
CANADIAN TRADE WITH WEST IN[
Facts about thie Lana' of Bananas ana' Pine-.dpples, w/$ere many Ganadians Spena' t/$eir &2

CANADIAN trade witb the West Indies sa very old question. It is as oid as tbe
tourist traffie between the twa countries.
For a quarter of a century now prami-

nent Canadians have been wintering in jJamaica
- thougli the total number of sucli taurists
compared to those from the United States is so
small as not to, be noticed by the average Jamaican.
Those Canadians who have gane, liowever, have
brougbt back glowing stories of the trade possibili-
ties witb Canada. The luxuriance of the growth
stimulates the imagination. Tbings grow sa easily
iii the indies. The price of labour is at a minimum
and the climate favours exuberance. Hence the
initial cost of things produced on tbose îsiands is
very law. Tbe trouble lies in the freigt-and of
course this depends upon a number of tbings.

Sugar, cocoanuts, fruits, saIt, cacaa beans and
molasses are the principal commodities whicb Can-
ada buys fromn tbe Britishi West Indies. 0f this,
sugar is almost ten ta one of ail tbe rest. In the
fiscal year ending June 3oth, 1908, Canada baugbt
nearly ninety per cent. of ail the sugar exported
f rom Britisb Gxuiana, besides buying from other
islands. At the samne time about the samne percent-
age of the fruit grawn in Jamaica finds a market in
the United States. The United Fruit Ca. of New
York bave a daiiy fruit-boat service to and fromn
,Tamaica. Very little of Jamaican fruit cames ta
Canada. For the year ending March 315t, 1908, the
total amouint of fruit imported into Canada fromn
aIl tbe British West Indies was less than $7a,ooo;
whiie molasses ran nearly a million. 0f course the
great trouble witb fruit is the long, slow voyage by
Cana-dian boats and tbe infrequent service. The
'Pickford and Black Ca. bave tbree boats, each of
wbich takes five days from Kingston ta Halifax
with onîy a fortnightly service. Campared ta the
daily fast service af tbe United Fruit Ca. this is
remarkably inadeqiiate. Jamaicans living in Canada
invariabiy say that we seidomn or neyer see tbe realiy
good Jamaican fruit in tbis cauintry. The pineapples
w1ýe get they consider "culîs." The oranges are
smiller And inferîir. So with the limes and tbe
rape-frulits - while în bananas we import very
slightly from Jamanica.

lowevcr, it is now twenty years since the late
Senatar Macdonald, after wintering in the British
West Indies, read a paper befare the Toronto Board
of Trade an the tride relations between thaose
Islands and Canada. Even iii those days the United
States isgaddthe aId adage that 'trade follows
the flag"; for tbey wvere doing the bulk of the trade
with those British passes;sinq which are suppased ta
lie contiguausq ta Canadra. For instance, in suigar
alone the Uniited States bouight eight hundred and
thirty pauinds ta Carada's one. Such a discrepancy
even on the buying end natuirally attraeted the atten-
tion oi tbe Senator, wba was a keen business mian
ai tbe modern sclbo of a Canadian S;catchmen. The
fact that in bath bulying and selling with the West
Indies the United States were ousting Canada
cauised him to institute a compa-ris;on wbich holds
as truc to-day as theri-between the daims of the
United Staites and thiose af Canada on West Indian
trade. Senator Macdonald put forward the dlaims
ai Canada as on a parity with the United States-

'bcueof their eantiguiity ta, uis as comrpared with
France, India or ather countries; froni the similar-
ity ai comma-ndities supplied by tbemn and by uls;,
froim tbe fact they like ouirselves are niembers
af tbe Anglo-Saxon family and conseqiiently possess
no inheirenTt ad(vantages,." Yet in spite af this be
fouind thiat in Barbadas the United S;tates did four
dollars ta Caiiada's one; in Trinidad seven dollars;
in Tritish Guiana thiree dollars and thirty-seven
cents.

This applied ta bath exparts and imiports. On
thec grotind oi exports alane the Unlited States bas

alasbeaten Canada in that mnarket even witb
mlany af those things in whicli Caniada was slip-

,ýosed ta have a preemlinentce. Ini cheese, butter,
aur, carnmecal and oatmeac2l, lard, and meiat-always

the dispamity in favaur of the United States. In

,shinigies, however, Canada hieid the advantage -

tbougb not in staves; also in lumber, oats, potatoes
and filh-a big dliscrepancy in favouir of Canaa

Some of the reasons for the adverse balance
against Canada were faunid ta be the necd of a
mapid and regular steamn communication; a direci

and inexpensive cable service; regular and prompi
postal service; anl efficient ligbthousc service, o

new departure bringing aur merchants, muillers, Inni-

ber dealers and manufacturers into direct contact
with the great leaders in trade in those islanda."

Ini twenty years some of this bas been accom-
plisbed. But m1ucli of it stili remains ta bie done.
Postal and cable facilities have Îiproved; also light-
bouse services; but the direct contact is wanting
ver y badly in the British West Indies. The fact
is Cnada bas been sa busy expanding hier owfl in-
ternai markets in the west that she lias begun to
negiect some of the outside markets; especially those
lying remate from the regular run of east and west
trade. The north and soutb trade bas been neglect-
ed. Tariffs have been tinkered up with France and
Germany and tbey are stili being retinkered. Tariffs
witb the British West Indies have been readjusted
very littie. There is complication, with the West
Indies tariff, owing ta the dissimilarity of products
in variaus of the islands. Jamaica, for instance, is
almost wholly devoted ta fruit-growing. A pre-
ference given to Canadian-made goods in Jamaica
over those from the United States would of course
bit bard at the biggest market Jamaica bas for lier
fruit, while we shauld not be able to make up the
deficiency.

Steamship service also lias been neglected. We
have fast freiglit and passenger service between
Canadian Atlantic and European ports; a slow and
almost mediaeval service to the British West Indies.
To Europe we have cold storage; to the British
West Indies-none.

However, Tehauntepec is in a fair way to
change much of this. If Canadian wheat can use
the trans-Mexican route as freely and favourably
as United States produce, tbere is no real reason
why Canadian manurfactures sbould not do the samne

botb via that route to Pacifie ports and
Mexico and the British West Indies as,
The Alberta farmer's wheat may swi
Pacifie and across the isthmus and aýN
Atlantic. The eastern manufacturer's
swing down the Atlantic to Puerto and t
West Indies en route; coming back w
terial f rom the Pacifie and with produ,
tropical islands.

Already New Brunswick is xnaving
towards a revival of trade between t]
and the West Indies. Tariff legisli
United States has accelerated action.
States duty on potatoes hits New Brun!
end; that on Cuban bananas bits Culba,
There is a desire in both Cuba and Ne,
ta swap bananas and patatoes-as a r
and this is part of a desire in the M
vinces to, establish better trade facili
the whole of the mid-Atlantic group oý
the eastern part of Canada.

Wbat affects the eastern provinces 1
on the interior of Canada. The mnani
Ontario are dloser to, the West Indies b
they are to Western Canada by land-
freight charges. The sugar and the
cocoa beans and the coffee of thc We

ust as close. The only distinction is i
fruit, for some of which more rapid shý
ties would need to be provided. Bu
bananas and pineapples are concerned, I
as well get tli f rom the West In(
Florida and Cuba.

UNAPPRECIATED GREAT M
Tke ' Teddy IJear' is a Ilouseko/d Sym bol, but the Literary W.,

o/ Lord Morley are known to on/y aJew.

By W. KENT POWER

INthe midst of al Our discussions as ta the bestmetbods oi drawing dloser thc tics ai Empire
and stimulating Imperial sentiment, it is re-
markable what littie effort is made ta intercst

Canadians young and oId in the personalities and
achieveunents ai the nien whom we find at the bead
oi governments in Great Britain. The incidents
in the daily lufe oi Theodare Roosevelt, and ail the
varying phases oi bis temperament, bis impetuious
nianner af addrcss, bis tennis-playing, bear-iunting
and wrestling, bis views an aIl subjects fmomn mar-
riage ta the navy, are known ta uls tl. For tbis
widesprea-d and detaiied knawledge bis unusual
personality may be said ta be the explanatian, but
We find that Canadians weme as well infommed re-
garding men ai more commonplacc moulc.; photo-
graphs and cieaply printed biographies of the late
President McKinley were even bei are bis tragic
and universailly lamientcd death ta bc foutnd in
tiouisands oi aur homes. Tie only difference is
that the more versatile man because ai bis natural
gifts aroulses the intercsts of more people and ai
ail the people at more points than bis predecessor.

What detailed knawledge, however, have Cana-
dians ai Mr. Asquith or of thc brilliant men by
whom hc is sumounided and opposed? How many
ai us know that be is thc first lawyer ta bave
become Premier ai Great Britain; or, turning ta
a field cf mare general intercst, baw many young
Canadians rememiber that Sir Edwamd Grey was an
amateur champion ini tennis, or tiat Mr. Lyttleton
acieved faine in cricket, or that Lord Aivemstane
was anc ai bis univcrsîty's best runners?

Tic versatility and breadtb ai achievement dis-
tinguishing hem public men is anc of the most
notable icatuires ai public lufe in Great 'Britain. Thc
miembers of the Amnemican cabinet are usuialiy poli-
ticians and lawycrs, or business mein, but nothipg
else. On thc other iand the delightiul sanity and
humour ai Augustine Birreil in his Obiter Dicta
and Men, Womens andi Books; the illuminating criti-
clsmns ai histary andi literature in thc essays ai the
now Viscaunt Morley, edîtor ai tie famous Men of
Letter's series ai biographies; thc philosophical
works ai Mr. Haldane and Mm. Balfour; andi the
writings ai Winstan Churchill have matie their
naines famniliar ta thousantis af people wio ire-
quently forget tiat the mcen, whase works thcy
rcad with sucb pleasure, are engaged in dinccting

the destinies of the worid's greatest Eus1
there are the more widely known wor
Bryce, the less well known translations
'French by Mm. Wyndham, and the Life
Napoleon, the'Last Phase, bv Lord Roi

Ini the face of a galaxy of bmlliancy s
wbat bas the United States ta offer of
us? With the exception of Roosevelt,
and Senator Lodge, how many af their
men will be remembered for anything
line of their official duties?

Is it themefore nat sumprising that
papers do not contain more news of thi
or non-political side, at least, ai the 1
mefemred ta? Tbey fil1 their pages with
addmesses, but how many of then rei
admirable and brilliant mectorial addri
Asquith at Glasgow twa years ago, or t
of equal worth but widely diffement in si
ter and style, delivered by Mr. H-aldan
burgh about the saine time? How mai
informed their meaders ai the victary of
bain over Dr. OsIer for the lord rectomsb
burgh in the electian just past?

We can affard to dispense with ni,
golf score of Mr. Tait, able and hono
as hie is, if we are mnade better acquaii
man like John Morley, Who, ta, an execut
equal ta that of the president-elect, add
of view and independence of thought g
an intimate knowledge ai the literature,
thought ai modern Europe during thc
centuries, and who expresses his ideas
ai most uinusuial perspicuity and chan
the opinions and actions of men suc
worthy of more attention than thcy at
ceive from the Canadian press and peop

Thc interesting "great men" camp
mnoted by the COUaxE'R cvidenced, it muî
ted, a certain lack of appreciatian of
values ai human achievements; and soin
the result wouiid be amusing, weme the)
iating as well. If Canadian railway and
dents, whose like mugit be duplicatcd
score of times in the neighbourung r
cntitled ta be called great, aur friends
would have ta build an immense Hall
deed; and could igitfully consider ti,
the birthplace ai unnumbered geniuses.


