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Ontario's Premiers

S IR JOHN MACDONATD chose Ontaro's first
Premier in i1867,' and bis choitce feu tîpon John

Sandfield Macdonald, a Liberal, a fetleralist and a sale
mani. For four vears lie ruied the province in a îuost
economicai manner, conserving its resouirces anid its
revenue and piling tmp a useiess surplus. lHe feul becatise
of lis parsimony and because of lis lack of visioni.

Hon. F.tward Blake succeteed hiru anti field the office
for scarceiy a twvelve-noti. lHe legislaîted Iiiiîîsel tont
of power. He earried tliroîigli a incasture abohlihing

dual represeutation, anti thereafter- no man couild be both
a meruber at Toronto andi a iliemlber at taw.After
the Act was passed, lie deci(ld tit r(iinain with the Ot-
tawa House and ceased to bc Preier. ilat lie riemwained
in Ontario he iniglit have
been more successhal as a
leader, but in the succeed-
ing figlit at Ottawa over
the Pacific Scandai lie
playeti a part whidh entities
huin to the respect of ail
goo.d Canadians.

Mr. Blake nouiuated
the Hon. (afterwaýrdS Sir)
Oliver Mowat as lis suc-
cessor, andi for nearly
twenty-five vears MUowat
reinaineti ini office. H1e
was neyer defeateti. le
rcsigned to joi the new
Laurier (iovernmeut ini
1896. HÎs career waýs a
distingtiished one andI
Ontario owes hiîm iiucili.
He was progressive wit[h-
ont being radic.al; lie was
conservative without iing
reaetionary. If the people
desireti hîm to move, lie
moveti-not otherwise. le
was flot a great leader,
but lie alwavs muaniageti to
keep lis forces weil in
hanti andi to liead off the
enemy wlîen the latter ap- HON. J. P
peareil dangerous. Premier

The Hon. Arthur S. Hardy, lonig Attornev-General of
the Province, succeeded himn. Abrupt, progressive antd
frank, lie hail little of the wily mnanaging power whidli
inarked bis predecessor and his reigt %v.as brief. Hie diti
one thing which distinguishes bis tenure of office--he pro-
hibiteti the export of Ontario logs andi forceti the Michi-
gan saw-milis, to, move across the lakes. For this lie
mnust always be rememnbered.,

Mr. Hardy's successor,ý the H-on. G. W. Ross, hail a
stormny reign. Thirty years of rule by the leaders of one
party was too nucl for any province, no matter liow
able. the leaders. Mr. Ross remained in power only by

ol

superlativec oraîtorleai efforts, bv wonderfli, if at times
doutfutl, ta. tics'. iIad he goîte jîto opposition sooTier,
lie inialit still be the hionoured leader of the Ontario
Iiberals. lis tcnacity in ciinging to office, alter the
people showed an inclination to change, was fatal.

Mr. Whitney, the first Conservative P>remier since Con-
federation, won lis place by negative rather tlîan posi-
tive qualities. Sînce his accession to power, th positive
qualities have assertedl theruseives and to-day lie is re-
garded as a wise, honest ani constructive statesiran. He
lias set ont braveiy to bring order out of chaos, to initi-
ate a more progressive poiicy aiong varions lines, and to
-ive the peoplu the reforîns for whidh they had been
claînouring for Nvears. Ail thiat was good in the policy
of bis predlecessors lie lbas inaintainied ;ail that hie
thought was baid, lie lias-discarded. lie lias apparently

madie an honest effort to
mnaintain clean and cf-
fiejet governînent. Abuses
iiad grown îîp. When pos-
sible, lie eradicated these
and Ïnstjtuted ordiîîarv
business adiriiijstratioii
Oif working for party ad-
vantage, lie knows very
littie ; ani in thîs lie re-
sembles Mr. Hardy more
thaîi any other of bis pre-
decessors.

In sortie ways hie bas
pleased the people miglît-
ily ; in others lie bas not
pleased thein at ail.
\Vhietlier pleased or dis-
pleased, they regard hutui
a S an honest mnan, actui-
ated only by a desire to
do' what to hini seeins
best. If they find hiru
stubborn and at times un-
yielding, they recognise

t hat these are cliaracter-
itics of the man and they

bear with him patiently.

they admire lis plain anti

W HI TNEY, unadorned statemexîts, col-
r Ontario. oured unîd inspired as they
are by n det'ided lionestv of purp>se, more than the adroit
and skilful phrasings of his predecessor. B3arnum said
that the people love to be humbugged, and it seems true
even of Ontario. Mr. Whitney lias no power in the hum-
bugging line nor lias he associated with him nny col-
league who ean play that part for him. Hence it is a
questiîon how lie wiil fare in the next general election.
That lie will be defeateti is flot to be expected. That he
will maintain bis great majority is hardly likely, if the
Liberals select a leader whio will arouse the party's en-
thusiasm and devotion. An abluormnal înajority is ai-
ways in danger of being rediice(i at a generai election.


