Into the abyss

by Bill Paul

The choral music ar the begin-
ning of The Abyss rells you tha
this film is not going 10 be a typi-
cal action, adventure flick.
Writer-director James Cameron
has fashioned a science fiction
action film that rns into a
sappy love siory.

Fasi and furious action in The
Abyss begins when an inexplica-
ble ‘underwater alien force’

(UAF), rravelling ar 130 knois,
jolts a manned US nuclear sub-
marine equipped with nuclear
warheads into a reef, killing eve-
ryone. The US military 1op brass
think thar Sovier sabotage is
behind the accident.

A pemroleum  rigging  crew

working near the scene of the
accident are hired by the milirary
1o team up with three US Navy
personnel 10 investigare the
incident.

But before you can say ‘under-
water alien force,” a hurricane
loosens the rig from the 1op plai-
form leaving both crews siranded
underwater with enough oxygen
for about 12 hours of survival
time.

The rag 1ag bunch of characiers
thar make up rthe oil rig crew is
led by Bud and Lindsay, a hus-
band and wife ream whose mar-
riage is on the rocks. Coffey, a
partriotic, paranoid, naval officer,
heads the navy squad.
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What follows is an ideological
battle between the rtwo crews on
how 10 deal with the ‘underwarer
alien force.” The navy says the
‘UAF’ is a Sovier conspiracy and
they declare war on it. The oil rig
crew want to commuicate with ir,

This benign ‘underwater alien
force’ plays a large role in derer-

mining the survival of the
stranded crew membrs. And it cer-
tainly plays a spiritual role in
reuniting our estranged husbhand

and wile ream.

The script is clever and the
underwater drama and franic
sub-plots in The Abyss pack a
good punch. However, Camer-
on’s depiction of the ‘underwater
alien force’ as a healng spirit is a
sweet but heavy-handed message.
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:DON'T TAKE
:THE TRAIN."

break away from it all.

‘22" Nearly half a million students can’t be wrong.
- You don't need to be a you-know-who
(who me?) to know that travelling by train

is light years ahead of other forms of mass
transportation. Nearly half a million students
in Canada took the train last year to visit
family and friends or take a well-deserved

Of course the relative merits of train travel
are easy to see. Where else but on the train
can you get up and walk around, enjoy a
stunning view, a complimentary meal on
many routes, rest, catch up on your studies,
travel with a group of friends, meet new
people along the way and, in many cases, have
the superb convenience of downtown-to-
downtown service too?

And with students getting to travel at
33% off the regular fare simply by showing their
student cards*, I'll be more than relatively
surprised if even more don't take the train

this year.

*Student discount not applicable on Fridays and Sundays between

12 noon and 6:00 p.m. on intercity trips anywhere between Québec

City and Windsor or anywhere between Halifax and Fredericton

(trains 11 and 12) or between Moncton and Campbellton (train

15 only) except when travelling to a destination outside these routes.

Student discount is not applicable at anytime on any route between
December 15th, 1989 and January 3rd, 1990 or between June lIst
and September 30th, 1989 when sleeping car accommodation is
purchased except on the Atlantic, The Ocean and The Chaleur.
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— ALBERT EINSTEIN

Take the train. There’s nothing quite like it!
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