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The Theatre Francais D'Edmonton's (TFE)
season opener, Comediens, Maigre Nous, is
an anniversary celebration on two caunits.

Comedlens, Maigre Nous, a collection of
six Antan Tchekhov vignettes, bas the dis-
tinction-of belng bath the first play of the
TFE's lSth season, and Gerard Guenette's
25th play with the TFE.

The first vignette, "Le Chant du Cygne," is
Ia tnibute ta Gueriette's contribution to the

TFE. Guenette pl4ys an Aging actor, Vassili V.
Svetiovidov, wba wakes up backstage affer a-
drunken celebration, still in costumne (a toga,

J&sh md.t am Gd mnem céleue Guenes 2%h perkfonS oewM m1H y re-eacU a perbaps from a production of Jul jus Ceasar),

mc.n. km Les Chinois and plummets into a wild depression where

Hardly a convnigvill ain.
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One of France's greatest men of letters is

Jean Baptiste PoqUein Moliere, the seven-

teenth century coan. dramatist, jls most

BiIIyBe fies
en b 0"cLU a

Bily Bisbop is in town ... again. For the third
timne in a year and a baif, Workshop West is
bringing this tribute ta the WWI flying ace ta
Edmonton.

This time araund, Billy Bishop is sponsored
by the Aberta Aviation Council, in their bid
ta draw attention ta Alberta's aviation
Industry.

BilIy Bishop is the kind of playthat naturally
attracts sponsarship. Education boards wiII
be glad to fund an alternative ta textbook
Canadian history, war vets will enjoy reviving
the aid troop spirit, and flyers will appreciate

controversial play, Tartuffe, is currently being.
tackled by the graduating BFA acting dass as
the Studio Theatre season opener.

ln the third edition of Tartuffe, published
in 1669, Moliere accompanied the play with
a preface in wbicb be wrote "... The function
of comedy is ta correct vices ... (and) it is a
vigorous blow ta vices ta expose tbem ta,

aagain
the tribute ta an aviation pioneer.

1This two man show is bath humorous and
educational. The lead actor (David Lareaney)
s a one man war movie, playing everything

f rom John Wayne to Marlena Dietrich, ta,
Winston Churchill.

The "straigbt man" on piano, Jan Randaîl,
provides the appropriate war-time bar roomn
atmosphere.

This Is the second time around for David
Lereaney as Billy Bshop, and he delivers bis
lines flawlessly, while slipping in and out of
mare than- a dozen raies.

if you haven't seen Billy Bishop yet, and
yýu enjoy a gaod war story, you should catch
this limted time opportunity.

BIlly Bishap is playing at the Chinook
Theatre through Sunday, Oct. 26.

public laughter." In light of Mollere's own
intention and the fact that bis own comfedy
evolved out of the tradition of commedia
dell'arte, the Studio production of Tartuffe is

.disappointing.
The play suffers f rom an unusual interpre-

tation by visiting director Douglas Riske: the
villain, Tartuffe, seems utterly unaware of bis
villainy, and the result is colourless comedy.
There is little or na exploration af the duplic-
ity bebind Tartuffe's actions, and bence
there is littie satisfaction at bis downfall.

Despite performances of conviction from
virtually the entire cast, the production elicits
little laugbter untîl Act IV (immediately fol-
lowing intermission) when Elmire (bpditb
Hawking> tries ta reveal Tartuffe's (teslie
Bland> treachery ta ber busband (Raul Tome).
For the briefest moment, the comic ele-
ments of Moliere's script are manifest, only
ta be lost again in Act V.

The entire company should be compli-
mented for making a difficuit verse script
intelligible. A particularly strong perfor-,
mance was turned in by Katby Newbie as
Madame Pernelle and is deserving of
mention.

The set and costumes by David Lovett are
exceptional, evoking the period effectively
and elegantly.

Tartuffe runs nigbtly at 8:00 p.m. until
October 27 at Studio Theatre in Corbett Hall.

be bemnoans bis sorcftd past and reives the
dramatic highlights of his career. Sut artistic
director Pierre Bokor removed tbe Shakes-
pearian soliloques that Tchekhov bad the
actor moutb, and bad Guenette acd out the
highlights of bis career with the TFE.

Not only does Guenette relive the great
performances of the past few years: be doe
so with the aid of the actors and actrestes
who starred with him in the original perfor-
mances. Reginald Bigras redoes part of Bri-
tannicus; Anne Mansfield relives part of ber
role in La Pomme; CBFXT's Andre Roy hams
Up inLes Fourberies de Scapin; and Nicole
Mallet revisits ber role in Les Chinois.

These vignettes are popular exercises in
drama classes, and it puts the fine TFE cast
through their paces.

Tcbekbov's brilliance keeps the actors
poised between the slapstick and the tragic.
Be it a f rustrated old maid trying to rope an
out of luck, over-the-bill bachelor, a prasti-
tute caugbt between a screaming couple, or
a henpecked professor, Tcbekbov's glimpses
into the buman condition are still relevent
and funny tbree-quarters of a century later.

Comediens, Maigre Nous plays tonigbt,
Friday nigbt and Saturday at eîght at the,
Faculte St. jean auditorium (8406-91 St.) witb
a Sunday afternoon matinee at 3 pm.

Witb tbe last weekend of October Ioom-
ing, there are plenty of gboulisb deligbts
coming up on the entertainment scene.
Here's a handy guide to these and other
not-so-scary eventscominguqpregl sopn:.
*Tonight, Nexus Theatre: opening of Poe:
the Highly Linusual Lufe of Edgar A. 8:00 pm.
*Sunday, Oct. 28, SUS Theatre: rock guitarist'
Kim Mitchell.
*Sunday, Oct. 28, Convocation Hall; the
Departmnent of Music is sponsoring a concert
by the St. Cecelia Orchestra, 8.00 pm. Tickets
at the door or at the department of Music,
3-82 Fine Arts Building.
*Tuesday,, Oct. 30, SUS Theatre: The Friends
of the Edmonton M.S. clinic is hosting a
Halloween Variety Show. Cal Mike at 426-
2525 for info.
*Wednesday, Oct. 31, SUS Theatre: double
feature - Horror on Campus at 7:00 p.m. and
The flouse on Soronity Row at 9:00.
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