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formed, and new elements are brought into action. ,Their
contributions for mninistetial support compare favorably with
the same thing on the independent circuits. 'I'heir growth,
more frequently than otherwise, is greater than it would have
been had they continued to be an appendage, as they formn-
erly were.

But it is said, "let themn pay more." Admit that, but
why should they bc frowned, upon any more than circuits
whose average is no higher, at timtes not as high ? And let
it be remembered that after they give into the General Mis-
sionary Fund nearly as much as they receive, then tlhey are
flot the burden to the General Fund which appears at first
sight.

A ver fine point relates to the men stationed upon the
I)omestic Missions. These brethren have not the inspiration
of romance, nor the prospect of faute. Theîr garden is of
impoverished evil, -a possibility even in a city. Their out-
look is often discouraging, their salary is smnail. Their
moral heroism often measuires up to that of those who " roani
to scatter seeds of life on barbarous shores." Their stipend
should be larger than it is, and the Church should be more
willing than it is to let comparatively young men take thecir
turn uipon them,

WVith the factors at work forcing the creation or continu-
ance of Domestic Missions, and the low grade of stipendls
given to the miîssionarics on these fields, they have as fair a
claim upon the liberality of the Church as foreign fietds have.
With the safeguards that we have against the formation of
I)omestic Missions, there can be no good reasons for with-
holding frorn them the help they need. And they are often
as free from justifiable censure as more favored parts are, for
it is a fact that their average liberality and the harvests gathi-
ered fromn them, are equal to the best. So much is this the
case, that it may be said they have paid back for the outlay,
and 1, for one, would say emiphatically, although here and
there a Domestic Mission may be found or pointed out that
shoautd be off this list, yet these missions claimn the hearty
support of the Church.

IIIt is a shame," some say, Ilto have as miany men living
on starvation salaries, as is the case of the brethren on
Domestie M\issions." This rnay bc true ; but the onty way
for the Church to better this state, and not be ashamied of
hierself, is b)y the way of increased liberatity for missionary
work. It is poor poticy to try to put off one cause of shame
by putting on another. and this would be dlone wec we to
cati ini our men from foreign fields.

I therefore conclude that the relative daims of 1,oreign
and Dornestic Missions upon the liberality of the Church are
about equal, provided the Domestic Missions are formed or
maintained when the necessities of the work point that way,
--when the authorities accept of them, and wben there is
pressure to grow to independence. At the church neyer
think of refusing missionary money to help a weak neighbor.
We often see special grants to some Foreign Mission; m any
Dornestic Missions equalty dlaim this kind of special dona-
tions or legacies. The best policy is to fait in line with the
march of the Church, and pour liberally of our substance
into the General Fund, and let the proper authorities be re-
sporisible for the number and shape and place where the
missionary is to toit, the authorities aIl the while bearing in
mind that the e ye of the Church and of God is upon theni,
wilt be resposible for a good reason for their action. Let
Conférences stop, by way of resotution, cornplaining or pro-
testing agaînst enlarging our borders, and turn their guns on
the selfish spirit which so manifestly prevails, and let the
effort bie tco supplv the poor at home or in distant lands.
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W E arrived on our new field shortly after Conference las:t
summer tobeagreeably surprised with almost every-

thing, We had expected some hundreds of miles driving ove r
the prairies, with ail the accompanying inconveniences: rain
to moisten us, heat to bakte, cold camping for wife and little
one, mighty streams to ford or swim, constant danger of
losing the trail, and so on, with ail of whiçh my predecessors
are acquainted. But at Calgary we iearned we could be
taken to Edmonton by rail, and though the road was unhai-
lasted, and the car a concluctor's caboose, still it was much
preferal>le to what we hadl anticipated.

When wu reached Victoria, which we did with only eighty
mniles staging, and without spending a single night out of
doors, we found, thanks to mny predecessor's industry, a large
commodious mission-house, sîtuated on the north shore of
the broad Saskatchewan, nicely fenced preniises, large stable,
adjoining which was a large inclosed patch of ground, amiply
sufficient to raise grain and pastures for the preacher's
horses.

On my arrivai 1 found the teru IlIndian Mission " as
apptied to Victoria was a misnomier, for of ail its appoint-
ments only one is composed exclusively of Indians. Most
of the people are hatf-breeds, with a few whites scattered here
and there among them. Th'le history of these people is inter-
esting. Years ago, tempted by the abundance of game,-and
by the splendid soit, they left their homes near where Win-
nipeg now stands, braving over sixty long days' weary travet,
perits of hostile Indians, exposure and hardship, to reach
this place. When the buffato went they took to farming, and
in spite of difficulties that only a half-breed wilt permit, and
then endure with varying success, have managed to get along
tilt the present. Nearty ait have flow comfortabte homes, a
few heact of cattle, a few acres of cultivated land, frnm which
they raise good crops of barley and oats, and in favorable
years wheat, and vegetabtes in abundance. Now that the
raitway bas come so close, within eighty miles, opening up a
market and encouraging the erection of milîs, a xnuchi larger
acreage witl be cultivated. The seutlemnent has a nice
church, with a seating capacity of about 120, in which an
E ngtish service is held every Sabbath. There are two other
half-breed appointments on the rnission-Egg Lake, eleven
miles south, and Lobsteck, ten miles west of Victoria. At
these places service is held in private houses, through an in-
terpreter, in Cree. At each of these latter appointments
nearly the whole seulement attend service regutarly, and
there is such evident interest that the writer hopes for a
grand harvest soon to corne.

'Fhi work at Victoria is not so promnising; what keeps the
work back as a whote here and elsewhere on the mission is
tbat the people, with a few exceptions, have been brought up
and still adhere in their hearts to a Protestant Church, which
too often substitutes for the personat enjoymnent of the fruits
of the Spirit an elaborate ritual of outward cererninies.
Hence they do not take lcin<tly to Methodist customs. Then
the white mren who live here do not hetp the work. They
are not bad nmen, but hotd themselves aloof from all our ser
vices and work, thus setting an exa.mple of indifference which
miany of the'people are too swift to imîtate. Disregard of
the sanctity of the Sabbath ip vexy common, encouraged too


