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“greats” in the comic book
field. Was Batman’s becoming
more violent a subconscious
reaction to being apart from
Robin for extended periods of
time?

In a study of over a thousand
homosexual cases at the
Quaker Emergency Service
Readjustment Center in the
United States, Wertham found
that the arousal of homosexual
fantasies, the translation of
fantasies into fact and the tran-
sition from episodic homosex-
ual experiences to a confirmed
fixation of the pattern may be
due to all sorts of accidental
factors. The Batman type of
story may stimulate children to
homosexual fantasies, of the
nature of which they may be
unconscious. In adolescents
who realize it, the stories may
give added stimulation and
reinforcement.

In many adolescents the
homoerotic, anti-feminist
trend unconsciously aroused or
fostered by these stories is
demonstrable. Wertham and
his associates inquired about
Batman from overt homosex-
uals treated at the Readjust-
ment Centre, to find out what
they thought the influence of
these Batman stories was on
children and adolescents. A
number of them knew these
stories very well and spoke of
them as their favorite reading.
The reply of one intelligent,
educated young homosexual
was typical: “I don’t think that
they would do any harm sex-
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ually. But they would ruin
their morals.

One young homosexual dur-
ing psychotherapy brought Dr.
Wertham a copy of “Detective
Comics,” with a Batman story.
He pointed out a picture of
“The Home of Bruce and
Dick” a house beautifully land-
scaped, warmly lighted and
snowing the devoted pair side
by side, looking out a picture
window. When he was eight
this boy had realized from fan-
tasies about comic-book pic-
tures that he was aroused by
men. At the age of ten or
eleven, “I found my liking, my
sexual desires, in comic books.
I think I put myself in the posi-
tion of Robin. I did want to
have relations with Batman.
The only suggestion of
homosexuality may be that
they seem to be so close to each
other. I remember the first
time I came across the page
mentioning the ‘secret bat
cave.” The thought of Batman
and Robin living together and
possibly having sex relations
came to my mind. You can
almost connect yourself with
the people. I was put in the
position of the rescued rather
than the rescuer. I felt I'd like
to be loved by someone like
Batman or Superman.”

A boy of thirteen was
treated by Wertham in the
Clinic while he was on several
years’ probation. He and a
companion had forced a boy of
eight, threatening him with a
knife, to undress and carry out
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sexual practices with them.
Like many other homo-
erotically inclined children, he
was a special devotee of Bat-
man.: “Sometimes I read them
over and over again. They
show off a lot. I don’t
remember Batman’s name, but
the boy’s name is Robin. They
live together. It could be that
Batman did something with
Robin like I did with the
younger boy...Robin looks
something like a girl. He has
only trunks on.”

The lesbian counterpart of
Batman may be found in the
stories of Wonder Woman.
The homosexual connotation
of the Wonder Woman type of
story is psychologically un-
mistakable. The “Psychiatric
Quarterly” deplored ’

in an editorial
- -

the “appearance

of an eminent ‘&

child therapist % y
(Dr. Wm. Mouiton)

as the implied endorser of a
series....which portrays
extremely sadistic hatred

of all males in a
framework that is plainly les

bian.”

For boys, Wonder Woman is
a frightening image. For girls
she is a morbid ideal. Where
Batman is anti-feminine, the
attractive Wonder Woman
and her counterparts are
definitely anti-masculine.
Wonder Woman has her own
female following. They are all
continuously being threatened,
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programme of study,

captured and almost put to
death. There is a great deal of
mutual rescuing, the same
types of rescue fantasies as in
Batman. Her followers are the
“Holliday girls”, i.e. the holi-
day girls, the gay party girls,
the gay girls. Wonder Woman
refers to them as “my girls.” In
a typical story, Wonder
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Purpose: To encourage young Canadian disabled students to pursue
university studies with the ultimate objective of obtaining a university

Field of Study: Undergraduate programme in any field of study.

Value: Each scholarship is valued at $1,5000 annually.

Number: Minimum 5
Duration: One academic year - may be renewable upon application

Conditions: Candidates must be disabled according to the follwing 1975
United Nations Declaration: A disabled person is “any person unable to en-
sure himself or herself wholly or partly the necessities of a normal in-
dividual and/or social life, as a result of a deficiency, either congenital or
not, in his or her physical or mental capabilities.” Candidates must be
Canadian citizens. Candidates must have successfully completed the
schooling requirements or equivalent for admission to an undergraduate
or be presently registered as a full-time
undergraduate student as defined by the university and have successfully
completed the last academic year.

Candidates must not be employees or franchisees, or dependents of
employees or franchises of Imasco or any of its subsidiaries.

Where tenable: At a Canadian university which is a member of, or af-
filiated to a member of the AUCC.

Further Information: Additional information and application forms may
be obtained on request from the Awards Officer, Canadian Awards Sec-
tion, AUCC, 151 Slater St., Ottawa, K1P 5N1.

Closing Date: Complete applications in duplicate are to be returned to
AUCC not later than June 1, 1985

PLEASE NOTE: Any individual holding an undergraduate degree does

- not qualify for this scholarship.

1985-86 IODE SCHOLARSHIP
LIBRARY SCIENCE

Details and applications at Undergraduate Awards Office. Contact the
__Awards Office before April 10, 1985.
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A

Woman is involved in adven
turesawith a princess, who talks
repeatedly about “‘those wick
ed men.” ~ —compiled
from the late Dr. Frederic
Wertham’s book, The Seduc-
tion of the Innocent, and
original writings by Calum
Johnston, News Editor, on the
subject.
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