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solemn faces, and some men at 30 have
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: ble in their walk, they drop ora-
cular remarks, they endure with an effort
the gayety of youth. There are others
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For so many we are
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down, only beginning, but going
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and tic reader must have a date.
Our body changesabout that time; we
up every game except golf, we puff
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we do not care to stand for a long time if
we can a seat, our walk grows more
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e are not old now, but we are not
,wearehalfami between, we are

middle , and our mood corresponds.
For one thing we have: grown insensible,

or largely so, to praise and hlame.

The mZu l:::ome to know himself,
and that is the first t necessity of suc-
cessful living. He knows what he can
do and what he can’t do, and therefore
he is not intoxicated when he is praised,
because this was his strong point, and
every man surely has some strong point,
and if he is not dashed when he ‘is cen-
sured, when a neighbour blames him, the
chances are that he was quite right, for
that was his weak point, and every man
is weak somewhere. If he were to praise
him why that would be too friendly. The
fact is the man has mno illusions, they
have been dispelled as morning dreams.
He has weighed himself and understands
how he stands and where he is, and so
there comes over middle age a certain
mood of calmness, which has not, of
course, in it the force of youth, but has
its own compensation in contentment.
Instead of the flush of spring there is the
mellowness of autumn. :

Akin to this mood is a gracious mag-
nanimity. When one is young one is of
necessity fighting for his own hand towin
a prize, toobtain his degree. to establish a
business, to acquire a practice, to make
himself secure. Every man is his rival,
if not his enemy, and he is not inclined
to rejoice in other people’s success, for it
may be at his expense, or at least it may
be a reflection on his failure. Nor hashe
leisure to concern himself about other
men’s reverses or to give them pity. He
was down himself yesterday, and if he
does not take care he may be down again
tomorrow in the dust of defeat. ~When
his t_)attle has been fought and the strug-
gie isover, especially when he has won
and reached the crest of the hill, then he
has time to rest and observe and to take
an unselfish interest in his comrades.
When a man is running his race it is not
possible for him to consider the other
runners or to wish them well. He needs
all his breath for his own race. When
he has come in and put on his coat, hav-
ing won or lost, but all the more if he has
won his prize, he stands by to applaud the
panting runners as they pass the goal, the
goal he has already passed. Renan had
all hislife prided himself upon not Pushing
but preserving calmness amid life’s fierc-
est ight. - If a man shovesme,’’ he used
to say, ** I say pass, monsieur,’”’ and it is
not wonderful that as he grew old he was
entirely satisfied. ‘‘His unimpaired cur-
losity continued to_interrogate the uni-
verse,' but he was full of rest, he suffered
terribly, but he had not abdicated. ‘I
have done my work.’” he said to Mme.
Renan, ‘I die happy.” This mood of
satisfaction with lifPe begins at thiddle age
and is connected with a delight in young-
€r people.

When one has had his fill of work and
has had some moderate reward he wishes
the younger men coming up behind him
to have their share of things, and earn
their wages. This is not so much charity
on his rart, itis justice; it is not to be
ascribed to religion, but to middle age.

And so comes another mood, which one
may call altruism, or living for other
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people. The middle a man (or
woman ) lives not for himself but for his
children. He does not care 'what men
say about him, but he is desperately con-
cerned about their judgment on his sons.
If some one praises the boy the father is

‘lifted for days, if they run the boy down,

the father is cut to the heart. He boasts
about his son’s success, he tries to cover
his son's defeat, he would willingly pass
on his own gain‘to his and his
boy’s suffering. He has died to himself,
and is alive again in his family, and if he
is spared to be a grandfather he grows
terous in his pride over that child,
and his admiration of all its doings. No
doubt there is such a thing as a disap-
pointed and bitter middle age, when men
to have seen the end of all perfec-
tion, and to believe neither in man nor

woman. There wasan old prayer, *‘Lord
me from a youngpr: » and
one ex an old in

gdge to
charity and pitiful towards humanity, but
there are old men who spend the “last
quarter ofi their lives in mpmd ;rg and com-
ining, in sneering aud discouraging.
%is is the opprobrium of middle age, but
oOne sees this ungracious spectacle let him
be pitiful, for the man has most likely
failed. He has been a victim of circum-
stances or perhaps his own enemy. He
ettt goal post £ hahas
never th t 5
been thrown out by the wavemhu been
trodden underfoot. And now he has a
z::llldettn against tﬂl:e youn, ;ho are full
. because they m: im ; against
thoseopsvho have an{oeeded, because he
.thinks it has been at his expense, and
against human life because it has been
such a deceit and mockery. Pardon his
sourness, he is one of the failures of
‘humanity, fruit which has never ripened.
Deal gently with him. And turn to that
big hearted man who did great thinmn
his day, and now is ready to lend a d
to every struggler, and to give a cheer to
every winner. Who wishes well to all
men in their place, and blesses God that
life on the whole has been so kind tohim,
and that thie best of it is yettocome when
the sun, already beginning to sink, will
set gloriously behind the western hills.
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A Problem to be Solved.

The greatest problems of Canadian

riculture are not the narrow, tech-
nical ones, but the relations of the in-
dustry to economic and social life in
eneral. Agriculture has not as yet

en able to call to its aid in any marked
degree those forces and tendencies
which have culminated and been of
such economic value in the general
business world, in the great productive
and distributive aggregations. The
complete solution of the economic ills
of gam;dian agriculture may not be
in co-operation, and yet in both the
roductive and distributive phases this
is, perhaps, the most apparent remedy.
Co-operation in distribution has made
a beginning, but co-operation in pro-
duction is still almost unknown.

His Chair.

President Eliot of Harvard on a vis-
it to the Pacific coast met Prof. O. B.
Johnson of the University of Wash-
ington. In course of the conversation
Dr. Eliot asked the Westerner what
chair he ‘held.

“Well,” said Professor Johnson, “I
am professor of biology, but I also
give instruction in meteorology, bot-
any, physiology, chemistry, entomol-
ogy. and a few others.”

“] should say that you occupied a
whole settee, not a chair,” replied
Harvard’s chijef.

The efficacy of Bickle’s Anti-Con-
sumptive Cure in curing coughs and
colds and arresting inflammation of the
lungs can be established by hundreds
of testimonials from all sorts and con-
ditions of men. It is a standard remedy
in these ailments and all affections of
the throat and lungs. It is highly re-
commended by medicine vendors, be-
cause they know and appreciate its
value as a curative. Try it
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The * Imperial " Guitars, Mandolines' and Bai t
have aepeﬂecm.le. The dn‘erba:dnz e.very "rrpeﬂd." -'ﬂ“mu -
to be absolutely true.

_The Guitar, Mandolin and Banjo are becoming immensely

popular. Many cities and townshiving their clubs and orches-

fll tras. Such dn organization should be in every musiecal city and

ll town in Canada. Why not start now? We will be pleased to

ll give you any information that you may desire and are willing
to heip you in the undertaking.
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