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hostilities, the Reviewer proceeds to hazard an
opinion, that the occupation and fortifying of
Coteau de Lac, and Isle aux Noix, which he
terms the keys of Lower Canada, was a mea-
sure which Sir George Prevost ought to have
adopted, in preference to all others; but which
he entirely overlooked and neglected.* The fact
is, that the occupation of Coteau du Lac, as is
well known to every military man acquainted
with the Canadas, could only be useful as
against the enemy advancing from Lake On-
tario, or the shores of the St. Lawrence, above
Montreal. No such force could be expected to
descend. the river from the lake, so long as we
had the command of it, as we undoubtedly had,
not only at the commencement of the war, but
for several months afterwards ; and as little was it
to be apprehended as collecting on the shores of
the river. The information which the Com-
mander of the forces was constantly receiving
of the infended movements of the enemy, and
of the real and immediate object of their attack,
was too correct to leave him in any doubt as to
their attempting the Lower Provinee in that
direction, or to induce him to diminish the small
means he possessed, for the defence of more im-
portant points, by the occupation of posts which
at that period could afford him no additional

* Vide Quarterly Review, p. 413.



