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The con.s1ancy of these two angels is in harmiony with tlhoir character. IlGood-
ness and Mercy shahl follow nie ail tho d'ivs of my life." iheir constancy,
indeed, is part of their chnracter. Ilumian fr:iends arc proverbially inconstant:
even brothers often fait in time of need. Il My b)retbircn," says Job, " hnvo deait
dcceitfully ns a brook, and as the strearns of brooks tboy paqs away, wvbieh are
blackish by reason of the ice, and Nvherein the snowv is bld : what, timo1 thepy wax
warmi, tbey vanish: when it ii hot they are consumed out of their place.> But
these two angels are friends iwho stick closer than a brother. Ur,' e the deceit-
fui brook and tho meited snow-waý-ter, wbicb Job had seen and n orahized uipon,
Goodness and Mercy resembie the tid(; wvbich rushed from the smitten rock. and
followed the camp of Israel tbrougli the desert. Goodness is f*,ititil. When
you look bebiind you neyer miss it; or, if you do, it is oniy for a moment, and
that not because Goodness is gone away, but because you have dust or darkness
in your eyes, wbiulb bides iL. ZGoodness nover leaves the beaven or the eartb. It
wbiehs round the seasons, and commands tbe weatber; and after %ve lmnive en
eomiplaining of too nmuch or too littde rain, or snow, or frost, howv -vonderfully
things corne rigbit at last; and the doubting l'armier bias to sin- at harvest-time,

'fliou crownest tbe year witli Thy goodness."
And Mercy is fiithfui. l ls mercy endureth for ever." Il ls mercy is ever-

lasting. The mercy of God, as revealed in the Gospel, is as constant Lu the sin-
ner as the haw of nature can be constant to tbe creature.

I know notbing mnore affecting tban a calculation of the possibilities of life.
Wbat a multitude of tbings, such as wve daily hear and read oi ia tbe nesvspapers,
may happAn to us! Nothing tbat is possible may not corne. A \Nhohe list of
casualties migbt be bere given, enoughyl Lu fil! us with shrinking and dread. lest
the next step sbculd sink ub in the grave. Notbin(r about life, as to its particuhar
circumstanccs and incident.-, is at ail certain. Wrhat one mi-lit ho cahiod to do
or to endure to-morrow nobcdy knows. But this is as sure as tho rising sun,
tbat Goodness and Mercy wili ever be the faitbful guards of ail Christs flock.
Accidents, sicknesses, bereavements, losses, and otber dark calamities, mny be
following me, and may overtake nie next year, or next montm, or ne.st wreek, or
to-morrow; but that is a, Ilperadventure," a Ilperbaps."' 1 can not see tbem, and
it would be fooligb to imagine tbem. B3ut bere is something Lbat is no II may

bc"no imagination. I arn sure tbat, wberever I go, these twvo guardian angels
wiih go with me; whotever else follow, tlme> wiil Do t bc absent.

This is a blessed conviction amidst life's uncertainties. IL is blessed to have
this ligbt sbining in sucli a dark place -to bave this dlue in suchl a perplexing
inaze. Let us cherishi the conviction, walk in the ligblt, and keep hold of tbe
chue.

The constancy of Goodness and Mâercy will ho ever necâful. Upon Goodnoss 1,
ns a creature, niust be ever dependent; but in tbis respect 1 arn liko ail other
beings, hum an and angehic. Upon divine rnercy. as an imperfeet being, and
prone to sin, 1 am peculinrly dependent. I know 1 shahl not sin in heav'en ,but
as long as I arn on earth, I fear I shahl. There is so mucb in bumanity wvbicb is
bad, tbat it is bard ivork to root tbe badness out; and tbe rnischief is, that we
have uot got tbe strong will indispensable for sucb rooting out. It is w'itlh a very
shaky hand, and in a very lazy way, that wve tear tbe sin-weeds out of our fallea
hearts. IIoiv tbey grow ! I met, the otber day, witbi a curious fact in natural
history, whîcb rnay serve to iliostrate this. IlThere is a rie% water-weed-new
in tbis country-wbicb bias made iLs appearance in the river Thames, witbia
tbese ton years. It is a long, very knotted kind of plant, wbose grt)%vth is as
prodigious as it is curions. The leaves are beset with minute teetb, %'Çllie cause
tbem to cling; and every fragment broken off is capable of becnmin gan iindepon-
dent plant, producingr roots and stems, and extending itself' îndefinitely in every
direction. Most wvater-plants require roots; but this 13 independent altogether
cf that condition, and actually grows as it traxels slowly dowa tbe stream, after
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