
for-'anyone. else to ascertain that cost with any accuracy from the data
obtainable in* the shop. It w*as clear that under the conditions that ob-
tained the Government was, from day to day, sustaining unnecessary lo:ss
by Government operation, and that free labor was thrown into competi-
tion with prices lower than anyonc in business on his own account, and
with a full knowledge of the trade, vould make them. To discontinue
the operations of the north shop was impossible if we would have any
reg'ard to our duty to ic prisoners. Wc had already discontinued the
manufacture of brushes and broons, and thrown a large section of the
population out of work, and the question was even then low to employ
the men.

M\sTsI MovE C4\REFULIY.

To Olinge hastily-into possible solutions would have been neither
good business nor good politics. It was imperative that the men should
be kept at work, and we decided if proper terms could be obtained froin
responsible parties in the trade, to have the work carried on under con-
tract rather than under Government operation.

We took the matter up with Taylor, Scott & Co., and the result was
lie contract iatified· by this House last session. I shall not detain the
louse vith details of that contract any further than to say that for the

labor furnished under it we have obtained during the .last six months of
19o6, and are obtaiiiig now, 4 cents per hour per man for most of that
Labor, and for the balance 5 cents per hour per man, as per the ternis of

the contract, and that the contract to date had netted in cash to the treas-
ury of this Province more per man than any other contract that the Gov-
ernment'of ,thel Province ever entered into, or than was ever realized by
this Province from Government operation.

More than that, the contract has been. carried out to the letter by
Taylor, Scott & Co.., and, instead of a succession of defalcations, xvitih
loss and litigation at the end, not a payment to date has been twenty-fotir
hours overdue.

CAUSE Foa OHJEcTION.

It is truc that the contract.has been objected to, but it is equally truc
· that the principal objector was himself a manufacturer, who profited very

largely from the low sales under Government operation -during the last
long years 'without any objection on' his part to prison labor contracts,
and who objects now principally bec'ause he no longer profits at the ex-
pense of the Government from the work done there. It was urged as
weil that Taylor, Scott & Co. were underselling the market, and thereby
putting their goods in unfair competition with the goods ,of free labor,
but the fact is that Taylor, Scott & Co. are putting those goods on the
market at prices far in advance of prices obtained under Government op-
eration. Not only that, but it can be amply shown to the satisfaction of
some of the very·men complaining, that other manufacturers in the Pro-
vince of Ontario are selling goods in similar lines, manufactured by free
labor, at lower.prices than obtained by Taylor, Scott & Co. • The contract
not only in this, but in other ways as well, lias reduced rather than in-
creased the competition with the free labor of this Province. Let me
instance : Under Government operation there was sold in this Province
in round numbers three times the quantities of goods from the north shop


