violent, brutal film” called
First Blood.

film its winning personality.

But even the book itself has been
toned down; in real life, the principal
never mellowed, and actually testified
against Conroy to get him out of the
school.

Conrack is soft, sudsily entertaining
family fare, a classification generally
used for Walt Disney creampuff
features. But despite episodes like
Conroy rocking a kid in his arms to the
strains of Brahms’ Lullaby, Conrack
avoids the saccharine coating of the
Disney films.

No tension, but the hour and a half
rolls by easily enough. ~

Stop frame ace

Norman McLaren, the Canadian
animator who has won international
recognition both for himself and for
the National Film Board over the past
30 years, comes next Thursday even-
ing to Curtis LH-L at 7:30 p.m. for a
personal retrospective of his films.

McLaren, a brilliant and fanciful in-
novator who has anticipated many
techniques of film animation in-
cluding hand-drawn design on film,
synthetic sound, stop-frame and op-
tical printing processes of great
sophistication, and “pixillated’’ single-
frame human movement, did much to
establish a Canadian identity in art
films as well as a worldwide reputa-
tion for NFB productions.

The presentation will review his
film ideas and inventions, including
recent work this year with the two
dancers David and Anne-Marie
Holmes.

STAFF
MEETING
TODAY
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Want ads are accepted in Room Ill..Central Square, and
have to be prepaid. Up to 20 words cost $1.00, additional
words are 5 cents each, up to a total of 30 words. Deadline

is Tuesdays 12 noon.

¢
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from 40¢ per page. Phone: 492-1674.

mem. “TYPING” - EXPERIENCED TYPIST will do

essays, dissertations, factums, etc. at ‘tea-
sonable cost. Please give reasonable notice.
Call 661-3019 after 6 p.m.

CLOTHES - MOVING SOUTH - Young
Womens 9/10, 11/12 pants, dresses,
sweaters - Men's suits, & sports jackets 42T,
pants 34 etc. All less than one year old. Must
be seen, Cheap. 636-8057.

ESSAYS, THESES, LETTERS, etc. IBM
Electric. Pick-up and delivery. Keele-
Sheppard area. From 40¢ per page. Phone
Carole, 636-9134.

FUR COATS, JACKETS, STOLES $10.00 &
up, new. Excellent selection. Paul Magder
Furs, 202 Spadina Ave., (above Queen),
Telephone 363-6077. Thurs, Fri. 9-9 p.m.
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9-6 p.m.

TYPING SERVICES - Fast accurate, neat. All
IS as is 45¢ per page. All you need ask for is
Richard - 633-0612.

EXPERIENCED TYPIST will do essays,
thesis, dicta-phone, etc. At home. No pick
up. Call 493-9485, Susan.

EXPERT TYPING and editing done at rea-
sonablc rates. Essays, reports, theses, etc.

e 1€l. Miss G. Singer, 481-3236.

-

-

TYFING DONE IN MY HOME, IBM Execu-
tive Typrewriter, Bathurst-Steeles location,
call anytime, Mrs. Logan, 223-1325,

TYPING DONE AT HOME - Bayview &
Cummer area. Essays, theses, reports, etc.
Call 226-3777.

ESSAYS AND THESES TYPED. Joy's Of-
fice Services, 777 Warden south of Eglin-
ton) Suite 4. 757-0621.

Package Deals
Up to 35% Off

PIONEER, SONY,
DUAL, HALLMARK
Special
Dynaco Type speakers

$100.00
$ 65.00

Regular
Now

START.V.

1912 Avenue Road
781-2114

500 USED
FUR COATS
& JACKETS

Top Quality
From $19.00

Many like new, all types of furs.
Also new coats from $99.00

FURS BY SHAPIRO

3364 Yonge Street
481-9690

GALLELLO'S BP SERVICE

\BE)

Specializing in  Electronic
Tune-Ups & Wheel Balancing.
Fast & expert service in for-
eign & domestic cars. All
brands of tires.

3374 KEELE ST,
DOWNSVIEW, ONT.
TEL. 638-3171

COUNSELLING AND
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

—Individual and group counselling
-Academic aid
—Community service

Room 145 B.S.B. 667-2304

Open Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm
24 Hr. Emergency: 667-3333

ABLE OPTICAL

Glasses the same day — We fill doc
tor’s prescriptions, repair and replace
broken glasses expertly. Large
selection of modern frames af
reasonable prices. Located in the Jane
Finch Mall opp. Food City.

Cary Quail,

Optician. 638-2020

781-0157/783-2582

FREE - LANCE SECRETARIAL SERVICE.
Will provide secretarial service from my
home... Assignments taken by mail or
phone. Reasonable rates. Please Call 783-
3003.

TYPIST will do essays, theses, etc. at
home. 40¢ per page. Call 222-2285.

FAST, ACCURATE TYPIST - essays,
reports, letters, etc. 10 years experience,
rush jobs no problem, call any time Mrs.
Fanfarillo, 249-8948.

EXPERIENCED TYPIST: Essays, theses,
etc. Electric typewriter. Some pick-up and
delivery. Please phone: 742-8263.

EXPERIENCED EFFICIENT TYPIST: es-
says, theses, etc. Electric typewriter, some
pick-up and delivery. From 40¢ per page. Call
Ellie, 881-0269.

BRAND NAME
STEREO
SYSTEMS

AT THE LOWEST
PRICES IN TOWN

5 minutes from York

635-8481

STEREOLAND

of Ontario Lid.
1179 Finch Ave. West. Between Dutferin and Keele

TRIUMP e AUSTIN
JAGUAR ¢ M.G.
GOT ONE? WE FIX THEM
PROPERLY INCLUDING
WARRANTY WORK
FOSSMAN BRITISH LEYLAND

SERVICE and SPECIAL

TUNING CENTRE
961 ROSELAWN AVENUE

(north of Eglinton, east off Dutferin)
Toronto 19
789-2661 789-2662
789-2663

$5.00 LABOUR DISCOUNT

with this ad
(one coupon per car)

YORK UNIVERSITY

DENTAL SERVICE

By Appointment
Rm. 105A Vanier Residence
Tel. 667-6327 or 749-6631

YOUR UNIVERSITY
QPTOMETRIC SERVICES

S. Salsberg, 0.D.
Rm. 105A, Vanier
Residence

ACCOMMODATION

SHARED - TO SUBLET master of three-
bedroom apartment - male wanted to share
apartment with two male students - April to
August (inclusive) $95.00/month. Apt. 1405,
470 Sentinel Road (University City) 661-3052.

By Appointmen.
667-6327
or 493-5933

WANTED TWO PERSONS to share a mixed
3-bedroom apartment. Broadloomed,
membership to the health club. Seven
minuted walk to campus. Reascnable rent.
Call 967-3963 or 964-6769.

MOVING?

If so, then let me help you with
my truck. $7.00 per hour plus
half hour travelling time.

661-4354

CAPABLE YOUNG MAN, with knowledge of
bicycles to run store for three to four months;
good pay and commission. Must be bon-
dable. 749-8038

LOST: I1.D. HOLDER (Brown). Belongs to
Tom Tegtmeyer; contains all 1.D. Send to
Vanier 1004 or phone 667-6028. Reward.

GAY DATING ASSOCIATION. Gay boys
and gay girls wide choice, fully confidential.
Call 864-1544 (5 p.m. - 9 p.m.).

B TRAE _
QUEBEC SKI TOUR — March 17 - 22. $79
5 days skiing at Mt. St. Anne. All trahspor-
tation and excellent accommodation in-
cluded. For information, write Canadian
Ski Tours. 25 Taylorwood Drive, Isling-
tone or phone Gord Allen 247-2339.

SUBLET 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT - At-
tractive apartment. May 1st - Sept. 1st.
$150.00 monthly, utilities included. Clearview
Heights (Keele-Eglinton area). Phone 654-
5718.

EUROPE

Flights CarRentals Railpass

NASSAU $239 SPECIAL

15 days hotel, airfare, parties, transfers, etc.
Depart any Saturday after April 20
CONQUEST TRAVEL,

Robbie Goldberg 782-5033

SUBLET: BEAUTIFUL 2 BEDROOM apart- -

ment, 5 minutes walk to York. May 1st.
Heated garage. Finch/Sentinel $185.00 -
Call: 636-5551.

Staff
meeting

Room 111,
Central Square

4 p.m.




