
CANADIAN COURIER.

ABOLISH GERRYMANDERWHENEVER the time drame round again Ù"r
Parliament to enact Its deceunial redis-
tribution of the constituencles, wbichever
party happons to be in Opposition invol-

untarlly sblvers--and any "feilows of the baser
sort," who may belong to the party wbich happeus
to be In power, prepare to gloat. These experieuces
corne to botb parties lu turn. The botter mon in
thom. dislike one almost as much as the other.
They do nlot waut to be the victime of an électoral
outrage; nor do tbey want to be suspected of giving
way to the "baser" elernont ln their own ranks and
assisting at an outrage on their oppouente. Yet
botb parties calmly sit still and await the approach
of this double annoyance without taking any effec-
tive and permanent measures to, rid themselvos of
lis recurrence.

IT seems, to me that it would be the easlest thing
in the world for the beat men In both parties i.o
get tegethor and finally delote the ugly term

"gerrmaudr" fO ur polîticai vocabulary. It
could be done lu a single act; and done forever.
That act would merely declare that county boundar-
les wouid bereafter be the boundaries ef ahl Parll3-
meutary constituencies. Some counties would, .)f
course, get one member; somo would get two, and
some throe. Iu other cases, two counties could be
put together to mako a single constltuency. But
the decisîve rule would be that constituenicy boun-
darles muet always be county boundarlos. As to
the number of members whicb each county sbeuld
have, that could be fixed, too, by an automatic
standard. A unit of population couhd entitle a
county to one member-two uits to two members-
and, say, a unlt-and-a-half to twe, white less than
a clear unlt-and-a-balf must be content with one.
Each City wouhd be a single coustituency electing
Its tale of mernbers from the whole City. The urban
unit could be established by dofinite act of Paria-
ment at a flxed ratio to the rural unit.

O F course, every adiooi boy can think ef objec-
tions to this plan. Lt wouldn't work out
eveuhy. One couuty with a few buudreds be-

lcw the unit-and-a-halt would only get one momber,
whIle Its nelghbour witb a few over that arbltrary
unit-aud-a-half would get two members. A vote ln
county "A" would not count for as much as a vote
In county "B." Granted. But before you regard
this objection as fatal te my plan, take a lok at
the present coustîtueucles. Or walt and take a
look at the brand uew constituoncies wbich Parlia-
ment le &bout to create. They present--and I yen-
ture te, prodiet will continue to present--qulte as
strlklng contraste as the counties do. It bas been
found impossible to eut the country up loto unlforrn
constituencles. And I doubt very seriouslyr wbetber
there wouhd be any more cases of rauk discrimina-
tion under rny plan than already exiet undor the
present plan. Moreover, If my plan did show more
uneveunees, It would -have the cornpensatlug menit
ef entirehy abolighiug practicaily ail partizan man-
ipulation of constituencies. That would be a gain
whlch wouhd offset a vast ameunt of accidentaI dis-
crimuination.

T 'HE great and vahuable dîfferonco betweon any
1 Inoqualities which may occur under my eystem

of county representation, and those that exiat
under the present system, le that the ceunty inequali-
tis will bo accidentai and just as lbely te tavour
one party as the other; whle the artilicial Inequahi-
tis, carefully considered and created by a Redis-
tnibution Bull, are very likely to bo anytbIng but
accidentai, and te dlstinctly faveur oue party over
the other. Inequalîties we muet have. The ouly
,question le--shahl they be accidentaI and non-par-
tizan, or shahl they be pre-arranged and partizan?
The centraet wiii not bo betwoon a county 8ystem
ful of Inequalitles, and a porfectly uniform system
lu wbich every constituoncy will contain an equal
number of electors; but between two systems full of
1nequalities, the ene represeuting an honest "deal">
-and the other a shuffle of "stacked carde."

THE beauty o! the county sygtem le that theTadjustmeut cf the representatIon cf a Province
te Its changed allotmout cf members aftor a

new cousus, wouhd become practically automatic.
We wouid flot have te watt for Parliarnent toecolloct
the vohumîneus and partizan reports of ite henceh-
inou frem ail the odd corners cf the country, ont
of which te draft a new political rnap as full of
quirks as a pig's tall, te kuow wbat the effect cf the
,census was. Any man could oit down witb a map o!
bis Province and a table showIug the distributien
of Its population under the new census, and mast
ebout mueot the new mombere te their proper places.

There might be a question, sometimes, as to whether
two counties were to be telescoped together or
treated separately; but that is Just about ail that
would be left for a partizan Parliarnent to quarrel.
over. Generally speaking, each county would auto-
matically get its rnember or Its two members, as it
had kept'up or fallen beblnd ln the race for popu-
lation.

T HE party factor would be pretty nearly elimin-
ated. That ls one very big reasen why I do
flot expect to see rny plan adopted. Fair play

ls precisely what the average party manipulator (.f
the second-class doe not want. He had rather suiffer
from the effects of foul play when he. ls the under
dog than give over the vicious joy of measuring out

PROCISS of passing supply forme an intrest-
Iug domonetration et the machinery of our
pallamentary systorn hard at worb. By
formai voe the House et Commons declares

Itelf te bo net a "bouse" at ail, but a Committee of
the Whole Houe upon question of Suppiy. The

Speaker thon retires
gracefully to bie pri-

_7' vte apartmonts at the
end ef tbe corridor and
Mghts hie pipe-that le,

ho io at liberty so te
g do. But they eay ho

nover doos. Even lu
the privacy of bis
off icial retroat ibehind
"sperted" massive oak
et pure Gothie design,
tboy say that Dr.
ýSproule doth neither
emobo, drink, chew nor
sear.

The Speaker bavlug
departed, the Deputy
Speaker becomes the

- -~ -~'~-";Cbairrnai et the Com-
*< mittoe of the Whohe,

and tabes hie place,
not on Speaber's dais

or lu the Spoaber's ornately carved chair, but at
the sud o! the Table of the Hlouse upon the otber
eud of wblch reste that other emblem et severeign
majesty, the Macs. The Chairman takos up dopart-
ment of the Government ostimates o! expenditure
for the current year-pnted volumes et whicb bave
been generouely distnibuted among the mombers
Indlscrimiumtely without regard te party-as pro-
parod by the Mînister ef Fiuance, and cahis off the
firet Item.

"ýSalary o! -the Doputy Minîstor of Railways suad
Canais, singe ho, lot us Say.

Lmrnèdiately arises, a member of the Opposition
frorn the far East. Frem dewn east, be it rernorked,
Corne more o! the couvereatioumhists lu Committee,
as do meet ef the iuspired orators of debate. You
weuld be Iuchlued to gather as a casual visiter ln
the Spemkor's Gallery, that Canada bas a tract e! laid
mostly surrunded by the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
the Bay ef Fundy. Occasionally a ray ef llgbt and
common seuse breaks througb the Atlantic fog from
Edmonton or somo place lu the West, but you sol-
dom bear from the "banner" Province of Ontario,
whose members maintain a fiue reserve. And as
for the City et Toronto, for ahl Its fivo Intellectual
mnembere, you would scarcely suspect It hadt a place
ou the map. To bo sure, Hou. George Euhae Festen
ropresente a Toronto ridiug, aud thue session ne
figures wIth c-onslderable prornInence, but this la In
a general seuse as a Cabinet Minister.

The hittie mau trom the East wants te taire ad-
vantage ef bis bletoricý rigbt as a Corumoner, betore
the King gets bis Suppiy, to dernd Information
fremn the MInister. Ho may ask, therotore, sorne
sucb question as thie:

"WilI the Minleter ef Raiways and Canais luform
the 'Commnittee the reason for the Increase ef tie
rate for cordweed upon the Prince Edward Island
Rrailway from $3.50 per car te $7 per car from New
Harmouy Statiou te Sours-a distance o! between
five and ton miles?"

The Minuster disclaime pereonal knowledge, o! the
schedube et P. E. I. railway rates upon cordwood;
that rallway, ho reminde the houeurabhe gentleman.
lest $100,000 lait year. The rato wms libehy made

similar treatment to his enernies when the circle
swings round and he cornes on top. 'But there are
a lot of decent fellows ln both parties; and they
cau get their way if they wlll make a stern stand
for it. Neither party can get along without its

"fac"-le.,without its honest frontispieces. And
If these bonest leaders will go resolutely on strike
until their "wicked partners" are ready to concede
to them the righýt to, eliminate the "gerrymander"
from the list of legitirnate weapons of party war-
fare, they can win out. A politicai Hague confer-
ence can put the "gerryrnander" ln the category of
explosive bullets and floating mines.

IF you do not think that an autornatic redistribu-
tion ls worth maklng some sacrifices to obtain,
you probably will before the present session has

finished. Our Parliamentarians are neyer more un-
seernly than when squabbllng over a purely partizan
question. 1 believe that, by the time the pending
-bill le passed, a rnajority of the House of Commons
Itself would vote for any reasonable plan which
wouid forever prevent anothor such debate. And-
rernember-I arn prophesying this at a time when a
rnost reasona;ble bill is expected; for no other sort
can posstbly hope to pass the Senate.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

the saine as on the main lino of -the 1. C. R. te
reduco the deficit.

The Prince Edward Islander is dlssatlsfied. Ho
grumbles that the size of the Island cars are only
half the size of these on the main lino.

"No!" eJaculates Hon. Frank Cochrane, with
characteristic staccato.

"WIll tbe Hou. Minist er tell us wbat ts the dif-
ference, then, between tbe capaclty of froigbt cars
upon tbe P. E. I. and the I. C. R.?" persiste tbe
loquaclous Garden-of-the-Gulfer.

Hon. Frank ebrugsonee of bis square eboulders.
"The honourable gentleman made the statement,
flot I."

The persistent Prince Edward Ishander pute bis
question upon tbe order paper for uext question day.

lV % Pl
TrALKING about fisb whenever possible every
A Nova Scotia member considers part of bis duty

to the electore. Mr. Sinclair, of Guyeboro',
seized a recent opportunIty at somo iength. Ho
sald there were 65,000 Canadians eugaged In the
active actual trade cf catchlng fleh off the Eastern
Canadian sbore, and 20,000 more on shore bandling
them. The total value of tbelr catch last year was
$33,389,464. Vlvily ho plctured one et his constitu-
ente 20 miles eut to sea afloat lu an open dory lu
the montb cf Jauuary with tbe spray of tbe North
Atlantic treezIng te bie whiebers, and hie mitte
soppiug wet wlth the lce-colid sea. This man wanted
a market, llkewlse a subsidized eteamehlp service te
carry hie fish to Boston. Incldentally Mr. Sinclair
expressedl surprise at the high cost et fish ln the
retail ebops of Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa.

"Tbey have always been a puzzle to me," asserted
ho. "Ln Cause haddock sele ,for 13% cents a pouud.
Iu Ottawa it conte 10 Cents.",

Hou. J. D. Hazen told hlm the Gcverumeut's idea
was to bulld up the. trade wlth inamd Canada rather
than with the New Euglmud States. Reclproelty was
.deteated iu 1911, ho blaudly remluded the Guysboro'
member. Ln turtherance of the patriotic Idea et the
Conservative -administration, Iced express cars were
provided te carry fIeb te, Montreal for distribution
every Sunday te Toronto and pointe West, the Gev-
erumneut guaranteeing at least a sbipment et 10,000
pounde, or mmhdng good the difference te the carry-
lng company.

AS an example et literature baeed upon the lite'Aand times o! maritime Canada, the Cruise ot
the Aiert will perbaps some day form the

basie for a work et fiction worthy et a place beside
the Cruise cf the Shannon. The latter concerned
the Goverumeut Ice-breakers lu the Straits et
Northumberland. The former concerne the activitios
ef the Customs depmrtment tug ln the wild wmter
et the uertb shore of Cape Breton aid the couuty
ef Victoria. She halls trom North. Sydney, and ber
lookout lu the wheel bouse keeps bie glass foeussed
for smugglers. Victoria le a "dry" district, and
whiekey and French brandy have a wIcked way ef
findlug their road over trom the French Islande et
St. Pierre and Miquelon, off the coast'ci Newfounj-
land. At leait, that le the presumption, and actlug
on that presum.ption, the tug Alert faitbfulhy cruises
the 0termy water Juet Insîde the front door et the
Gulf.

But she bas tabou ber hast trip for the year. The
Mînleten ef Custems bas been toid that there are no
srnugglers dolng business ou that Coast lu theo
winter. Lt requires tee much uerve. Hoe bas ondered
ber eut ef commission, theretore, uttl the les berge
moît agaiu lu Belle Isle, and the Ice boats corne Iu
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