
THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

An Open Letter
To Epwortke Leagues, Cli ristianz Endeavor Socieltes,

Yýoung People's Associations, Mission Circles and
Mission Bands in lte Metltodist Church.

DEAR YOUNG; FRLENDS AND) FELLOW-W'ORKIiRS:
At a Co..vention of Young Peoplc's Societies,' held

in Toronto iast summer, a disposition was evinccd to
take part in the great missionary work of the Church,
and it was proposcd to, do this by sceking affiliation
with the Woman's Missionary Society. Whiie this
proposai was under consideration, it was pointed out
that a formai, affiliation would require legislation by
the Generai Conference, and that, in the meantime, it
would be better to devise, by mutual consultation,
some uîne of action that wiii meet the case until the
next General Conference is held. Accordingiy a
meeting of representatives of aIl the societies con-
cerned was hcld in the Board Room, Wesley Build-
ings, Toronto, on the 3rd inst., at which the foilowing
persons were presenit: Rev. Dr. Carman, A. Suther-
land, Hon. J. C. Aikins, and J. J. Maciaren, Q.C.,
representing the Gencral Missionary Society ; Mes-
dames Williams, Briggs and Willmott, representing
the Woman's Missionary Society; Rev. W. H. With-
row, D.D., representing the Epworth Leagues; and
Rev. A. M. Phillips, B.D., R. W. Dillon, Miss McGuffin,
and -Moore, representing the Young People's
Association. After long and careful consideration of
the whole question, it was resoived to prepare and
publish an open letter for the information of ail our
Young People's Societies, Leagues, Bands and Circies,
and to invite their cordial and hearty co-operation
with what is recommended. The letter, as finally
adopted, is as foliows:

I view of the fact that the Epworth Leagues, Christian
Endeavor Societies, and other Young Peopie's Societies
of the Methodist Church have evinced a desire 1u enter prac-
ticaliy, as weii as educationally, into missionary work; and
in view of the further fact that the Generai Missionary
Society and the Woman's Missionary Society are the oniy
missionary organizations recognized by the Discipline of
our Church, it is deemed most important that the Leagues
and other Young People's Societies shouid work in harmony
with these existing organizations, and thus, while prevent-
ing confusion, prepare themselves for the responsibulities of
the future, when the control of the great missionary interests
of the Church shall pass mbt their hands.

And inasmuch as the General Missionary Society has, in
the past, derived an important item in ils income froni the
efforts of juvenile collectors and contributors of lioth sexes,
chiefly through the agency of the Sabbath Sehools, while
the Woman's Missionary Society bas received considerable
aid froru Mission Circles and Bands, il is desirabie that
sonie arrangement be made wbereliy each society may
receive, in growîng measure, the help derived from the
young people in the past. But as the formai affiliation of
Leagues or Young People's Societies, as such, with either
of the existing Missionary Societies, is something which
requires legisiative action by the General Conference, and
no such action can lie }zad liefore September, 1894, the
foilowing is agreed to by representatives of the General
Missionary Board, the Executive of the Woman's Mission-
ary Society, and the Young People's Association, as the
basis of a modus vivendi, pending necessary legisiation by
the next General Conference:

We earnestly and affectionateiy recomînend a loyal
recognition liy ail our Young People's Societies, by what-
ever name they are called, of the foilowing facts and
principles:

i. That the Methodist Church is a Connexion, not a
series of isolated and independent congregations, and its
great work can best lie conserved and promoted by uniting
the efforts of the whole body rather than by independent
effort by each congregation or society separateiy, and that
anything which tends to weaken the Connexional bond
shouid bie studiousiy avoided.

2. That the General Missionary Society and the Womian's
Mîssionary Society are entitled 10 the loyal support of the
whole Church, flot only because they cuver the entîre
ground of legitimate xnissionary effort, but also because, as
already pointud out, they are the only rmssionary organîza-
tions roni> y the lDiscipline of the Church.

3. Tlhat regularly constituted Missionary Boards, whose
duty it is to make themselves qcquainted with ail the facts,
and who yearly review, in the most careful manner, the
whole mission field of the Church, must bc better qualified
to judge of the nieds of the work, and to administer mis-
sionary fonds in an economical way, than any local society
can bie, whose range of information is necessarily limîed,
and confined, it màay be, to a single mission.

Admitting the -sounidness of the foregoing principles, how
can the Young Pe(ople's Societies most effczîvely aid the
great missionary work of the Church, and at the saine time
leave the constitucieis to wjîich the two Missionary
Societies appeal for support virtually uii ýncaned?

Touching this wvide question we advise t --
i. That no change buc soughî ini the relation of the Sun-

day Sehools, that relation lieing already dcfinied by I )îscipline.
2. 'rhat Mission Bands and Circles that have been or tray

lie organîzed, bie eontinued where pract icable, their relation
lieing understood 10 bc with the Wornan's Missionary
Society.

3. That where there is an Epworthl 1.eaguie, Christian
Endeavor Society, or other Y ouing ieople'.s Associait.ion, and
a Mission Band or Cirelu is mecrgud in thec largur Society, il is
recommended that a missionary Conimittîce lie appointed to
superintend the missionary efforts of the 1,cague- or Society,
and aIl missionary moneys raised by the Luague or Society
as such <that is, moneys raised otherwise than through the
Sunday Schooi or direct contributions by individual mcmn-
bers to the General Miîssionary Society or the oia'
Missionary Society>, lie divided lietween the two Missiunary
Societies of the Church, in such proportion as may lie con-
sidered equitable.

NOTE.- It should bie a uniformn principle of action îliat
special donations of missionary mnety by Leaguecs, etc., shaîl
in no case lic permitted to reduce: the reguliar)yearly givings of
individuals to the fuinds of the Genecral or the Woman's
Missionary Societies.

4. That ail] Leaguies and Soecties lie earnestJy recomn-
mcnded 10 make provision for the%ý wide circulation of such
missionary literature as may bie supidly either of the
Missionary Societies.

5. We sîtrongly recommennd that ini each League or other
Young Pecl's S.ocieîy a miissionary meeting lie h l t s
once a month, to bic dlevoted to prayer and the, giv ing of
issionary information, by mecans of adess edns

recitations, etc.
Resc*ked,-That the foregoing Ie. puhlished as widely as

possible for the informatio)n of' Epworth LegeChristiani
En1deavor Societics, Mý\issionI Bands, Mission Circles, and
othier Youing P'eople's Sociutie-s in the Meuthoýdist'huitreh,

[.Sc article on another page ettd"An Important

Against Opium.

T HE Chinese Methodists of Shantung have sent a
petition to Queen Victoria to stop the opium

traffic. Lt is writteri on pure white satin, and is only
one of many such petitions, and shows clearly the
attitude of the native Church toward the accursed
thing. Lt is as foliows

We, the mecmbers of the Mel(thodjist Ep'Iiscopal Churcli on
Shantung Di)strict, set! ail around us L7vidences of the de-
structivenesa of this deadly drug, and the large nuniler of
people who arie being siowly but.surcly poisoned by opium,


