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Cecil Rhodes anid_l\ his Scholars as Factors in ]Init@maitionaﬂ

Cecil Rhodes was still a young man—
ot more than 24-—when, in a paper of
which Mr. Stead has given us the sub-
stance in his little book “The Last \Wiil
and Testament of Ceecil J. Rhodes,” I
attempted to formulate the ideal which
should govern his life.

“Service of my country,” “betterment
of the human race,” “furtherance of
the British Empire,” “the end of all
wars”—these are some of the phrases
that cateh the eye in this early docu-
ment.

And-in a Will which he drafted about
the same time, and of which also M.
Stead has given us some account, we

find the same mnote—‘“extension of
Jritish rule,”  “restoration  of Anglo-
Saxon  unity,” “the foundation of o

areat a l’n\\‘ﬂ.}' as to hereafter render
wars impnssi‘qjv and promote the best
interests of hiymanity.”

These are tlhie ideals for which, while
little more than an  undergraduate,
Ceeil Rhodes had  determined that he
would live and work: and they do not
differ in essentials from the ideals which
speak to us  from the documents
which, much later in life, his maturer
soul found expression, the Will which
established the Scholarships. A differ-
ence there is; but not one that touches
the fundamental spirit of the thing.
Something of the local character has
disappeared: a larger experience - has
modified the predominantly British tone
of the first expression: but in essence
the ideal remains the same—the good
of his country and the good of human-

y-
"It was characteristic of lis cenins,
and is some explanation of his carcer,
that the two should present themscelves
to him as no more than different
peets of the same ideal.  Tor his was
essentially a conerete mind.  Dreamer
in a sense he was: for he possessed in
rare abundance the imaginative stufl
of which poets, discoverers, philoseph-
ers are made. DBut behind his dream-
ing, or within it, moved the forece which
turns men's dreaming into action. \We
may call that, if we will, a quality of
character rather than of mind. Buf we
Lknow in the end that these distinetions
are provisional only, and academice, and
that, in the chemistry of the living scul,
n“ml and character somehow fuse, and
make an individual. And of  Cecil
Rhodes” personality it is no  contra-
diction, but  the barest truth, to sayv
that it was at once imacinative and
practical: and that in consequence his
thinkine, however wide in areach, re-
mained to the last conerete, There have

as-

been philosophies which have  tanght,
in one form or another, tlat the more
immediate good bars the way to the
more  ultimate—that the part is the
worst enemy of the whele, But o ah-
stract and timid a philisophy was Tittle

concenial to the mind of Cecil Rhicdes,
For him there was no whele exeept s
the parts, and no ideal which did n-r
realize itself in something near amd
personal. ]

If we apply this to our present infer-

est, we may certainly sav that for hin
Internationalism  was not an ideal to
he reached through the denial of Na-
tionalism.  “Pro patria per orbis con
cordiam.” TU i a notable and o pree-
nant motto that the  Associntion o
promoting  International Coneilinti
has chosen: it is one, morcover, vi'h
in which the thought of Ceceil Rhod <
would have moved freely. Only, Lo
would, I think, have insisted that v

must be clear as to its emphasis and
sienificance; that we must not infer-
pret it as suggesting that the true na-

tionalism is internationalism he
would have insisted that the approach
must be the other wayv., through the

nation to the brotherhood of man: ita
pro patria ut pro orbis econcordia. In
his mind the serviee of humanity and

~ Conciliation. .

By F. WYLIE JONES, Secretary to the Rhodes Triistees.

ments, or rather from different angles,
he envisaged, with quite  remarkable
consisteney, the thing most worth ljv-
ing for, the end of his own personal en-
deavor,

l;n-tm'istiu conception  of  the means
1 through which he could best  further

this end.  He would do “what lay in his
power to extend the area within which
a speeial type of character prevailed.
Character was to be the instrument
for charaeter determines the way in
which men approach the problems of
seeiety and government, and in the end
dictates the solution at which they ar-
rive, ’

And, inevitably, the type of eharacter
which he wished to perpetnate was the
type he knew as British—or rather, as
he later came to think of it, as Anglo-
Saxon.  For that type stood, in  his
belief, for the principles upon whieh the
well-heing  of  nations  depends,  the
principles of justice, liberty. and peace.

Yes, Peace. Not only does the docu-
ment in which, as ecarly as 1877, he out-
Lned his ideal, connect the extension
of British rule with “the end of all
wars.” but the Will of the same year,
to which T have already alluded, gives
the supreme olject to which he would
desive his wealth to be devoted as “the
feundation of so great a Power as to
hereafter render wars impossible” And
to this end he sugoests the formation
of a secret society after  the  Jesuit
madel, co-extensive with  the  British

Empive, preacling imperial ideas, and
eflocting its objects through  the  con-

trol of eduecation.

Fourteen years Iater. in 1891, le
sent to AMr. Rtead a letter in which he
formulates, roughly but unmistakably,
what we may well eall his ereed. The
centre of that cereed is once more &
seeret society, and the sum and end of
it all iz the peace of the world, with a
sivgle Janguage universal and triumph-
ant.

Eight years Iater he drew up his last

AU, the Will which founds the Seholar-
ships.
The main  provisions of that Will

are so well known that T need not heve
&y more than briefly recapitulate them,
The hulk of his wealth Mr. Rhodes left
to seven trustees, direetine them to es-
tohlish  scholvrshipse tenable for three
veorsoatl o the University of Oxford, for
which should he elicible:

(1) Colonists from different parts of
the DBritish Fnpire,
52) Students
States of  Ameriea.

(o) Germans,

from the TUnited

C'aloniscts are {0 he bromeht to Oxford
“for instilline into their minds the ad-
vintace to the Colonies as well as to

the United Ninedom of the retention
of the unity of the Fmpive.”  Ameri-
cars e o be inchaded in the scheme
in ovder “to eneomrace. and foster an
aoovecintion of the advantaces which I
Voplicitly believe will vesult from the

union of the  Fnelish-speaking peeples
throuchont the world, and {o
and foster an aporeciation of {he
advandtaces which T implicitly - believe
Will eIt from the union of {he Eno-

oeneour-

G

And he had a very definite and char--

It has not altered in fundamentals, for
the same ideals are there, dominating
the whole; peace iriumphant over
war; education making for the union
of the peoples; international sym-
pathy developing, not in spite of, but
through, mnational loyalty. But the
form which the ideal takes has under-
gone some change. In the first place, it
is now less a question of “British rule”
than of “Anglo-Saxon union.” The ideal
now is. one of confederation, not of
“absorption within the British Empire.”
In the sceond place, Germany for the fi: st
time comes within the scheme. The
cecasion for this addition may have
been aceidental, the recognition, so he
tells us in the codicil, of English as
a compulsory subject in the German
schools; but the real cause must be
looked for in something deeper, in some
underlying sense of the ultimate af-
finities of the German-speaking and the
English-speaking peoples—of a common,
or at least of a similar, ideal working
itzelf out in in the character and his-
tory of the three great branches of the
Teutonie family.

It may be that Germany never en-
tered so completely into the heart of
Mr. Rhodes’ dream as did the United
States of America: that his dream re-
mained, as a dream, essentially Anglo-
Saxon in character. But dreams have in

the end to compromise with facts;
and Mr. Rhodes at  grip  with faets,

came, apparently, to feel that the des-
tiny of the German race was sufficient-
Iy allied to that of the English-speak-
ing peoples to make co-operation be~
tween the two for a common end a gen-
uine possibility. Perhaps also he may
live come Lo regard his original vision
of the world dominated by one people
and attaining to peace in that way, as)
if not fanciful, at least remote; to re-
mind himself that it might be worth
while to do something in the meantime
to forward .the great ideal of justice,
liberty and  peace, by promoting the
co-operation of peoples the similarity
of whose history, traditions and ideals
might justify the experiment.

And if the extension of the scholar-
ships to Germany sacrificed something
of his original: dream, the sacrifico
boings its own compensation.  For it
plants the scheme more broadly on the
riots of thines; it brings us one stace
nearer recegnition of the fact that the
peace of the world is destined to come
vot =ooner merely, but  more whole-
~omely even, and  more irrevocably,
through  the concerted aetion of dif-
ferent peeples, whose differences  have
been merged in a common hunger for
justice and peace, than through the
predominance in the world of any one
Power. It may be that the fifteen Ger-
man scholarships make no great show
beside the  ninety-six  American  and
sixty (or, as they now are, seventv-
eight) Colonial. But they have, T thin.k,
a significance of their own, of which
number is no measure,

Soomuch for the ideals and aspira-
tiens of Cecil Rhodes, as they shaped
themselves in his brain, and developed,
and came in the end to express them-
selves in the  establishment  of  the
sehnlarships. Ie must e cold. whose
blood moves no faster for the splend-
our of this idea. )

I twrn to Cecil Rhodes? scholars, to
that body of men throuesh whom  his
ideals to seenre to themselves g place
and an influence in the world,. Who so
obvious as they {o preach the cospel of

international  coneilintion ¥ It migcht
almost be said that a scholar  whose
spirit dees not answer to the eall of
the matto “Pro patria pro orlis con-

cordiam™ is a failure for (el Rhodes:
a failure for his idealism. and for the
efforts which he s very visibly made

the service of country ran together as
a comon fount or inspiration. and we
should be untrue to his thouchts if we
attempted to divide them. They are the
two forms under which at different mo-

lishi-<peatine peoples throuehout — {he
world, and to enceuraee in the  stud-
cits of the United States of North
Vioevien who o will penetit from the
sehobarships o ivaen., an  attachment
tothe country from  which  {hey
love sprunes but without, T hope,
Vithdawing them or o their svmpa-
ot the Timd of their adeption
' ASITEN I'\'l"il_\. fifteen scholar-
sl Toned ".\ codicil, to Ger-
M “an understandine he-
{ween ' creat powers will ren-
der wa ! ted edneational re-
Iation= 1 voneest fies”

If we o Wil with {he
document = M Dhodes oaved |
carlier .oxpr i Hels and as- |
pirations. wi \ e that s
thought has o Ao oaranded, even
while remaining ¢ the same

to translate that  dealism  into the
lamguage of practical i I'his  does
not mean, of cour<e, that a4 Rhodes
Seholr commits Lin- I o am ]»:-!‘ﬁ('-
ular beliet or doetrine i"}('l'l‘i('” to a
scholarship is not initintion inta a <n-
cicty admission 1o - Wi condition-

al on the profession of a certain creed,
All that Mr. Rhodes demands is that
in the selection of his scholars weight
be attached to such qualities of mind
and character as are likely, in his view,
when brought under appropriate in-
fluences, to develop a special attitude
towards life, in particwdar a special at-
titude with regard to social service and
the mutual relations of peoples.

But the influence of circumstances on
disposition, however ultimately inevit-
able, is yet not for us calculable be-
yond the chance of disappointment:
and it may be that, in one case or ans
other, the direct contact with the life
and thought of other peoples, of whicly
these scholarships are the opportunity,
will not issue in widened sympathies,
will not generate a zeal for the ser-
vice of man, will not bring any nearer
to us the peace of nations. Well, we
can do no more in that ease than record
a failure—a failure, that is, of Mr.
Rhodes” idea, and of the influences up-
on which he relied. For a Rhodes
scholar who is not willing, on s way
through the world, to do his share in
the work of reconciling devotion to
country with loyalty to the cause of
peace is in one ‘sense untrue to the
Rhodes ideal: untrue, that is, not in
the sense that he is false to any pro-
fessions of his own—for he has made
none—but in the sense, simply, that he
was meant (may we not sav?), in
the great hope of Mr. Rhodes, to grow
to a certain attitude or outlook on

things, and has not done so.
We have scen that it was an idea

constantly present to Mr. Rhodes that
he might found a society copied from
the Society of Jesus—“a  secret so-
ciety,” he writes in 1891, “gradually ab-

devoted to this objeet,* viz.: “to secur-
ing the peace of the world for all etern-
Hy.” Ilis idea may not have been des-
tined to realize itself in just the form
of which he dreamed. That after all
is a small matter. The bigger a man’s
idea, the less can he tell what time
may make of it.  That is the penalty
he must pay for the prvitege of Qiv-
ing birth to something which has life
in it.

But it may well be that in the pro-
cess of the years the Rhodes society
shall yet appear: not, in the event, as
a sceret society, nor composed of mil-
lionaires, nor expressing itself neces-
sarily in any definite organization, but
for all that a very real and living “so-
ciety,” a fellowship of men who have
a common experience and are inspired
by a common hope, of men who in par-
taking of the Rhodes benefaction have
entered also into the inheritance of the
Rhodes ideals; a

fellowship, in one
word, of his Scholars.
It is pertinent to ask how Mr.

Rhodes heped to produce throueh the
scholarships the results at which he aim-
ed.  Well: that is all part of the ideal-
ism of the man, part of his corgeous
optimism.  Tn the hasty judgment of

the world, ignorant of much which
could only beecome matter  of public
knowledge  after  his  death,  Mr.

Rhodes” name <tood for evnicism, per-
Laps for materialism.  Those who knew
the real man protested, for the most
part in vain, that no judgment could
more cruelly misjudge: and’ history is
already writine its endorsement of the
judgment of his friends.
Assuredly, no evnie

dreams as seriously as
fook his. Nor would = ecynicism  ever
have sugeested to him that in bring-
ing together in Oxford vear after year
some 200 yvoung men, that they might
associate with each other and  with
others of their kind, and be brought
within the reach of certain influences
and traditions, he was  putting  his
hand to a work that should contribute
to the peace and  happiness  of  the
world.  Yet that is, in all literalness.
what Cecil Rhodes believed, with a sim-
plicity of convietion which might have
1 comic it it had not succeeded_in

ever
Ceeil

took his
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sorbing the wealth of the world, to Le

ri




