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* he meeting having continucd a long time; cvery body became extreme-
y anxious to know what th‘ey \&fcre'about; t-}xe' doors ‘W,egé kept {hut, and..
no perfon whatever was let into the fecret, till the \n_/_}i'ole was completed,
A copy was then {ent toeach family for them to conlider at their leifure.
"Thzugh curiolity was now"gratified, yet anxiety "was not’ relaicd. - The
new plan of partnerfhip went by the name of the fiddle;, thofe who Were in -
favour of it called themlelves' fiddlers, and thofe who oppofed it-were ftil-
-od anti-fiddlers.  The former (aid it was the Beft plan that: haman' wifdom
ihad ever contrived. The latter imagined it pregnant with' mifchief of every
- kind. -The former tompared it to a ftrong fencé aboutarich-field of wheat.
The latter compared it to the whale that fwalloyed up Jonahs = = -
‘In each family a confultation - was held on-the queftion, Whether it
fhould be adopted or not? and liberty was given for every one to fpeak his
‘nind with the utmoft freedom. The objettions, an{wers, replies, ‘rejoin-
ders, and rebutters, which'were producéd on this occafion,  would' makea
curious colletion, and form an important page in the hiftory of iman. “The
fddlers were extremely fond of having it examined, becaufe they faid it‘was
‘like arich piece of plate, which the more it bé rubbed fhines the brightcr.
‘The ant1 fiddlers {a1d-it was like a worm-caten battom-of a fhipy the defetts
of which would more cvidently -appear the more'it was' ripped tao’pieces;
they were therefore for rejefling it at once, withiout any examinatign atall.
" When they were urged to point out. its défefls, they would' fay, € it’is
dangerons to put fo much power into the hands ofany man, or fet” of men,.
left they fhould-abufe it, Qur liberty and property will be fafe whilft we
“ keep them qurlelyes, but when we haye pnce parted with them,’ we may
never be able to get them back-again”.. ~ -~ 77 - oo
If the plan was- compared t& a houfe, then the objéétion wonld 'be made
againft building it too high; léft the wind fhould blow itdown. How {hall
we guard it againft fire?” how fhall we {ecure itagainft robbers ? -and how
fhall we keep out rats and mice? TR T e
If it was likéned to a_fizp, then it would be afked, - how ‘fhall ‘'we guard
jtagainft leaking ? how. fhall we ‘preyent it from funning on-the: rocks dnd
qulckfands? o . e . "' £ o ."m(:' "
Sometimes it would be compared taa clodk; theii the’queltion was, How
fhall we fecure the pc‘ndnlum," the ‘wheels and the balarice from ruft? who
{hall keep the key, and who fhall we trolt to wingitup? = 7' 77
Sometimes it wa‘s-_rcprefeiit'ed' by 4 jlm:ﬁ,’,and fh'cﬁ 1t Iw_as_faid to be dariz
gﬁrou's, to let any one hold the ftrings, ~Money'is a .tempting objeét, and
the beft men' are liable to-be corupted; 0 et Tt L
'~ Infhort, the whole fum and fubftance of the drgiments. againft-it, might -
b'e l'ummcd u'p’in_(.)ne wm{d_‘_Ji;'}udeSY;" S oy o . t
To'fhew the futility-of thefe argnménts it was obferyed by, the ’opp‘g‘ﬁtc‘:
party; thatit was impoffible to put itinto any man’s power to do you good,
without, atthe'{ame time, "p‘ut,tingi.it'-into. hzs.-p.(‘)'wver o ,c}ouy‘cl)g: hmtlf :
You truft'a barber to fhave you beard, yan put it ifito his powey to tut your
‘throat, If you tiuft a'baker to-‘make your bread;’ or a '00'015{._ to ’dr c.f‘s,jy‘our‘
meat, you-put-it intoithe power of ¢ach to poifonyous nay, f you venture
1o lic in the fame bed with'your wife, you put it into her power to c'hqaL
you when you are-afleep,” Shali-we therefore let our beards growritxl,l the);:
jr¢ long enough to,put-into our ‘vpockcts,'becaufc? we.are ?f‘f f“‘_l ?f ‘_’}'1“: baer}f:u
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