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“it is no longer enough to repaort
that fect truthfully. It is now
necessory to report the truth about
the fact” - Federal Communications
Commission.

Racently there have been allega-
tions surrounding the Brunswickan
as to the bias of certain articles.
Often in the pursuit of journalistic
accuracy and fairness, the differen-
tiation between "bias” and "opi-
nion” disappears. This at times is
difficult tc ascertain.

The true definition of "bias” is, “a
prejudice, influence, inclination,
predisposition towards.” On the
other hand opinicn recds as “What
one thinks on a pariicular question:
a belief, o conviction.” Certainly
one cari note a simiiarity between
the two definitions but their
characteristics are vastly different.

Opinion is the basis upon which
the entire Western concept cf jour-
nalism is based. The post World War

Bias: not just another four letter word

i period introduced the Social
Responsibility Theory of journalism
which since that time each and
every democratic newspaper in
North America has advocated. The
Brunswickan follows this seme
premise and is responsible to the
students for carrying out certain
essential functions of mass com-
munication.

Politically speaking the
democratic newspaper services the
political system by providing infor-
mation, discussion and perhaps
most importantly debate on public
aftfairs. its vote is 1o enlighten the
public sc as to make it capable of
self-government. Essentially, the
newspaper safeguards the rights of
the individual by serving as a wat-
chdog against government. Broadly
speaking then, its purpocse is to yes,
infform and yes, seil, however
vitimately the newspaper raises
conflict to the mode of discussion.
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it is at this point ‘that opinion
comes in. Regulations require that
the press be accurate; it musi not
lie. Fact must be identified as faci
and opicnion as opinion. it is this
“opinion” however, that initiates

. the very rise of debate and

characterizes a “good” newspaper.
It is' the “opinion” that is thought-

proveking; the startles; that alerts

one fo possible coniroversies.

Without “opinion” in the press
there is nothing but what is referred
to as authoritorian or totaliterian
press which exists solely as an arm
of the state.

The potential power of a free
press such as we have in our coun-
try is tremendous. Along with this
potential power or responsibility
lies a deeper responsibility to the
people; the students.

We then are not the "state's”
weapon; we are your weapen.
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