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Do They Want To Win?
M R. L. J. MÂXSE asks the pertinent question

iu the May issue of the Ntitonal Revlew, "Do
they want te win?" By "they" he means the

powers that ho; and he proceeds te find an answer

to the question by intlmating mest whio the men of

Lord HaIdane-'who can overrule thu Five wlth-
out even hearing the experts, upon whoîn,

'nevertheless, ail the blamne le chivairousiy
thrown when it cornes to a tragedY.

IL le only the politiclaus who canl answer the

question ut the heud ot this article, and we

shall know by that answer what to thinik o!

ESSENTIALLY WHAT'S WHAT
Interesting Phases ot the World's Doing and Thinking as Recorded

in Current Peric4îcal Literature

MomemFood in War TimeH W nations arle f ed in war tJme is
dous importance now that'thera i

nationalizlflg the meat supply of Greî

and since Gernipny hae issued yet more

orders regardiflg tho, eupply ut food to so

civillans; orders that a year ago would 1

regarded as sensatoulal to the point of

aaw:such A recent article by D. Noel Patoil, M.D., in

latI stas Journal on "Food in War Time" brings
Opinon. main features ot this problein f rom the i

of une whio examines the qualities ot food
if they ta nutritive value. He says

coone uy -,ucombustion.
(1) the fats,
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Governiment
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regard tbe
look to hlm
a success or
eif the lewts-

moment, be fIled by a znen of great Intelli.genice am
energy-these are the deitalls In whlch the President. ha

proved faise to'his àwn conception Of his office. In hi

recent stand for Àjmerîcani r1ghts, however, ha bas aý

serted'once mnore his leadership, wIth resuits that hay

thrlilled the nation.
Violations of International Law.

Aocordîng to the Wilsoulan, theory, the President

duty, Ii this as In ail otiher large inatters. was to Mali

effective the poipular will. What then, was the popuif

wUl on this grat, question of ýAmerican rlghts? Did tl

Aàjmerlean people stand upon the unciuestioned prlncilb

of International law, or were they prepared to waii

theze principles In the Interest of the. Kaiser? -This pai

ticàrIar question struck deep at the Issue that les at tl

base of the European war. Whethef Amerteans shoil

traveil on armed merchantinen was merely a detail. D~

one, net even Germany, disputed the legal point hi

volved. For centuries ,merchaut shIps had had the r1g',

te carry delIensive guns rwthout acquirlng the statua

war vesoels. Germnany mnerely contended that the poi

was acadeniIC;, that, since the developinent of ne

inetbods of warfare made the old rule obsolete, she cou

ignore It. What the Central rkmpires really demandi

was the right to change International law whenever ti

ternational law conllicted with their ilitary advantag

That Idea bas a'ppairently donIlnated Germai' miita

Philosophy ail throuzh the war. Stripped ef ail its fin

spun arguments, It means that a nation ait war Ia jusi

lied in doing anythi&g te wln. On tlids ground Germai

justilles her Invasion cf Belgiusn. the bombartiment

unforlfled townsf, Zeppelin raids. the burnlng of La

vain, the massacre and violation of BelgiSi' wçomen aý

chUldren, gas bomlbs, and the sinking of the Lusitan

Ail these, things, the Germai' legal authoritles will adin

contiroverted internationallaw, as Internatienaii law h

palnfully deve3loped through the centuries. Since su

violation helped Germany however-or Germai iiti

Ists' beliuved that they did-they were justified. Shoî

the Ainerics.n people acknowledge this contention?


